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Christmas and the winter 
holidays change a lot as 
children turn into young 
adults. But these changes 
are not always for the bet-
ter. There are some things 
that teens shouldn’t have 
to stop doing over the hol-
idays just because they’re 
not children anymore. I 
hope these memories and 
ideas will help you enjoy 
your holidays more.
 Waking up at six a.m. 
to open presents. This 
event may be one your 
parents would like you to 
forget about, but the best 
part of this is the Christmas 
spirit. As we grow older, 
Christmas becomes less 
and less exciting and with-
out excitement, life is dull. 
In my opinion, any way that 
you can get into the Holi-
day spirit, you should try. 
 Playing in the snow? 
Yes, we can do it! Build 
snowmen, snow forts, 
make snow angels, go to-
bogganing and have snow-
ball fights. 
 You can also give 
your house a holiday 
makeover, by decorating a 
tree or hanging stockings. 
The great thing about tree 
ornaments is that they 
can be very personal. Try 
making ornaments out of 
origami, small sculptures, 
photos, beaded strings, or 
found objects. Stockings 
are really great because 

    
For any 
new stu-
dent at 
Harbord, 
our mas-
cot is just 
someone 
in a suit, 
no big deal. For those of 
you who have been attend-
ing Harbord for a while, you 
may know that that there 
was a strong personality 
inside of that suit - Hayden 
Mayeur, well known for his 
charisma and for his charity 
bike ride to Niagara Falls, 
used to assume that role 
until he switched schools 
this year. This leaves the 
question, who on earth has 
been the person inside that 
suit all year? Who is this 
mystery mascot? I have 
been pondering over this 
ever since our welcome 
back assembly.
 So I set out to find 
the answer and solve the 
mystery. My first stop was 
our school office because 
they know just about every-
thing about Harbord. If they 
couldn’t provide me with 
an answer, then they could 
probably lead me to some-
one who will. That is exact-
ly what they did, my next 
stop was the gym office, 
and from there, a teach-
er, and then, a student. 
This journey continued on 
and on until I finally found 
someone who could give 
me an answer. 
 “Do you know the 
identity of our school mas-
cot?” 
 “Yes, but I can’t tell 
you who it is” 
 “Darn it, why?” 
“Because they want to 
remain a mystery, but I can 
set you up with an inter-
view”
  I was a bit bummed 
about not getting to the 
bottom of this case but I 

still had 
hope. 
This new 
opportu-
nity ex-
cited me; 
I had the 
liberty to 
ask the 

tiger anything I wanted. I 
sat down in Harbord’s busy 
cafeteria with this year’s 
mascot to ask them a short 
few questions to leave you 
guessing.
 “I am going to ask 
you a few questions about 
yourself, you may answer 
as your true self or as the 
tiger”
Q: What do you like to do 
in your leisure time?
 A: Spend time with my 
family
Q: What is your favorite 
subject in school?
 A: Philosophy.
Q: What is your Favorite 
food?
 A: French fries.
Q: What grade are you cur-
rently in?
 A: Grade 12.
Q: If you could describe 
yourself in three words 
what would they be?
 A: Girl, Approachable and 
Nice
Q: Why did you decide to 
assume the role of Har-
bord’s mascot this year?
 A: Because my friend was 
the tiger last year and he 
left.
Q: What do you like most 
about being Harbord’s 
school mascot?
 A: Having people guess 
who I am.
Q: Do you have a word of 
advice for Harbord’s future 
tigers?
 A: Make sure you keep 
yourself a secret. It’s more 
fun that way.
 Wise words from this 
year’s mascot. We now 
have a person behind the 
suit but not an identity.

The Mystery Behind Harbord’s Tiger Suit
 By: Madeleine Whitestonethey’re less about pres-

ents and more about funny 
knick-knacks, or edible 
things like oranges, wal-
nuts, or chocolates. Over-
all, this is my favourite part 
of Christmas. 
 Something that I think 
many people miss about 
Christmas is Santa. Where 
has he gone? We no lon-
ger write letters to him or 
sit on his lap in a mall; but 
just like the Tooth Fairy 
and the Easter Bunny, he 
should not be forgotten. 
 Another thing that 
many miss from childhood 
are the toys. Children are 
easier and more fun to buy 
presents for but now we 
don’t want toys and many 
people our age simply ask 
for money as a gift. A great 
way of encouraging sil-
ly, creative, and personal 
presents is to have a Se-
cret Santa gift exchange 
with a group of friends. You 
could make rules like: there 
has to be a homemade part 
of the gift or a price limit. 
Secret Santa is wonderful 
because it’s really just a 
reason to get a large group 
of friends together, and it 
brings a greater meaning 
to the holidays. Rather 
than just presents, you can 
spend time with people you 
like. 
 Just because we’re 
older now, doesn’t mean 
we can’t still do the things 
we did when we were little.

Where has Santa Gone?
 By: Lena Rye
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This winter, an exciting 
new sports opportunity pre-
sented itself for the hockey 
playing females at Har-
bord. For the first time in 
five years, our school has 
it’s very own girls team, 
dedicated to the ice and 
ready to play. For the past 
couple of years, there have 
been efforts for a girls team 
to finally exsist alongside 
Harbord’s hockey playing 
boys, but the season al-
ways passes quickly and 
we never got the chance to 
establish a team. 
 Finally, thanks to an 
initiative led by Bridget 
Carter-Whitney in grade 
10, our girls and coaches  
have their wishes granted 
and their pent up skating 
energy released. So far, 
the team is looking bright 
and energized. Practices 
are held at (slightly) near-
by Mcmormick arena, a 
lovely two surface rink, well 

The boys’ hockey team is 
back and better than ever. 
The first game of the year 

took place 
on Thursday 
December 
4th against 
Monarch Park.  
Harbord won 
4-0 at Ted 
Reeves arena, 
which hap-
pens to be the 
same place 
that they were 
eliminated last 
year by Mon-
arch Park.

Last year, the 
team made 
it to the semi 
finals and are 
hoping to get 
even further 
this year.  
Many of the 

players from last year have 
graduated, giving a chance 

known within the communi-
ty. Logistics of commuting 
between home, school, 
and the rink can be difficult, 
but the team gladly pays 
the price in order to be 
properly prepared for our 
six game season.   
There was a good turn-out 
of girls with enough players 
for three forward lines and 
two defence lines. The only 
issue raised was the clas-
sic, “So… who wants to 
be in net?” Finding a goal-
ie seems to be the never 
ending predicament when 
forming sports teams. 
Luckily, despite my ex-
treme lack of experience, 
yours truly agreed to be the 
goalie for now. It should 
be swell. All in all the girls 
hockey team is most defi-
nitely an exciting new pros-
pect for Harbord and one 
that should bring in some 
classic, hardcore, hockey 
school spirit.

for newer players to show 
what they can do.

With practises every week 
the boys are hard at work 
training to improve their 
skills. Most of the players 
play hockey outside of 
school at a range of levels.

The team is coached by 
Mr. Erikson and has stu-
dents from all grades. “It’s 
a great way to meet and 
get to know people from 
other grades,” says grade 
10 student, Josh Biderman. 
He was on the team last 
year and recommends join-
ing to experienced players.

The next school Harbord 
is facing is Oakwood, the 
defend champions, at the 
George Bell arena. Good 
luck to the boys’ hockey 
team from all of us at Har-
bord. Go Tigers!

Tigers Hit the Ice
 By: Aisha Edris

Harbord Girls Get Hardcore With Hockey 2014
 By: Imogen The Unfortunate Goalie
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       On the 16th of August 1933 
Christie Pits playground (which 
at the time was known as 
Willowvale Park) was host to a 
six-hour riot. St. Peter’s base-
ball team was winning against 
Harbord Playground,  a pre-
dominantly Jewish team, in the 
junior baseball league’s semi-fi-
nal.  At the end of the game 
(which St.Peter’s won) a group 
of trouble makers who went by 
the name of the “Pit Gang” went 
to the southwest entrance of 
the park and pulled out a white 
sheet emblazoned with a big, 
black swastika.
         The riot took place 
during the Great Depression 
and six months after Adolf Hitler 
took power in Germany. The 
Toronto papers reported on 
how Jewish people were being 
dismissed from their jobs and 
were victims of acts of violence 
in Germany. So already the 
swastika was a symbol of deg-
radation and physical violence 
toward the Jewish people. At 
the time being Jewish in To-
ronto meant you were subject 
to discrimination. “You’d hear 

The Harbord Buzz is our 
school’s very own radio show 
started this year by grade 
12 students Imogen Bysshe 
and Victoria Rodriguez Mor-
rison. We’re on air every last 
Tuesday of the month play-
ing music, discussing ideas, 
and sharing laughs. On past 
shows we’ve had interviews 
with local musicians such as 
my friend Anna Horvath of 
First Rate People and even 
Billy Talent! We’ve also had 
discussions about everything 
from controversial social 
issues to fun topics like Hal-
loween. Every show has a 
theme, too! Some past exam-
ples are Adjustment, Growth, 
and The Holidays. If that isn’t 
enough to convince you to 
tune in, we even have our 
very own theme song written 
and sung by fellow Harbord-
ite and radio club member 
Ellis Barkman!

Now you’re probably think-
ing... “Wow! Sounds great! 
But how do I listen?” Well 
curious Harbordite, it’s easy! 
Just go to radioregent.com at 
6:00 pm every last Tuesday 
of a month and click “Listen 
Live”. You should hear our 
lovely voices chatting away. 
For more information listen to 
the announcements and like 
us on Facebook: The Har-
bord Buzz.

Stay tuned for more awe-
some shows coming your 
way! 

‘dirty Jew’ all the time,” said Joe 
Black, an 88-year-old Toronto 
native who was seven when he 
witnessed the riot, as reported 
in an article in the Globe and 
Mail.
         Two nights earlier, at 
the first game between the two 
teams a swastika was displayed 
and the police were warned 
that there might be trouble at 
the second game but the po-
lice ignored the warnings. So 
when the game had ended and 
the white sheet with the black 
sign was pulled out most of the 
Harbord team and a number of 
Jewish boys and young men 
ran over to destroy it. Support-
ers of both sides came from all 
over the area surrounding the 
park to fight. Joe Black remem-
bers a Nazi sympathizer com-
ing into his fathers shop on the 
corner of Bloor and Montrose, 
to use the payphone to call 
for backup. Mr. Black’s father 
grabbed the young man’s arm 
and held it behind his back. 
When he passed out from the 
pain his father had to drag him 
out to the street.

         It was estimated that 
there were 10,000 people 
involved in the riot. Amazingly 
there were no deaths, but many, 
many injuries. In an article in 
the Toronto Sun, Joe Black 
said that he remembered there 
being “a lot of blood spilled 
that day, I’ll tell you that, I can 
remember seeing the park the 
next day”. A few days after the 
riot Mayor Stewart banned the 
Swastika from being displayed 
in public.
         In August 2008, on the 
75th anniversary of the riot, a 
heritage Toronto plaque was 
presented to commemorate, 
and remember the horrible acts 
of discrimination towards the 
Jewish people in Toronto.

The Harbord Buzz
By: Oliviia Deresti-Robinson

Archives: A Moment In Harbord Time
 By: Jane Ernszt
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Throughout the past two cen-
turies, technology has evolved 
spectacularily. And our lives 
as a society have continued 
to adapt with it. From simple 
things like transportation, to 
the more complicated, our 
lives continue to change. 
Each change brings on more 
change, like dominos. Every 
time there is a new way to 
communicate, there is a new 
way to bully, a new way to be 
hurt.
 Cyberbullying is a very 
broad problem. It happens 
all over the internet. Most of 
us at Harbord have attended 
several assemblies that were 
designed to teach us about how 
horrible bullying is, how nega-
tive it’s effects can be. We know 
that, we know how awful it is. 
But for some of us, that doesn’t 
change a thing. Bullying is more 
than just something we see in 
movies, where the jocks are 
pushing the geeks around. No, 
bullying is even a problem with 
the students at our own school. 
The internet is a place where 

In many developing coun-
tries, the majority of people 
are not properly educated 
on the topic of contracep-
tives. This creates a huge 
divide between developed 
and developing countries, 
and helps to keep devel-
oping countries in states of 
poverty. There are roughly 
222 million women (or one 
in six) at reproductive age 
in the developing world 
who want to delay or end 
childbearing. The need 
for contraceptives is obvi-
ous: 50% of pregnancies 
are unplanned, 25% are 
unwanted. Over the past 
30 years, the global use 
of contraceptives has in-
creased drastically, but 
developing countries lag 
behind. In some countries, 
less than 10% of the popu-
lation has access to contra-
ception.
 In 2012, the United 
Nations recognized birth 
control as a human right. 
This raises the question 

why, almost three years 
later, this is still an issue.
Increasing awareness 
and use of contracep-
tives would improve infant 
mortality rates drastically. 
Another $12 billion in-
vested in maternal health 
would reduce unintended 
pregnancy rates by 66%, 
unsafe abortion rates by 
73%, and prevent 70% of 
maternal and 40% of new-
born deaths. It would allow 
women at risk of health 
problems or death because 
of the timing of their preg-
nancies to decide when or 
if they want to conceive.  
 Ayatu Nure, a 65 
year old living in Ethiopia, 
has 78 children between 
his 12 wives. When he was 
younger, Ayatu’s land was 
bountiful, but now it can-
not feed all his children. 
Thirteen of his children live 
with their married siblings, 
his first wife has moved 
onto his eldest son’s prop-
erty to raise her biological 

we might feel safest, and yet 
there we are at our most vulner-
able point.
 From the spring to the 
fall of 2014, someone at Har-
bord anonymously created a 
Facebook page, and targeted 
his or her peers. The posts be-
gan as just random screenshots 
of pictures from Google Imag-

Modern-Day Bullying Takes Form on the Internet
 By: Bridget Carter-Whitney

es with a caption about other 
students. The jokes were light, 
not too much to be offended by. 
But this fall they escalated and 
eventually became hurtful. The 
account was shut down by its 
owner.
 A few years ago, our own 
facebook walls began jumping 
with posts about Ask.fm. People 

were begging to be asked ques-
tions about themselves. The ap-

peal was the unique concept 
of anonymous questions. 
But if you clicked to actually 
look at one of the pages, it 
was a striking example of 
cyberbullying. People could 
criticize and express ha-
tred within their own homes 
without anyone ever know-
ing that it was them. People 
forgot about bullying, so 
many who would never say 
anything mean to some-
one’s face began to torment 
others.
 A bully can represent 

many different scenarios. 
WordReference.com describes 
a bully as, “one who bothers 
and hurts smaller people.” The 
term is so general that it will 
always exist. Right now the goal 
is to create awareness so that 
people can take notice when 
someone or themselves are 
being bullies and do something 
about it.

Developing Countries and Their Relationship with 
Contraceptives
 By: Abby Gopsill

children, and he is marry-
ing off his two 15-year-old 
daughters, all in a desper-
ate attempt to keep his chil-
dren alive. He now works 
to educate the community 
about family planning. In 
the region Ayatu is from, it 
is normal for men to have 
four wives and for each 
wife to have five children. 
The country’s population is 
growing at a rate of 2.7% 
annually, and at the cur-
rent rate the population 
could double in 24 years. 
This will deplete Ethiopia’s 
already scarce resources, 
pushing the country further 
into poverty.
 Gender equality is 
not a reality in the devel-
oped world, but in develop-
ing countries it is even far-
ther from actuality. In some 
areas, single women and 
teenagers are prohibited 
from accessing any form of 
birth control. Married wom-
en have an easier time 
acquiring contraceptives, 

however, they often cannot 
access birth control if their 
partner doesn’t want them 
to.
 When young women 
and girls are married off 
too early, they are denied 
education. Of the world’s 
illiterate population, two 
thirds are women. Girls are 
raised to become mothers 
and are expected to focus 
on domestic responsibili-
ties, not education. Half of 
all girls in developing coun-
tries have children before 
age 18, and one in seven 
girls are married by 15. It’s 
been proven that educat-
ing girls and empowering 
women has positive effects 
on society.  
 Family planning is a 
human right, just like clean 
water and freedom. Better 
access to contraceptives 
can mean a better life in 
developing countries. This 
will bring the human race a 
step closer to a completely 
developed world, so why 
not take it?
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As I start this article I would 
just like to acknowledge that 
Harbord Collegiate stands on 
Mississaugas of the New Credit 
territory. It is Aboriginal heritage 
month at Harbord, and the fact 
that it only receives one month 
of recognition sort of irks me. 
It is forced to share its time of 
recognition because November 
also happens to be Financial 
Literacy month. Not that finan-
cial literacy is unimportant, it 
is extremely useful to have an 
understanding of taxes and 
financial matters, but couldn’t it 
have been slotted for December 
or January? This is just another, 
although more subtle, marginal-
ization of Aborigi-
nal people.
Recently at 
Harbord we 
had a visit from 
Professor Doug-
las Sanderson 
who gave an 
engaging talk on 
Aboriginal history 
and the inter-
actions with the 
Europeans who 
came to Canada. 
He is a member 
of the Opask-
wayak First 
Nation and most 
of his research 
pertains to Ab-
original people, so he is highly 
knowledgeable. He depicted the 
arrival of the first Europeans in 
the 1600’s explaining how they 
were helped by different First 
Nations groups and learned the 
beaded documentation (Wam-
pum belts) used by the First Na-
tions, in order to make contracts 
with them. All was relatively 
peaceful, Canada was cold and 
difficult to navigate so the new-
comers were thankful for all the 
help they could get. But then 
they became more familiar with 
Canada and their population 
grew so they no longer needed 
to trade with or receive guid-
ance from the Aboriginal peo-
ples; in fact they saw Aboriginal 
people as in their way, occupy-
ing land that the settlers wanted 
to farm or mine. In the 1850’s 
things started going downhill 
and the notorious “Numbered 
Treaties” were drawn up. These 
treaties were wholly written by 
the settlers, in print on paper 
and in a language that only the 
settlers knew. There were oral 
translations into various indige-
nous languages, but they were 
poorly done and incomplete. So 
in signing these treaties the set-
tlers were obviously the more 
advantaged party. And thus, 

Aboriginal people were pushed 
into the corners of Canada onto 
tiny reserves and (according 
to the Canadian government) 
awaiting assimilation.
  Perhaps one thinks 
“Well that sucks, but what’s it 
got do to with me?” It’s often 
hard for people to relate with 
issues in different areas, let 
alone ones from 250 years ago. 
The thing is, when those trea-
ties were signed they bound 
not only Aboriginal peoples but 
the Canadian Government as 
well, in effect all Canadians. 
The treaties are active today 
and continue to bind us. The 
reminder, the connection, if one 

can see no other; is that we are 
all treaty people. 
 Another guest we were 
visited by was Drew Hayden 
Taylor, Aboriginal author, from 
Curve Lake. He prefers to be 
introduced as Anishnaabe, 
which is the name of his peo-
ple in their language (known 
as ‘Ojibwe’ in English). He 
told us about how he became 
a writer and talked about his 
repertoire. He also talked about 
Aboriginal culture with an em-
phasis on humour in particu-
lar, explaining that Aboriginal 
humour is self-deprecating. 
He talked about how humour 
was a link between all cultures, 
even though there are some 
variations. He is an ‘Aboriginal 
success story’ but there are not 
nearly enough of these stories. 
First Nations people often have 
fewer opportunities because 
they are more likely to be poor-
er than non-aboriginal Canadi-
ans.
  Aboriginal people’s rights 
and their land (many Aborig-
inal peoples’ philosophy on 
land-ownership is much less 
destructive and possessive than 
the Caucasian perspective) 
are still being infringed upon. 
Some of the poorest commu-

nities are situated in Northern 
Ontario on land that is known 
as the “Ring of Fire”. It is an 
extremely mineral-rich area 
which makes it a target for min-
ing companies. The community 
Kitchenuhmaykoosib-Inniniwug 
(KI) recently had to fight for the 
protection of their land against a 
mining company called Platinex. 
It was long-fought battle; six 
members of the Band Council, 
including the Chief were thrown 
in jail for months without rea-
son. Finally they were released 
and eventually kept Platinex off 
of their land. Many cases like 
these are not won, in fact some-
times there aren’t even cases at 

all as the miners make claims 
on the land and begin building 
without notifying the people 
that live there. It’s like someone 
coming into your house and 
saying “Ok, you get the front 
half of the house, and we get 
the back half and the base-
ment.” Unfortunately because 
of the layout of your house 
your kitchen is in the back half 
so you no longer have food to 
eat or clean water to drink. You 
ask the people in the back of 
your house to leave and stop 
contaminating the water with 
all their drilling, they refuse to 
stop, however, so you’re forced 
to move to your neighbour’s 
house. Having two families in 
one house is a bit crowded and 
there aren’t really enough bed-
rooms for everyone or enough 
food, so your quality of life goes 
down, plus the water main has 
been contaminated from the 
drilling so you aren’t sure if the 
water in your neighbour’s house 
is safe to drink.  
 Aboriginal peoples in 
Alberta, particularly those living 
near Fort McMurray are con-
stantly in this situation because 
of the ever-expanding tar 
sands.
 The point is, this has got 

We are all Treaty People
 By: Iloe Ariss

to stop. Canadian governments 
keep debilitating Aboriginal 
peoples all across Canada like 
nothing has changed since the 
days of the residential school; 
Canadians are still actively 
destroying Aboriginal peoples. 
Two apologies for residential 
schools have been issued, one 
in 1998 and another by Steven 
Harper in 2008, both promising 
further support of First Nations 
in Canada, however, there is 
very little evidence of these 
promises. The Truth and Rec-
onciliation Commission, which 
was developed in order to 
educate all Canadian youth on 
the horror of residential schools 

was an import-
ant step but 
does not go far 
enough into 
the present.
 I would like 
to mention the 
great initiative 
put together by 
SLIC through 
Amnesty 
International 
in which stu-
dents from our 
school signed 
postcards 
calling on the 
government 
to account for 
and investi-

gate the many cases of missing 
and murdered Aboriginal wom-
en. The number of missing and 
murdered Aboriginal women is 
abhorrent and something must 
be done to stop it from rising. 
I hope that this call to action 
is impressed heavily upon the 
government so that they do act.
 When the government 
signed treaties with the First 
Nations in the late 1800’s it 
bound all of us in contract. Al-
though there were many unfair 
settlements in them there were 
some beneficial to Aboriginal 
peoples, and those are the 
ones that have not been held 
up by the Canadian govern-
ment. It is appalling how badly 
First Nations groups have been 
treated when all the different 
Aboriginal people’s distinct 
cultures should be recognized 
and celebrated. People need 
to recognize that discrimination 
is happening still, and the way 
to stop it is through being in-
formed, being aware and fight-
ing for Aboriginal peoples rights 
because they deserve them as 
much as non-Aboriginal Cana-
dians do.
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   Feminist. A person who 
advocates for the social, 
political, legal and eco-
nomical rights for equality 
between men and wom-
en. When you hear the 
definition of feminist, you 
realize that what they’re 

fighting for isn’t quite so 
crazy. When you don’t 
know the literal definition 
and 
you go 
off of 
what 
you 
think of 
when 
you 
hear 
the 
word, 
you 
may 
think 
the 
defi-
nition is “A woman who 
makes herself seem like 
a victim all the time and 
points her finger at ev-

The Stigma Around Feminism
 By: Bayley Esteves

eryone else; a hypocrite.” 
The fact that this is of-
ten what comes to mind 
when people think of a 
feminist is terrible.Why 
should I feel ashamed to 
say that I am a feminist?
  Campaigns such 

as the 
“#idont-
needfem-
inismbe-
cause” 
or the 
“Women 
againsed 
feminism” 
campaign 
have been 
popping up 
lately and 
thrashing 
feminism, 

portraying it negatively 
and surrounding it with 
utterly false stigmas. The 

goal 
of 
femi-
nism 
is to 

achieve equality between 
genders. Yes, feminists 
can sometimes sound 
strident but they are all 

people who are 
fed up with the 
ibalance of gender 
power in the world. 
 One of the 
more terrible symp-
toms of this power 
imbalance is that 
when a woman 
is raped, she is 
sometimes told she 
was “asking for it”. 
Women can’t walk 

home alone at night with-
out feeling like they’re in 
some sort of danger. 

 “You’re 
exposing too 
much skin”, 
“Cover up”, 
“Don’t wear 
tight clothing, 
you look like a 
streetwalker”, 
“Stop wearing 
such baggy 
clothes, you 
look like a 
slob”, “The way 
you look is dis-
tracting to those around 
you”.
These are some things 
that females are told 
almost every single day, 
all so that they’re not 
distracting to the opposite 
sex or so they don’t draw 
too much 
attention to 
themselves. 
Women are 
getting more 
and more 
fed up with 
being seen 
as sexu-
al objects. 
People need 
to wake up 
and smell 
the flowers, 
it’s the 21st 
century. 
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Photo Essay
By: Serafina Fraraicci
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Elf 
This is a great movie if not for 
it’s over 
use 
during 
this time 
of year 
which 
is a 
shame, 
because 
I liked 
this 
movie 
before 
it be-
came a 
holiday 
tradition 
showing 
up on 
every major channel.This is a 
film primarily aimed at the kid-
dies and as such is predictably 
sappy. Lets face the facts, you 
have probably already seen this 
film so why watch it again?
  
Autumn in New York (2000) 
Richard Gere and Winona Ry-
der star in this film. More dis-
turbing to me is the age differ-
ence between them (Winona is 
29 and Richard is 51) but that is 
the least of this movie’s issues. 
In fact, it really isn’t an issue at 
all, because unlike other mov-
ies, this one does not ignore the 
age gap, it actually acknowl-
edges it and jokes about it, thus 
it alleviates what at first glance 
seems like an oversight in the 
plot. What could have been a 
very strong romantic movie is 
instead a shallow mess with-
out clear character motivation 
and an ending that can be 
seen from low orbit. Basically 
Richard Gere falls for Winona 
Ryder, only to learn she’s dying 
of a rare illness that makes her 
a bad actor then she dies on 
Christmas day. Despite the pre-
dictability of the plot, this is not 
the movie’s weakest point. The 
dialogue is what kills it.

Chritmas With The Kranks

Holiday hijinks at its worst. This 
movie is filled with old jokes, 

fat jokes and slap stick humor. 
Tim Allen and wife Jamie Lee 

Curtis have the idea 
to take a pass on 
all the decorating, 
caroling and hap-
piness, but Confor-
mity is enforced by 
Fascist holiday-nazi 
neighbors who will 
stop at nothing 
until the Kranks are 
punished for their 
crimes against San-
ta Claus. 

 How The Grinch 
Stole Christmas
To those who say 
this movie isn’t bad, 
go read the book. 

The horrifying Hollywood envi-
sionment of Dr. Seuss’ beloved 
classic, 
with Jim 
Carrey 
playing 
a gross 
exag-
gerated 
version 
of the 
Grinch 
gave us 
all night-
mares as 
children. 
It’s gross 
and 
deviant. 
Every-
thing the 
original 
was 
about - 
anti-ma-
terialism, cruelty and simplicity - 
is trashed by the tasteless, loud, 
vulgar, flamboyant and swelled 
over-production of this live-ac-
tion version. That includes 
unrestrained acting monkey that 
is Jim Carrey. In fact this film 
deviated from Seuss’s original 
work so much that Audrey Gei-
sel, who owns her husband’s 
works, decided not to allow any 
further live-action adaptations 

of Seuss’ 
work.

Four 
Christmas-
es (2008)
Basically 
it’s about a 
couple who 
struggle to 
fit in visits 
with all four 
divorced 
parents on 
Christmas 
Day. Ignor-

ing the dull premise, this film 
is wildly uneven. It’s a mix of 

gross gags, slapstick and sickly 
sweet emotion that will make 

you wonder if Vince Vaughn is 
insane.  

Silent Night Deadly Night Part 
1 
Mixing the horror genre with 

Christmas this 
movie is about a 
young man who 
witnessed the 
death and rape of 
his parents and 
finally snaps, puts 
on a familiar red 
outfit, and goes on 
a killing spree. The 
film faced harsh 
controversy for em-
phasizing that the 
killer in the film was 
Santa Claus and 
on the fact it was 
released around 
Christmas and the 
PTA fought to have 
it removed. This 
film has become 
infamous online for 
its cheesy delivery 

and terrible acting, more spe-
cifically the acting of lead actor 
Eric Freeman. I give this movie 
a few points for creativity but 
the movie’s biggest fault is the 
fact that it’s bad acting.
Adam Sandler’s Eight Crazy 
Nights
Adam Sandler poops out a 
movie every year; in 2002 he 
pooped out this movie. The 
movie plays like a typical San-
dler poop-fest - complete with 
a cameo from Rob Schneider. 
Rob Schneider is the dung 
beetle willing to work through 
Adams poop in order to survive 
as an actor. Adam plays his 
usual boy-man, this time with 
a drunkard twist whose scroo-
geness ruins both Christmas 
and Chanukkah for everyone in 
his small town. While certainly 
not his worst flick it’s definitely 
up there. It’s too inappropriate 
for younger children, and too 
juvenile for older viewers leav-
ing a very small demographic 
of hard-core Sandler fans to 
pick through the poop. Even at 

The Worst Holiday Movies
By: Lucas Thomas

an hour and ten minutes, the 
movie still feels long. That’s due 

to the stupid songs present in 
the movie. I know I used the 
word poop a lot in this review, 
but that’s because Scatological 
humor is Adam’s specialty it 
only seemed fitting that I judge 
him and his movies based on 
his own merit. Adam Sandler is 
poopoo. 
The Santa Clause 3: The Es-
cape Clause (2006)
A third installment is usually the 
worst in the trilogy and adding 
a directionless and uninspired 
Martin Short doesn’t help, San-
ta clause 3 is an unwatchable 
two dimensional snore fest that 
no one cares about, its almost 
insulting how bad it is. The fact 
that they try to add a mythos to 
this garbage is enough to make 
anyone sick. The more I talk 
about it the worse I feel for even 
acknowledging it exists. Tim 
Allen needed the money. Skip it 
this year. 
Jack Frost (1997 and 1998) 
This is a composite review of 
two films of the same name, 
one’s a horror movie the other 
a fantasy film. Both involve men 
named Jack being reborn as 
a snow man after a car crash. 
Both films are filled with awful 
jokes cheesy special effects 
and terrible acting.  Jack Frost 
1997 sees a serial killer respon-
sible for many deaths across 
several states transform into a 
killer snow man after he is melt-
ed into snow by some chemi-
cals. Now an unstoppable killing 
machine he proceeds to murder 
everybody and no amount of 
bullets, explosives or hairdry-
ers will stop him.  Jack Frost 
1998 sees a rock star played 
by Michael Keaton killed in a 
car crash only to become “ the 
world’s coolest dad” when his 
ghost possess a snowman his 
son makes after he plays on a 
magic harmonica.

Fred Claus
This movie made me hate 
Christmas.
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Christmas movies tend to 
be of the cheesy variety 
but they are a fantastic way 
to get into the holiday spirit 
and leave you with a warm 
and fuzzy feeling.

National Lampoons 
Christmas Vacation
This movie is now a come-
dy cult classic. It takes you 
on a hilarious, emotional 
roller coaster following 
the life of Clark Griswold 
(Chevy Chase), a middle 
aged man who is simply 
trying to give his family the 
perfect Christmas but runs 
into oh so many problems 
along the way. The genius 
of the movie lies in how re-
latable his problems are to 
those of any family around 
the holidays. The comedy 
may be satire but that is 
what makes it so great. 

Home Alone (original)
Pretty much everyone has 
either seen or heard of this 
film. It’s a classic, and for 
good reason. Kevin (Ma-
caulay Culkin), a young 
boy is forgotten at home 
by his family when they 
are rushing to leave for 
their Christmas vacation to 
Paris. This normally horrif-
ic incident turns out to be 
great for Kevin. He gets to 
stay up late, eat candy and 
rig his house with booby 
traps to save it from bur-
glary. The original was so 
successful four sequels 
followed.

The Polar Express
 Director Robert Zemeck-

The Best Christmas Movies
By: Madeleine Whitestone

is sprinkled a bit of magic 
here and there in this film 
creating this imaginative 
Christmas masterpiece. It 
has all of the makings for a 
great Christmas film includ-
ing reindeer, elves, snow 
and childhood innocence. 
It’s about a young boy 
who is losing faith in Santa 
Claus and follows him on 
an adventure. The movie 
has a glowing aura and is 
a fantastic way to dial up 
your Christmas spirit.

Arthur Christmas
Arthur Christmas is a more 
recent Christmas movie 
and takes a modern ap-
proach to answering the 
age-old question of how on 
earth Santa Claus visits so 
many homes in one night. 
Told through the eyes of 
Santa’s son, Arthur, who 
despite being considered 
an invaluable member 
of the Claus family is the 
only one of them who still 
holds the true meaning 
of Christmas in his heart. 
The movie itself has fan-
tastic animation and a 
heart-warming moral (it 
even includes a tiny nod to 
Toronto).

A Charlie Brown Christ-

mas
A Christmas classic since 
the 60’s filled with iconic 
music and characters. 
This movie has stood the 
test of time and is famous 
for it’s unusual but much 
loved Christmas tree. 
Charlie Brown’s realiza-
tion of the over-commer-
cialisation of the holidays 
makes for a great lesson 
but Snoopy’s antics and 
the subtlety of the mes-
sage makes it fun for 
everyone.

Scrooged
Scrooged is a comical 
spin on “A Christmas 
Carol” starring the magnif-
icent Bill Murray. Anything 
starring Bill Murray has to 
be good.

A Christmas Story
This very American Christ-
mas classic tells its tale 

from the eyes of a kid, 
reminding us of how much 
being a kid can suck. 
It takes a satirical view 
of Christmas, following 
Ralphie on his quest for 
a BB gun while his fam-
ily muddles through the 
Christmas 
season. 
The mov-
ie’s hilarity 
is what 
makes it 
shine.

Dr. Seuss’ 
How the 
Grinch 
Stole 

Christmas (animated ver-
sion)
This movie a short but 
sweet adaptation of Dr. Se-
uss’ How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas. It brings his an-
imations to life (and is a lot 
less creepy than Jim Car-
rey’s 2000 version). The 
Grinch is a cold hearted 

creature who lives on the 
top of a mountain where 
he hatefully looks down 
on Whoville, a town full of 
Christmas cheer - you all 
know the story. The Grinch 
has become a festive sta-
ple and for good reason.

The Snowman
The snowman is an ani-
mated short film. It tells the 
story of a young boy and 
his snowman (hence the 
title) that becomes real for 
one night. There is no dia-
logue but the beauty of the 
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(Inspired by “The Twelve Days 
of Christmas” – Fredric Austin)

On the first day of Harbstmas
The Tiger told me to: drink one 
Caramel Brulée Latte

On the second day of Harbst-
mas
The Tiger told me to: Toboggan 
down the Christie Pits hill

On the third day of Harbstmas
The Tiger told me to: watch 
three Holliday Movies

On the fourth day of Harbstmas
The Tiger told me to: build four 
Forts for snow fights

On the fifth day of Harbstmas
The Tiger told me to: attend five 
Holiday parties

On the sixth day of Harbstmas
The Tiger told me to: skate at 
city hall six times 

On the seventh day of Harbst-
mas
The Tiger told me to: wrap sev-
en secret Santa presents 

 On the eighth day of Harbst-
mas
The Tiger told me to: make 
eight snowmen

On the ninth day of Harbstmas
The Tiger told me to: sing nine 
Holiday songs

On the tenth day of Harbstmas
The Tiger told me to: Visit ten 
friends over the break 

On the eleventh day of Harbst-
mas
The Tiger told me to: Donate to 
eleven people in need 

On the twelfth day of Harbst-
mas
The Tiger told me to: to enjoy 
at least twelve homework free 
days 

Do you know what to get 
your friends for Christmas? 
If you don’t, here is a list of 
some awesome gift ideas:

Gift card 
A gift card is a great gift. 
If gives the person a lit-
tle bit of control over their 
present. Some popular gift 
cards are Starbucks, Chap-
ters, Itunes, and gift cards 
to different clothing stores. 
One big present
One thing that you and 
your friends could do is 
combine your money 
and buy someone one 
bigger present like a 
pair of headphones, 
an expensive piece of 
clothing, or even cam-
era gear.
Clothes
Especially if your 
friend likes fashion, 
they would probably 
love to get a new out-
fit!
A handmade gift
When you give some-
one a hand made gift that 
you made yourself, that 
person can really tell it 
comes from the heart. You 
could make a card as well. 
Some gifts you could make 
are jewelry, knit sweaters, 
scarves, or mittens, carve 
them 
a gift 
out 
of 

wood, or draw/paint a pic-
ture. Everyone loves cook-
ies, so that is 
a simple hand 

made gift 
you could 
give. You 
could also 
make a col-
lage of pic-
tures of your 
friendship.

Gifts for $10 
and under 
If you aren’t 
able to spend 
too much mon-
ey because of your budget, 
here are some great gifts 
under $10 that you could 
buy.
Cool Socks
You could always get some 
cool socks. Maybe you 

could even get socks with 
their favourite band or ani-
mal on them.
IMag Magnet Phone 
Stand
Everyone loves their 
phones. This gift doesn’t 
actually use any mag-

The Twelve Days of 
Harbstmas
 By: Diogo Mello

Gift Ideas to get your Holiday Spirit Tingling
 By: Serafina Fraracci

netism. This device has 
suction cups on it, and it 

sticks to the phone, hold-
ing it up. You can also use 
the phone stand as a ca-
ble holder to keep cables 
attached to your computer 
and out of the way. 
Waboba ball
A waboba ball is a ball that 
is made for using in the 
water. When you throw it 
in the water, it skips of the 
surface of the water.
L.E.D shoe laces
Especially if your friend 
likes to dance, L.E.D shoe-
laces would be a great gift. 
They are shoelaces that 
light up. You can buy them 
in different colours and you 
can make them flash. 
Barnacle 
A barnacle is a lot like the 
IMag Magnet Phone Stand. 
It stands up your phone on 
an angle and you can stick 
it on almost any surface. 
Tiny Book Light
Do you have a friend that 
is always up in the middle 
of the night reading a good 
book? Then getting them a 
tiny book light would be a 
great idea. It is a portable 
mini lamp that you strap 
onto your book, or put it on 
the table next to your book. 
It shines light on your book 
so you can still read when 
it is dark. 
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Inspired by all the leaves that 
have fallen from the trees, 
this cute and easy to make 
Leaf Bowl is the perfect way 
to bring autumn colours in-
doors! 

Materials:
-Dollarama faux leaves
-Mod Podge(matte or glossy 
finish)
-medium sized paint brush
-balloon
-scissors
-mixing bowl or pot. 
*Tip: The thinner the leaf, 
the better it will mold to the 
shape of your balloon. 

How To:  
1. Begin by the removing 
leaves from the branches. 
Carefully rip the entire plas-
tic stem and veins off the 
leaves. 

2. Blow up your balloon to 
size. We stuck ours inside a 
pot to keep it in place. 

3. With your mod podge in 
a cup near by, apply a thin 
layer on top of your balloon, 
starting in the middle and 
working your way out.

4. Lay a leaf on top of the wet 
mod podge and smooth with 
your paint brush. Once it’s 
stuck in place, apply another 
thin layer of mod podge on 
top of that leaf. Repeat, cov-
ering any empty spaces with 
smaller leaves.

5. When you reach about 
a quarter of the way down 
the balloon, add one or two 
leaves to the bottom of the 
bowl for extra weight and 
support. Allow to dry at least 
an hour.

6. When the mod podge is 
dry, carefully pop your bal-
loon with a pin at the tied 
end, slowly letting the air 
out. Don’t be alarmed if the 
leaves shrink down when the 
balloon deflates, it will return 
to its original shape after a 
minute or so. You may find 
that some of the mod podge 
will stick to the edges of your 
leaves, but you can just pick 
or cut it off.

Display your jewelry or any 
other treasures in this jewel 
of a bowl!  

DIY Leaf Bowl 
By SimplyAtoZ 

By: Annabel Hunter and Zoe Cezar-White
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Within his first few months 
of Harbord, Alexis is already 
one of the most social grade 
nines in the school. Not only 
does he feel comfortable 
around the people in his 
grade, he is willing to talk to 
anyone who will give him the 
time. He has begun his Har-
bord career by joining Bent 
on Change, which is a place 
where he “feels comfortable 
talking, and where he can be 
related to.” Alexis is a very 
sociable person. He is origi-
nally from Mexico and immi-
grated to Canada. Now enter-
ing the fourth month of school 
he already feels welcomed 
into his new environment and 
chose Harbord because “it 
seemed like a good choice, 
one of those things that stand 
out from other options.” He 
doesn’t expect much for his 
senior year but as a school 

we wish him and every grade 
nine a successful high school 
experience.   

If you’re a frequent visitor to 
the Harbord library you’ve 
definitely meet or seen Se-
lina. In her second year of 
High School Selina has found 
her calling: volunteering with 
our Librarians. She finds joy 
in discovering and reading 
new books and feels at home 
in Harbord’s Library.  It’s a 
rare sight to find a student 
who reads as much as this 
young girl does. On average 
a novel consist of anywhere 
between eighty thousand 
to one hundred thousand 
words, 250 words per page 

with a one-inch margin and 
she has read hundreds of 
them. Her advice to her 
grade nine self and any cur-

rent 
grade 
nine 
is “no 
one 
will 
‘niner’ 
you!” 
Wise 
words 
from 
a year 
two 
Har-
bord-
ite. 
Nov-
els to 
her 
have 
be-
come 
es-

sential for her thought pro-
cess. “Books actually make 
me think about things that 
I have never thought about 
before and consider things 
that I normally wouldn’t. They 
are also a great escape from 
reality.”
  By her senior year she 
plans on making and having 
experiences that will never be 
forgotten.  Visit Selina in the 
Library and ask for her rec-
ommendations. Who knows 
you might become a regular 
reader yourself.

Juggling schoolwork, a part 
time job and three years on 
Harbord’s very own Rug-
by team is Maximilian best 

Humans of Harbord
 By: Diogo Mello known around the school 

as Max. Now 
in his third 
year of Har-
bord Max has 
fallen in love 
with Rugby, 
originally not 
knowing if it 
was for him or 
not. His initial 
intent was to 
use the very 
physically de-
manding sport 
to get in shape 
and become 
a happier and 
healthier per-
son and today 
it has become 
his second 
nature. Max 
chose Harbord 

over three schools that were 

much closer to where he lives 
because of the overall aca-
demic focus of the school. 
Something interesting about 
this grade eleven is that he’s 
actually colorblind, which is 
only seen between seven to 

ten percent of the male popu-
lation around the world. If he 
could tell his grade nine self 
anything it would be “Make 
as many friends as possible, 
never anger Mr Gherman, 
and take advantage of the 
clubs and teams Harbord has 
to offer.” 

 You’ve seen her every-
where and anywhere. And if 
you hear Beyoncé’s newest 
hit on the announcements 
it’s because of Kianah. She 
is best known for her work 
in the Black history month 
assemblies for the past four 
years. These assemblies 
have become a Harbord fa-
vorite and and are often one 
of the most entertaining year-
ly assemblies Harbord has 
to offer thanks to W.A.C.C. 
In grade nine Kianah joined 
W.A.C.C because she want-
ed to make friends and learn 
more about her Caribbean 
heritage, and both were ac-
complished according to her.  
“Harbord is the best school 
because it is very open and 
accepting to everyone. We 
have some of the nicest 
students and faculty who do 
their best to ensure every-
one’s well being. As a result 
of our many clubs, there is al-
ways a place where students 
can find and expand on their 
interests.” However just be-
fore you think you know her 
she throws you a curve ball. 
In her free time she loves 
playing classic Playstation 
One and Two games consist-
ing of Legends of Zelda and 
Spyro. Her words to live by 
for high school are “never try 
to be “popular”, being your-
self is more than enough.” 
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Aries the Ram: March 21st- 
April 19th
With the holidays fast ap-
proaching, your emotions seem 
to be setting off like fireworks 
as they usually do in this time 
of festivities. Something about 
all the singing Santa’s and 
twinkling lights intensifies your 
moods, whether they are joyful 
or gloomy. It’s okay to feel like 
a bit of an emotional wreck, 
you’ll never be too vulnerable 
and the new year will kick you 
off with a  bang. 

Taurus the Bull: April 21st-May 
20th 
This month is all about collab-
oration and togetherness. You 
feel bonded with someone, 
whether it’s in business, friend-
ship, or love; and that bond 
makes you shine. Although 
you’re a sign who enjoys get-
ting your own way, be sure to 
make compromises, as this is 
the only answer to successful 
and happy companionships. 

Gemini the Twins: May 21st-
June 20th
The business of life is upon you 
Gemini. There is no task to big 
or small to stump you and all 
your energy is flowing in the 
right directions. With your pri-
orities set straight and healthy 
habits established, you will 
become an effective change 
maker. Think about what you 
need to change and use this 
newfound ability wisely.

Cancer the Crab: June 21st-Ju-
ly 22nd 
You have an abundant amount 
of la joie de vivre and oh how 
wonderful it is! You feel pre-
pared to delve out of your Can-
cerian shell and immerse your-
self in glamour, expression, and 
jubilation. Maybe it’s the festivity 
of the month that has you living 
out loud, or just something in 
the stars ;)

Leo the Lion: July 23rd-August 
22nd 
Self-caring and nurturing should 
be high on your list of priorities 
this month. Feeling connected 
with yourself has always been 
important to you, but it might 
really be essential to your 
positive personality this month. 
Make sure you remember how 
to spend time alone and always 
keep your kitchen supplied with 
comfort foods.

Virgo the Virgin: August 
23rd-September 22nd 
You feel engaged and atten-
tive, ready to learn and hungry 
for knowledge. Whether it’s 
something at school, home, or 
elsewhere your curiosity over-
whelms you. Talk with your 
friends, you’re feeling especially 
social and witty. Conversation is 
your passion and you’re pretty 
darn good at it. 

Libra the Scales: September 
23rd-October 22nd
Moral issues seem to be trou-
bling your mind lately. What 
do you value most Libra? 
Sometimes it’s important to 

think through what makes you 
happiest and what you care 
about most. Once you’ve set 
that straight, making mundane 
everyday decisions, as well as 
bigger, seemingly life changing 
ones will become a lot easier. 

Scorpio the Scorpion: October 
s23rd- November 22nd 
The earth does not revolve 
around making others happy 
my friend. Lately you’ve been 
so worried about being selfish, 
you’ve overexerted your friendly 
energy. You’re a compassionate 
person, but if you try to love and 
heal everyone, it might come 
across as fake. Save that ten-
derness and affection for the 
special people in your life.

Sagittarius the Archer: Novem-
ber 23rd –December 21st
An outworn situation or rela-
tionship needs to be cleared so 
it’s time to wave your little white 
flag Sagi. It’s not defeat, just a 
little responsible compromise. 
Leaving some of your baggage 
in the past is the healthiest 
things for you right now and 
shall leave you in a lovely, mel-
low mood. 

Capricorn the Goat: Decem-
ber 22nd- January 19th 
This month you’re feeling your 
emotions intensify; passion 
and romance seem to rush 
through your veins. You’re in 
the mood to wear your heart 
on your sleeve and you’re 
feeling very emotionally 
brave. It’s a good time for big 
romantic gesture, or possibly 

HOROSCOPES- December Issue 2014
 By: Imogen the Wistful Gazer

just to shake off anything that’s 
been on your back recently. 

Aquarius: January 20th –Febru-
ary 19th
Lately you’ve been thinking a lot 
about the future, where will you 
be 10 years from now? You’re 
happy to sacrifice small current 
plans in exchange for a lasting 
victory. It’s splendid that you’re 
so prepared for your future 
trajectory, but remember to live 
in the moment when you can, 
it can be the most enjoyable 
despite it’s fleeting quality. 

Pisces the Fish: February 20th-
March 19th 
Big news could be arriving this 
month, once you’ve gotten 
over the possible shock, think 
critically. Your powers of per-
suasion are especially high so 
start pitching ideas or projects 
with others. You have an espe-
cially unique and creative way 
of weaving ideas together; use 
this skill as much as possible.
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