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 Just a few weeks 
ago we had our election 
for the 2015-2016 school 
representatives on the 
Student Activity Council. 
While most of the can-
didates were appointed 
without competition, there 
were a few campaigns, 
many cookies, some post-
ers, a box of Timbits and 
about an hour of speech-
es. All of that first week 
of May, we could hear 
chatter and debates all 
through the halls about 
who should be elected. 
It was a very tight race. 

Batches and Batches of Cookies
By Bridget Carter-Whitney

President: Ryan Cheng

Social Convenor: Richard Waines

Senior V-P: Zoë Szigeti 

Junior V-P: Leah Bekiaris 

Public Relations Officer: Declan Gray

External Affairs Officer: Nastasia Kirstic

Equity Officer: Zadie Laborde 

Tr
ea

su
re

r: 
Will

iam Xu

Secretary: Anna DeLuca

Year 4 Reps: Juliet Hirst & Helina Ma

Year 3 Reps: Soundos Rezig & Marc Tedesco
Year 2 Reps: Sasha Fuller & Tess Schwartz

A student visiting from 
another high school was 
very surprised at hearing 
one of these conversa-
tions, and asked me, “You 
mean you actually take 
elections seriously here?” 
The answer is, of 
course,Yes. That’s Har-
bord politics for you. 
Current SAC president 
Andre Roy says this of 
next years student coun-
cil: “I’m proud of all of 
the newly elected exec-
utives and I can’t wait to 
see what they do for the 
school. I wish them the 

best of luck when they 
take over next year!”
 The actual election 
took place Friday, May 9 
in our Home Form class-
es, and that afternoon we 
got the results. Roy will be 
passing the presidential 
torch to Ryan Cheng.
“I’m excited to be pres-
ident,” Cheng say, “be-
cause for the the years 
that I’ve been here, Har-
bord has been nothing 
but good to me, so now’s 
my chance to give back 
to the school that has 
taught me so much.” 

Cheng caught the vot-
ers attention with a song 
with his guitar with origi-
nal lyrics about Harbord. 
Joining Cheng’s admin-
istration will be Senior 
Vice-President Zoe Szigeti 
and  Junior Vice-President 
Leah Bekiaris. 
Congratulations to all the 
winners and a big pat on 
the back to everyone who 
ran. Voters will be anxious 
to see if the new student 
government actually suc-
ceeds in getting a consis-
tent supply of paper tow-
els in the washrooms this 
coming year!

SAC Elections 
2015
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  I usually do 
not care much to post a 
status on Facebook, but 
with the sudden absur-
dities I have been hear-
ing from people about 
Ontario’s new sex-ed 
curriculum, I simply had 
to respond. First I would 
like to emphasize that I 
fully respect all religious 
views and understand 
that some do not agree 
with everything the Lib-
erals have added to the 
curriculum. However, it’s 
important that people 
widen their understand-
ing of modern society, 
and question their own 
ideas. Today it’s almost 
impossible to complete-
ly avoid sexual content; 
we as Millennials face 
the new challenge of 

A Rant: Sex-Ed 
By Diogo Mello

unlimited             access 
to media            and 
its imagery. The major-
ity of the hoopla from 
the parties who do not 
agree with this switch 
is centered around the 
inclusion of the LGBTQ 
community within the 
curriculum. 
 
 It confuses me 
thoroughly how parents 
can enroll their children 
in PUBLIC school and 
then argue that “chil-
dren aren’t ready” to 
learn a more balanced 
and modern program. 
Parents might object to 
having their child learn 
about the difference be-
tween transgender and 
transexual. But wouldn’t 
they want their child to 

learn how to cope in a 
world in which a female 
has a 25% chance of 
being sexually assault-
ed within her lifetime 
(Canadian Statistic). Or 
how to survive in a world 
where young people 
who identify as LGBTQ 
are eight times more 
likely to commit suicide? 
These are just some of 
the things that students 
learn about in the new 
curriculum. And yet 
objection to the curricu-
lum is adamant.Today I 
actually heard a woman 
state that this new edu-
cation was “an abomi-
nation to the church.” 
 
 From what I have-
learned, experienced, 
and pieced together, 

the majority of religions 
have a fundamental 
bellief in the love of your 
fellow human-being. Al-
though it may not sit well 
with your morals, men-
tality, and understanding 
of the cosmos, please 
acknowledge that as 
the world progresses 
(specifically Canada as 
the main focus for this 
piece) so do the social 
norms. If a ninety-sev-
en billion dollar indus-
try (pornography) is so 
easily accessible what 
do you think is stopping 
your child from looking 
up everything they want 
to know? At least within 
the school system sex 
can be taught in a mea-
sured and knowledge-
able fashion. 
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Softball is a sport sim-

ilar to baseball in that 

they are both played 

on a diamond and they 

have the same positions 

for the players. Aside 

from those similarities, 

they are very distinct. 

Softball is played with 

a slightly larger hard 

ball, contrary to what 

the name implies. The 

pitcher pitches the ball 

underhand and can use 

the “windmill” method, 

which involves the pitch-

er whipping her arm 

back in a circle before 

releasing the ball to-

wards the catcher. 

 

 The Harbord Girl’s  

Softball team has had 

whirlwind season so far. 

The team has two more 

games left in the sea-

son and have had one 

excellent win and three 

losses so far. They have 

an exciting mix of play-

ers on the team; ranging 

from grades 9-12. The 

team tries its best to 

work together when they 

are playing; softball is a 

sport that heavily relies 

on fast action and con-

centration for success.  

During their winning 

game the team was fo-

cused and prepared for 

action. Although going 

into the last inning they 

Softball Season
By Iloe Ariss

were eight runs behind 

they went though the 

entire batting order and 

got nine runs! The op-

posing team came up 

to bat and one player 

made it to first base (to 

the chagrin of the pitch-

er, who happened to 

be the third substitute 

pitcher). The details of 

the first out were 

lost on the pitcher as 

she was focusing 

on her pitching but 

she can assure you

 that it was epic.

 The second and 

third outs arrived 

at the same time. 

A batter hit the 

ball lightly in a 

horizontal line 

towards the pit-

cher who caught 

it (one out) and 

then turned arou-

nd and threw the 

ball to the sec-

ond-base-woman 

who caught it and 

touched her base, 

completing the third 

out, as the runner had 

already left the base. 

What a thrilling moment! 

There are high hopes 

that another win will 

occur this season. Good 

luck to the softball team 

on their two upcoming 

games! 
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Twenty years. It took 
twenty years for Har-
bord’s senior boys soc-
cer team to advance to 
tier one and qualify for 
OFSSA. According to 
captain Anton Meir their 
success is the result 
of, “a complete team 
that worked together 
and never gave up.” 
Harbord is now more 
then ever being con-
sidered a threat to oth-
er schools across the 
GTA. 
 
 “The season was 
pleasantly surprising. 
Before the season 
I would have never 
thought we would have 
achieved as much as 
we did. We are all very 
proud of ourselves,” 

OFSSA for the Win
By Diogo Mello

said star player, Quintin 
Lopes. 

 Each player gave 
it their all for the sport 
they love this year 

 “The squad went 
through the good, the 
bad, the ugly and the 
great this season,” 
says Mark Nathan. “We 
played like coach Pur-
chase wanted, like a 
team, and that’s what 
put us through to OFS-
SA. We couldn’t have 
done it without him.”
 All of Harbord will 
be behind the boys as 
they take on the prov-
ince at OFSSA.
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If you have not already 
guessed, due our spunky 
cover, this issue’s theme is 
”The Future” as of late, or 
pretty much as of always, 
the future has gotten a 
pretty bad rep. People are 
scared of it, everything 
as we know it changes – 
fashion changes, technol-
ogy changes, life chang-
es, and people change. 
This fear is especially 
prominent with gradua-
tion fast approaching for 
many. The idea of leaving 
our little nest , school, is a 
tremendously frightening 
one. It’s the first time your 

“[An] authoritative new 
study sets out a grim vi-
sion of shortages and vi-
olence – but amid all the 
gloom, there is hope too” 
says Jonathan Owen, 
the author of an article 
found on The Indepen-
dent.co.uk (the article 
is called “The planet’s 
future: Climate change 
‘will cause civilizations 
to collapse’” for those of 
you who are interested). 
As most of us know, the 
planet will face several 
serious changes in the 
coming future when it 
comes to the environ-
ment. 
 The environment 
has been affected by 
human activities for 
years, though it is said 
that it will only increase 
in the future. With pop-
ulations growing in size, 
the world will need to 
produce more food to 
feed everyone, find more 
fresh water for everyone 
to drink, and most im-
portantly, be able to hold 
everyone. Environments 
are harmed due to urban 
sprawl, loss of resources 

such as forests, a growth 
in certain species such 
as pigs and sheep, a 
loss in certain species, 
and the list continues. 
Jonathan Owen’s
quote above 
implies th-
at there 
will 
be
glo-
b-
al 
“
g-
lo-
om” 
to app-
ear in 
the future,
 though it a-
lso says “there 
is hope too”. 

 And of course, 
there is hope. There are 
ways that you can help 
aid the environment, 
if not in one gigantic 
swing, then slowly, little 
by little, in “baby steps” 
but there is hope be-
cause today more peo-
ple are eco-conscious 
than ever before and 

The Future for the Environment
By Nastasia-Simonida Krstic

A Letter from The Editors
By Madeleine Whitestone

more people want to 
work towards preserving 
our environment.

 Here are three 
                  simple sug- 
                        gestions  
                             that go
                                    a 
                                    lo-
                                   

                                     ng
                                   way
                                  to
                               ensu-
                          ring that 
                      the future is  
           positive: These 
tips help preserve all 
sorts of ecosystems and 
parts of the planet - from 
keeping the air around 
us clean, to aiding plants 
and other organisms:
 First, instead of 
using garbage bags for 
garbage bins, place sand 
at the bottom of your bin 
and rinse it out every time 
you’ve finished emptying 

on your own, entering 
adulthood. Not only do we 
have our personal futures 
to worry about but we are 
constantly hearing warn-
ing about the future. Ste-
phen Hawking believes 
we should be very scared 
of artificial intelligence, 
Millions of scientists are 
warning us of the dire 
future of our environment. 
These warning do have 
their validation. Robots 
really could take over the 
world or at least drasti-
cally change it in a not 
so positive way. Our en-
vironment is rapidly dete-

riorating, we are having 
more freak storms, more 
natural disasters, our cli-
mate is all over the place 
with warmer winters and 
freezing summers. But, 
the future doesn’t have to 
be so scary, humans are 
smart, we will probably 
find a way to fix our prob-
lems, find a way to save 
the environment by being 
creative (which is one 
capability that artificial 
intelligence will probably 
never have). We have 
also come so far already, 
if I were to tell someone 
from less than a century 

ago, what a computer is, 
they wouldn’t believe their 
eyes. This is to say, if we 
can achieve so much is 
such little time, who is to 
say we cant keep that 
up. Most importantly we, 
as high school student 
should be looking forward 
to the future the most. 
Yes, the future is vague 
and undetermined but it is 
there for us to grasp. We 
all still have the potential 
to do anything and be 
anything we want to, so 
why be afraid?

it. The sand will absorb 
any moisture and help 
the bin stink less. It might 
take a few extra minutes, 
but the end result is worth 
it.
 Second, if you’re 
walking somewhere and 
you see garbage on 
the ground, pick it up 
and put it in the trash. It 
might seem a bit weird, 
or gross, but this aids 
the planet -which is very 
much alive- and helps 
maintain healthy eco-
systems (even in cities) 
since it lowers organisms 
chances of coming into 
contact with harmful, or 
just gross, materials.
Third, plant plants such 
as vegetables, fruits, flow-
ers, etc. instead of grass. 
A study done by the Uni-
versity of California shows 
that your lawn grass is 
actually harmful to the 
environment because the 
amount of carbon dioxide 
produced by lawn main-
tenance is four times the 
amount of carbon that is 
naturally collected/stored 
by the lawn itself. There-
fore, why not plant some-
thing more useful and 
aesthetically pleasing? 
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Crop Tops:
Orchid: Eww, why are they 
wearing so much clothing?
Clove: And wouldn’t they 
get really weird tans???
Orchid: what are those 
holes in their stomachs?
Clove: Don’t you know, that 
was before we all came 
out of eggs/machines. You 
actually grew inside of 
someone’s body, and that’s 
where you were connected 
to them!
Orchid: But that doesn’t 
make any sense, it sounds 
like something out of a sci-fi 
movie!

Canada Goose Jackets:
Clove: Why are they calling 
that coat a prehistoric bird?
Orchid: Maybe the bird is 
stuffed inside
Clove: I think it is cute that 
they made a fancy badge 
for each person’s serial 
number
Orchid: True! but its looks 
so warm!
Clove: Since the sun is so 
close to the earth now, it’s 
always like 45 degrees
Orchid: What a stupid fash-
ion

Lulu Lemon Leggings:
Clove: What is that?
Orchid: Did they paint them-
selves black?
Clove: Why did people wear 

so much clothes in the past!
Orchid: I know! you can 
hardly see their body
Clove: Maybe it’s like a rule. 
that everyone must dress 
very conservatively.
Orchid: And why are they 
standing
Clove: We never stand now. 
I mean why would we, when 
we have motorized chairs!?

Orchid: It’s ridiculous!
Keds, Toms: 
Clove: Why are their feet 
coloured?
Orchid: No, I think you put 
these ON your feet! That’s 
very strange.
Clove: It looks very uncom-
fortable.
Orchid: yes and what would 
you do when you need to 
wash yourself?
Clove: I don’t know, maybe 
they cut them off and then 
after put a new one on. 
Orchid: Either way, you can 
see it’s very primitive.
Clove: This is way before 
they invented levitation trav-
elling so your feet don’t get 
dirty.
Orchid: Why are they called 
those names?
Clove: Clearly it’s because 
only people named ked or 
tom can wear them

Orchid: Ohhh.
Memes:
Clove: Is that supposed to 
be funny?
Orchid: Why is there writing 
on that picture?
Clove: Why would they write 
down their jokes rather than 
say them?
Orchid: I’m confused. Why 
is he so weird looking?
Clove: Did all the people in 
the past look like that?

Orchid: What are those 
things on his eyes?
Clove: I think it’s like a giant 
version of our holographic 
contact lenses!
Orchid: Woah, they’re like 

bug’s eyes!
The Walking Dead:
Orchid: Oh my god, I’m 
scared!
Clove: But if they’re dead 
how can they walk?
Orchid: That guy at the front 
looks malnourished
Clove: What are those peo-
ple on the top standing on?
Orchid: Some old fashioned 
vehicle?
Clove: It’s so big! and why 
is it not hovering?
Orchid: I think it’s a docu-

mentary.
iPhones: 
Clove: Instead of telepathic 
communication, they used 
these silly little electronic 
devices. They paid a lot of 
money to have this certain 
one which had a different 
shape and different things 
inside. Also they bought co-
loured things to go around 
the device.
Orchid: Like clothing?
Clove: Exactly!
Orchid: What’s that little cir-
cle thing on the back?
Clove: I don’t know, but it 
looks like a picture of the 
extinct fruit that people 
used to eat.
Orchid: Raw?!
Clove: Yes, isn’t that gross?!
Orchid: And it’s cruel to the 
apples, couldn’t they still 
feel it?
Clove: Yeah, and that’s why 

we decapitate and bake our 
apples before we eat them.
Orchid: Much more hu-
mane! 

The Selfie:
Clove: Her arms are so 
freakishly long!
Orchid: Why does it look 
like shes reaching out to the 
camera
Clove: It’s like a mugshot 
but happy
Orchid: Hmmm... wait I’ve 
got it!
Clove: What?
Orchid: She’s a mutant from 
the past that scientists built 
to reach to things on the top 
shelving units.

Clove: Ooo-
hhh!
Starbucks:
Clove: Hey! 
I recognise 
this! This is 
the symbol on 
the world flag.
Orchid: Ya, 

but wait, if their money is 
made of stars, wouldn’t that 
be difficult to collect?
Clove: I guess, or maybe it’s 
like our points system, and 
it’s just a picture of a star.
Orchid: Oh. Anyway, this 
looks good.
Clove: I eat something like 
this every day for dinner! 
Orchid: Doesn’t Everybody?
Orange is the New Black:
Clove: Why is there a whole 
bunch of people wearing 
way too much, and not to 
mention really ugly, cloth-
ing underneath a common 
expression?
Orchid: Ya, I mean it’s in the 
dictionary so why does it 
need an illustration?
Clove: Maybe it’s the old 
earthlings’ motto.
Orchid: But why is the word 
orange in the colour black 
and the word black in the 
colour orange?
Clove: Maybe they were all 
colourblind in the past.
Orchid: Ah, I see

16 Year-Olds of the Future Look Back On Today’s Fashions 
By Anne Cowley and Lena Rye
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I begin typing this at 
1:12am. Some would con-
sider this a strange time 
to be awake on a Thurs-
day night for a student. I 
disagree. No amount of 
chamomile tea can calm 
my chassis nor can music 
mellow out my mysteri-
ous mind. I ponder each 
minute of the present day 
and fear the hours of the 
future. I wiggle my toes to 
ensure I still can. Along 
with the rest of my body 
they’re numb. My breath-
ing becomes deeper and 
shorter, things begin to 
blur. It becomes unbear-
able to even think clearly 
as I write this.

1:57am
The sky looks beautiful 
tonight. Both of my shut-
ters are swung open, and 
the blinds are pulled to 
the top. My mind begins 
to calm itself down at the 
sight of the moon. I have 
many regrets that I think 
about now as I stare into 
the visible space. I wish 
I wrote this article soon-
er, I wish I was more or-
ganized, but above all I 
wish the year would slow 
down. 

2:22am 
Before my senior year 
started, the last time I 
remember seeing this 

number on my phone’s 
clock was the night before 
school. My alarm was set 
for 7:20am, my clothes 
were folded waiting for 
me next to my backpack. 
I was nervously excited 
to begin my year. Now I 
wish it was that same first 
day. I had simpler ideas 
for the year back then 
and though it was only 
seven months ago, much 
has changed in the way I 
think now. I want to take 
this moment to thank each 
person who helped me 
see the brighter side to 
life this year. 

3:44am
Have you ever begun to 
fall asleep and then wo-
ken up abruptly because 
you have finally realized 
those series of events 
which happened three 
years ago shaped you 
into the person you are 
today? Has it happened 
more than three times a 
week? Did you lose count-
less hours of sleep trying 
to figure that out? Who 
is the first person you 
call/text when you need 
someone by your side? 
What are your darkest 
moments? Where do you 
feel happiest? When did 
you realize that you were 
suffering from a type of 
agony? Why do you think 

you’re alone? These are 
questions I want you to 
think about when you get 
into these moments. 

5:16am
I’ve been trying to distract 
my thoughts by drowning 
them out with anything at 
my disposal; so far noth-
ing has worked. I’m still 
wide awake. Around this 
time I usually begin to 
ask myself strange ques-
tions and write them down 
hoping that one-day I will 
receive an answer. A few I 
came up with are:
Why are pants considered 
a pair? 
Why is Alanis Morissette’s 
song called “Ironic” if 
none of the lyrics are 
actually ironic? Is that the 
ironic part of it? 
If hipsters hate main-
stream, and hating main-
stream becomes main-
stream does that mean 
they have to love it? 
Everyone thinks it’s 
strange that someone 
decided to drink the liquid 
that came from the cow’s 
utter. Can you imagine 
what went through the 
person’s mind who decid-
ed to make cheese from 
that same milk? 
Why did Frito-Lay assume 
it was okay to make the 
chip bags smaller without 
the consent of its consum-

Strange hours of the night 
By Diogo Mello

ers? 

6:34am
So now those of you read-
ing somewhat understand 
how my brain works. If 
you’re weirded out by it, 
you are not alone - I often 
question how my process 
of thinking works. Espe-
cially in times of agony. 
I stayed up all night be-
cause all I can think about 
this year was all the times 
I have messed up. I kept 
thinking that I messed up 
this year. That there was 
more I could of done, 
experiences I could have 
prevented from happen-
ing. The relationships I 
could have mended with 
the people I had done 
wrong. The month of May 
is when I started asking 
is, did I mess up?

6:44am
Agony through the differ-
ent perspectives...
“Intense pain of mind or 
body” --Merriam-Webster 
dictionary 
“There is no greater ago-
ny than bearing an untold 
story inside you” --Maya 
Angelou 
“The amorous subject, ac-
cording to one contingen-
cy or another, feels swept 
away by the fear of dan-
ger, an injury, an aban-
donment, a revulsion--a 
sentiment he expresses 
under the name of anxi-
ety.” --Ronald Barthes  
“Agony, something no one 
should face alone.” --A 
friend 

7:20am
My alarm just went of. 
Let’s see if anyone can 
tell that I didn’t sleep 
again last night. That’s 
the beauty of coffee: a 
few cups and no one can 
tell that I’ve missed four 
nights of sleep in a row. 
Don’t think you’re alone 
at night with thousands of 
racing thoughts, there are 
millions of others going 
though the same thing.
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Our Future - Still Bright  
By Serafina Fraracci
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Do you ever have one 
of those moments 
where you’re chilling 
inside a car or walking 
into your local coffee 
shop and a beat you’re 

UP AND COMING 
ARTISTS 

deM atlas – All We Got (Rap)

Abra – Make It (R&B)

London Grammar – Strong (Indie)

Set It Off  - Why Worry (Rock)

Loud Luxury – A
ll F

or You (ED
M) 

Azealia Banks – 1991 (Hip Hop/ Rap)
Gwen Stefani – Hollaback Girl (Hip-Hop/Dance-Pop)

Arc
tic

 M
on

ke
ys –

 On
e F

or
 Th

e R
oa

d (
Ind

ie 
Ro

ck
/A

lte
rn

at
ive R

oc
k)

Selah Sue – Crazy Sufferin Sue (R&B and Soul)

Tame Impala – Half Glass Full Of Wine (Psychedelic Rock) Arct
ic M

onkeys –
 Fir

esi
de 

(Indie
 Ro

ck/Altern
ative R

ock
)

BeyoncE – Flawless (Pop)

used to hearing on your 
IPod comes on? Your 
eyes widen, your head 
starts to bob, your foot 
taps to the rhyme and 
you start belting those 

fire verses. Everyone 
looks at you in awe 
because it’s the first 
time this song has ever 
been played over the 
radio but you already 

know every lyric. For 
those five minutes or so 
you’re Godly, all those 
around bow down to 
your superior musical 
taste. 

By Diogo Mello and Nas-
tasia-Simonida Krstic
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IK   Reviews
By Iloe Ariss and Kira Knight

After Earth
What a spectacular 
film. Cast with the moth-
er-daughter powerhouse 
Meryl Streep and Ma-
mie Gummer, this film is 
definitely one of the best 
that has been released 
over the past couple of 
years. Based in the near 
future, Earth has been 
swallowed by a solar 
flare, and there are only 
four humans left. After the 

mission of a lifetime to 
Mars, the foursome come 
back to where Earth was, 
only to find the leftover 
debris. It’s now up to 
them to figure out a way 
to survive, and potential-
ly colonize a new planet 
before their food storage 
and, more importantly, 
their oxygen tank runs 
out. 

Back to the Future
I am going to begin by 
saying that I do not rec-
ommend this film at all. I 
was expecting a twisted 
horror film, but was pre-
sented with something 
resembling Beetle Juice. 
It was awkward, and 
not filmed in a manner 
that should have been 

acceptable to release, 
needless to say the sto-
ryline was horrible as 
well. It follows a young 
woman, around the age 
of 23, who is so lost in her 
own mind that she thinks 
that she is stuck in the 
past. Hence the name 
Back to the Future. To all 
those considering renting 
movie, it’s not worth those 
$3, I would give it a pass. 

Good reading?
A librarian in a downtown 
public library saves a 
girl from someone who is 
bothering her. She kicks 
the bully out of the library 
on the pretense that he 
was talking too loudly 
when, in fact, he should 
have been whispering. 
Thus begins the story of 

the librarian’s life; told in 
epic flash-forwards that 
reflect the eras in which 
they occur. Her
 travels to collect her 
books of choice bring 
her to many different, 
beautiful, and sometimes 
dangerous lands. Unable 
to retrieve the last of her 
treasured books peace-
fully she sets out to do it 

by stealth. She doesn’t 
realize that in her formal 
librarian training, she 
missed out on the under-
world of books
Wall-E
The year is 2026 and 
humans finally come to 
their senses and decide 
to stop polluting the en-
vironment. All across the 
world mines, factories, 
nuclear reactors and 
other fossil fuel using 

agencies are shut down. 
Cars are left permanently 

parked. People 
roam the streets 
and begin to em-
pathize with one 
another, giving 
and receiving 
goods for no mon-
ey at all. The capi-
talist machine now 
broken, only one 
thing stands in 
their way. Wall-E. 

This invisible virtual wall, 

much like the Iron Cur-
tain, has divided the East 
and West hemispheres, 
seemingly forever. What 
cultural acts must take 
place to break down this 
barrier? Watch the film, 
and you will see.

The Matrix
This gentle film depicts 
the creation of the most 
complex piece of art 

in the world: a giant, 
multi-layer, multi-sided 
canvas/sculpture that is 
painted on, drawn on, 
and simply breathed on 
by the artist. The artist 
has some minor interac-
tions with the construc-
tion workers who help 
with the necessary small 
cranes and other such 
equipment. These inter-
actions shape the film 
and allow us to see some 
character development. 
The reason to see this 
movie is really the piece 
of art in the film and the 
incredible soundtrack 
that accompanies the 
long stretches without 
dialogue. The soundtrack 
includes The Thompson 
Twins, K’naan and Glenn 
Gould. 
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Have you ever been in a 
room with dozens of peo-
ple communicating with 
deceased loved ones? 
Have you ever gotten the 
chance to get your future 
told twenty-five times in 
one day?
During the last week of 
April, I, your faithful astrol-
ogist was lucky enough 
to attend Toronto’s sec-
ond annual psychic fair. 
My zodiac correspondent 
from Humberside C.I. and 
I made our way down the 
dark and abandoned Ex 
fairgrounds to the Queen 
Elizabeth building, where 
we stood shyly around the 
entrance, wondering what 
types of people would be 
found inside. It seems that 
psychics, mediums, clair-
voyants and all types of 
spiritual readers have suf-
fered with a flaky, pseudo-
science type reputation for 
a long time. Being young 
astrologists ourselves, we 
were by no means there 
to poke fun at any palm 
reading rituals. However, 
we worried that despite our 
slight knowledge on the 
subject and open minds, 
we may not fit in. 
How wrong we were! In-
side the small building was 
a glorious cluster of peo-
ple from all walks of life. 
We soon realized that we 
had passed judgment too 
fast while imagining mys-
tical individuals covered 
in scarves and bangles 
(although there was one 
woman wrapped head 
to toe in a bright orange 
scarf). Almost everyone 
there looked like any other 
ordinary person walking 
down the street. There 
were lots of mothers with 
their children, several mid-
dle aged folk, and even 
two other teenagers. The 
next couple of hours (we 
ended up staying far lon-
ger than anticipated) were 
a whirlwind of fortunes, 
readings, and spiritual 
communication.  I got my 
palm read and learned that 
it is presently a good time 
for me to travel and get 
dental work done, as well 

as many other valuable 
tidbits and tips. My fellow 
astrologist was sponta-
neously approached by a 
heavily unibrowed psychic 
who proceeded to perform 
a “hair reading”. Hair read-
ing involves a lot of uncom-
fortable touching of the 
hair and hands, but pro-
vides interesting results. 
He was able to give some 
very specific insight on her 
family ties and personality.
We also sat down for sev-
eral lectures; the first on 
communicating with dead 
loved ones. It is at times 
like that where sometimes 
my faith in psychics is 
slightly challenged. But 
it was nevertheless very 
fascinating and extremely 
entertaining. This medium 
(someone who communi-
cates with people in the 
afterlife) would close her 
eyes and allow spirits of 
dead loved ones in the 
audience to enter her psy-
che to pass on messag-
es from the spirit world. 
We watched this woman 
yell out random names 
like “Rebecca” or “Pe-
ter!” sometimes it would 
even be the first letter of 
their name, a number that 
could somehow relate to 
them, or perhaps a sport 
they played. She would 
proceed to ask more ques-
tions about that person to 
make sure she was com-
municating with the right 

audience members. The 
dead loved ones would 
communicate things like, “I 
hope you’re well” or simply 
say that they were present 
                and watching             
over their living relatives.  
Although the mediums 
sometimes created horri-
bly awkward moments in 
which none of their spiritu-
al messages could relate 
to anyone in the audience, 
there was one heartfelt mo-
ment when a young man 
received what appeared 
to be quite a specific and 
loving message from his 
grandmother. 
Our next lecture was 
about moonology, a prac-
tice actually created by 
the woman speaking to 
us. The fascinating thing 
about moonology is since 
the moon has so many 
phases, there are tons of 
different days to be born 
on that relate to different 
personality traits, unlike the 
zodiac that only has twelve 
signs. I learned about the 
two main categories you 
can be placed under the 
moon: waning and waxing. 
Waxings are often more 
driven and wired, whereas 
as wanings, like me, tend 
to be more laid back.  Your 
moon birthday only actu-
ally occurs every nineteen 
years since that is how 
long it takes for the moon 
to return to it’s exact posi-
tion when you were born. 

So for all of us who have 
not turned nineteen yet, we 
aren’t even one year old 
in moon time. We learned 
that every day, the moon 
is a certain percentage 
of fullness, I for example, 
was born on a day where 
it was 55% full. Often, 
when adding the moon 
percentage of people who 
are significant to each 
other, you can make 100%. 
Our moonologist claimed 
that 90% of the mothers 
she sees have exactly 
100% moons with their 
children. Sure enough, I 
and my astrology corre-
spondent (who happens to 
be my best friend) added 
up to 100%.
Our final lecture was held 
by a delightful Irish woman 
who gave us a description 
so detailed on the afterlife, 
I would need to write a 
book to describe it all. I will 
say that she claims to not 
only speak to dead people 
on a regular basis, but to 
have the spirit of a medi-
eval French man named 
Francois take over her psy-
che every now and again 
to perform psychic rituals. 
My time at the psychic fair 
was highly informative and 
a splendid way to spend 
a Saturday evening. I 
was introduced to a very 
intriguing assembly of 
people, all of whom were 
warm and friendly and very 
willing to share their ex-
pertise and open minds. I 
left that day, not only with 
my very own pendulum 
(which I utilize daily) and 
a ten page sheet of my 
personal astrological bio-
rhythms, but also with a 
much broader understand-
ing and appreciation of the 
psychic and clairvoyant 
world. A world so fascinat-
ing that I suggest even you 
skeptics and nonbelievers 
should wander down to 
the Ex next April, simply 
to learn a bit more about 
the vast and complex spir-
itual world. Whether you 
buy it or not, this subject 
is dense with history, thrill, 
and a lot of passion. 

Your Astrologist 
Visits The Psychic Fair

By Imogen the Wistful Gazer
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1. Go to the Pride Parade! 
 
The annual Pride Parade 
happens this year on Sun-
day, June 28th! It starts at 
2pm at Church and Bloor. 
Come out and support the 
LGBTQ community! 

2. Spend the day on the Island! 

Toronto Island is just a 
short and inexpensive 
ferry ride away! Head 
on over with your bike 
and a few friends and 
spend the day catch-
ing some rays on the 
beach! The Ward’s 
Island beach is my 
personal favourite. 
There is a volley-
ball net on the 
beach and a 
nice café near 
by. 

3. Have a picnic in 

the park of your 

choice! 

Peanut 
butter 
jelly time! 
Make 
some 

SUMMER BUCKET LIST
By Olivia Deresti

sandwiches, pack up a 
nice lunch for you and 
some friends and head to 
the park! Trinity Bellwoods, 
High Park, you pick!  You 
could even bring along a 
frisbee or a game to play 
while you’re enjoying your-
self outside. 

4. Catch up on episodes of your 

favourite shows!

Admit it, summer is the 
perfect time to catch up on 
all the shows you’re behind 
on because of summative 
season! Hours of free time 
and nothing to do… take a 
break in the air condition-
ing and be lazy for a while. 
You deserve it after all the 
hard work you (hopefully) 
did. Just don’t forget that 
being outside is nice too! 

5. Work on a creative summer 

project!

Get inspired by the sun-
shine and the flowers and 
the happy people! Draw, 
paint, write a song, what-
ever you feel like! Do it all 
outside!  

6. Read some books!

Summer is the perfect time 
to kick back and relax with 
a book! On your deck, in 
the park, at the beach… 
anywhere you like! You 
might even have time to 
read a whole series. 

7. Have a yard sale!

Have a bunch of old 
clothes and things that 
you don’t want any-
more lying around? 
Think somebody 
else might enjoy 
them more than 
you? Sit out on 
your porch and 
sell your old 
stuff! You can 
be outside, 
relax, and 
make some 
money at the 
same time! 
Everyone 
loves yard 
sales! (Or 
at least I 
do.)

Harbord Tiger Talk news-
paper was named The Best 
High School Newspaper (for 
papers with a staff under 
10) for 2015 by the Toronto 
Star newspaper.
Tiger Talk was the recipient 
of this highly prestigious 

award at a ceremony in 
which 
high 
school 
newspa-
pers from 
through-
out the 
GTA and 
beyond 
were 
repre-
sented. In 
total there 

were over  600 submissions 
reviewed for a variety of 
awards in a wide range of 
writing categories, as well 
as photography and com-
ics. The Best Newspaper 
award is, however, by far 

the single most awesome 
of all the categories, so the 
editors were both amazed 
and humbled to be named 
top dog. 
Due to the timing of the 
event, and the cruel and 
relentless burden of sum-
mative season, only four 
Tiger Talk staff members 
were able to attend the 
event, which was held at 
the Star’s massive Vaughan 
Press Centre located in 
beautiful Vaughan. In atten-
dance were Iloe Aris, Chloe 
Valcin-Wright, Keira Knight 
and Madeline Whitestone. 
They enjoyed speeches by 
Star reporters and editors, 
and lasagna both meat and 

vegetarian. There were also 
sumptuous deserts and a 
cash prize of $500. 
The editors took great pains 
to emphasize that they 
were accepting the prize on 
behalf of everyone who has 
contributed to the paper this 
year. 
“The paper is only as good 
as the submissions,” said 
editor Madeline Whitestone, 
“and this year we had great 
submissions, both from writ-
ers and photographers.”
Tiger Talk is looking forward 
to an even more successful 
year next year as it will be 
able to build on its phenom-
enal accomplishments of 
2015.

WE WON!
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This year, we are saying 
farewell to a few very apre-
ciated, and well respected 
teachers. To send them 
off, we asked them a few 
questions about their time 
at Harbord, here are the 
questions we asked and 
the responses we got.

Questions:
1. The first school you 
taught at was
2. If I hadn’t been a teach-
er, I would have 
3.The best thing about 
teaching is
4. The worst thing about 
teaching is
5. What I will miss most 
about Harbord C.I. is
6. What I wont miss about 
Harbord C.I. is
7. Next year I will be 
8. Words of wisdom for 
students 

Peter Roffman
1. Weston C.I. for high 
school, Humber College for 
college
2. I was a writer/research-
er for four decades, and it 
was hard making a decent 
living as a freelancer.
3. The students
4. The marking
5. The friendliness, the 
politeness of students and 
teachers alike
6. The cell-like inside 
rooms with no windows
7. I don’t really know. I ha-
ven’t made any plans other 
than to fix up my house.
8. Let it be.

Jimmy Steele
1. The first 
school you 
taught at was 
Georges Vani-
er S.S. in North 
York.
2. If I hadn’t 
been a teacher, I 
would have been 
a translator...but 
I always, always, 
always wanted 
to be a language 
teacher, and 
here I am.
3. The best thing 

Farewell to Our Departing Teachers
about teaching is you.
4. The worst thing about 
teaching is losing sleep 
worrying about you.
5. What I will miss most 
about Harbord C.I. is many 
and varied: kind and ded-
icated students, a sup-
portive administration and 
great colleagues, a safe 
and welcoming work 
environment, an incred-
ible library, and seeing 
the many friends that 
have shaped my adult 
life every day. Plus, I love 
to brag that I work at the 
school with the largest 
languages program in 
Ontario. That, and I’ll 
miss being close to Sushi 
on Bloor.
6. What I won’t miss 
about Harbord C.I. is the 
cramped hallway in the 
Languages wing on the 
second floor.
7. Next year I will be teach-
ing at the Faculty of Educa-
tion at York University, help-
ing to train future French 
teachers.
8. Words of wisdom for 
students:
A. Do everything you can 
to be your best, true self.
B. Take time at some point 
in your life to learn even 
a little bit of another lan-
guage.
C. “Cuesta mucho ser 
auténtica, señora, y en 
estas cosas no hay que ser 
rácana, porque una es más 
auténtica cuanto más se 
parece a lo que ha soñado 

de sí misma.” -Pedro Alm-
odóvar
“It costs a lot to be authen-
tic - yes ma’am - and you 
can’t be stingy with these 
things, because you are 
more authentic the more 
that you resemble what 
you’ve dreamed of being.”

Jill Morris
1. The first school I taught 
at was Riverdale C.I.
2. If I hadn’t been a teach-
er, I would have been a 
Professor of Philosophy or 
a flower shop owner or a 
reclusive mountain dweller - 
or maybe all three at once
3.The best thing about 
teaching is students - their 
capacity for `critical thought 
and generosity of spirit
4. The worst thing about 
teaching is institutional op-
pression
5. What I will miss most 
about Harbord C.I. is the 
friendly atmosphere in the 

hallways and in 212
6. What I won`t miss about 
Harbord C.I. is marking 
and forcing students to do 
work that they find unin-
spiring
7. Next year I will be 
walking in the mountains 
beside beautiful glacial 
lakes, plotting a loving 
overthrow of all oppres-
sive structures
8. Words of wisdom for 
students: Try to take from 
school the ideas and ex-
periences that contribute 
to your best self.  Ignore 
those who try to tell you 
that you are not capable 

or good enough - these 
are small people and not 
worthy of your attention. 
Learning is more important 
than `high`grades - some-
time the two come together; 
often they do not.  Being 
yourself is more important 
than meeting a standard or 

achieving expectations; 
it`s worth the trouble to 
live with this in mind.

Matthew Duggan
1. The first school you 
taught at was Jigme 
Sherubling Secondary 
School, Khaling, Bhutan
2. If I hadn’t been a 
teacher, I would have 
lived in abject poverty as 
a writer
3.The best thing about 
teaching is the students 
are forever changing
4. The worst thing about 
teaching is almost nothing 
else ever changes

5. What I will miss most 
about Harbord C.I. is cafete-
ria cinnamon buns  
6. What I wont miss about 
Harbord C.I. is not a thing - 
even the things that I think 
now I won’t miss I probably 
will miss
7. Next year I will be work-
ing in Ho Chi Minh City, 
Vietnam
8. Words of wisdom for 
students There’s really only 
one rule - be good to others. 
Also, if you do a little cardio 
everyday you can eat as 
many cafateria cinnamon 
buns as you want. 

Late breaking news, we are 
also saying a very special 
goodbye to Ms. Gladstone
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Aries the Ram : March 
21st- April 19th
Let your ram-like quali-
ties shine this month and 
they will get you to the 
top. Whether your next 
endeavor is physical or 
emotional, you’re pretty 
much invincible right now. 
However, your luck can-
not be immortal as well. 
Near the end of the month 
when Venus and Pluto 
collide spheres, there 
could be some unwant-
ed frustration. Use your 
unshakeable confidence 
now. 

Taurus the Bull: April 21st-
May 20th 
Mars, the ruler of Taurus’ 
house of couples will stay 
in the Taurus sphere for 
the month of May which 
highlights the importance 
of relationships at this 
time for you, young bull. 
You will feel passionate 
and perhaps even rash, 
do not let your stubborn 
nature win every situation. 

Gemini the Twins: May 
21st-June 20th
With the dynamic of Mars 
on the sign of Gemini this 
month, you should have 
lots of physical energy. 
Now is the time to get 
tasks done and maybe 
even initiate new projects. 
Remember, you’re a Gem.  

Cancer the Crab: June 
21st-July 22nd 
This month shall be a 
very ambiguous, yet 
mostly positive time for 
you moonchildren. Mars 
seems to be the main 
antagonist right now and 
may create problems 
or disappoint at school. 
Fortunately, in the sphere 
of love and relationships, 
you can expect several 
very lucky and delightful 
situations. 

Leo the Lion: July 
23rd-August 22nd 
Due to negative emana-
tions from your exalt Pluto, 
this may not be the best 
month for you, Leo. Do 
not dwell and wallow for 
too long after an unhappy 
incident, it won’t do you 
any good. Be confident 
and impart that confi-
dence to others. Sunshine 
is your greatest power 
source.

Virgo the Virgin: August 
23rd-September 22nd
This month Mercury will 
have a special influ-
ence on you, as it is both 
your ruler and exalt. Its 
strength will bring you 
new ideas and opportu-
nities. Rather than your 
customary narrative of cri-
tique, be open to unique 
prospects as they come. 

HOROSCOPES
By Imogen the Wistful Gazer

Libra the Scales: Septem-
ber 23rd-October 22nd
There is a good chance 
you’ll get hit by a mete-
or this month. Keep your 
head up. 

Scorpio the Scorpion: 
October 23rd- November 
22nd 
Astrological victory shall 
be yours this month, dear 
Scorpio. Saturn’s interstel-
lar position is enforced 
and it provides you with a 
limitless supply of confi-
dence. Be your bold and 
brilliant self and expect 
brilliant results!

Sagittarius the Archer: 
November 23rd –Decem-
ber 21st
With the help of Jupiter, 
expect an exciting new 
development in your life, 
Sagittarius.  Do not let a 
woeful memory bring you 
down or distract you from 
this intriguing opportunity. 
Enjoy life, complete with 
all its pleasures and mani-
festations, have a picnic! 

Capricorn the Goat: De-
cember 22nd- January 
19th 
It seems that you’ve been 
really stressed about a 
certain tricky situation 
recently. Could this be an 
astrological disaster??? 
Only if you let it be. Be 
patient with your problem 
solving and take plenty of 
advice from others.

Aquarius: January 20th –
February 19th
A celestial miracle ap-
pears to be taking place 
for you this month, water 
child. All components of 
your life are interwoven to 
make a gorgeous pattern 
and you bask in success. 
Be careful not to let this 
harmony be broken by 
Mercury near the end of 
the month. 

Pisces the Fish: February 
20th-March 19th 
Feeling as if you’re in 
cosmological caputs? 
Something or someone 
seems to be contaminat-
ing your mood with woe 
lately. The stars recom-
mend that you deal with 
tasks little by little and 
spend lots of time in the 
park!
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