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Cheerleading squads may seem a 
thing of  the past or of  a gossipy girls’ 
world in a chick flick.  However, they’ve 
always been a key part of  school spirit. 
Harbord saw their first cheerleading 
squad somewhere in the early 40s 
when the only pictures to remember 
them by are in black and white.  It looks 
like such good, old-fashioned school 
spirited fun. But in the following 100 
years, Harbord somehow lost a lot of  
it’s school spirit and it’s cheer team 
along with it.  The last cheer squad 
at Harbord had a mere 3-5 members 
and not much more enthusiasm.  
Though HCI sports aren’t currently 
running, they were at an all time high 
at the beginning of  the year with our 
tennis team winning and swim team 
recognized for it’s amazing perfor-
mance, not to mention the soccer 
team winning games left and right, it 
only makes sense that a cheer squad 
would rise out of  the rubble in support 
of  our athletes.  I sat in on one of  their 
practices in the fall, and was surprised 
to see the advanced choreography and 
professional tumbling moves they were 
pulling off.  Despite the cold weather, 
10 of  them had shown up and numer-

There is something exciting happen-
ing in our city and I’m shocked that 
people aren’t aware of  it. It’s called 
“The Big Move,” and it is a $50 billion 
action plan for transportation in the 
Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area for 
the next 25 years. It is being developed 
by Metrolinx, an organization formed 
by the province, and is aimed to make 
the GTHA a leader in North American 
transportation as it once was in the 
1950-80’s. Some projects include: the 
Downtown Relief  Line, the Spadina 
Extension to YorkU, Union Pearson 
Express, Eglinton-Scarborough Cross-
town LRT, the unified Presto Card that 
will allow you to travel across multiple 
transit systems and new streetcars! 
The plan also includes a region wide 
bicycling corridor.
Many of  us will soon be the age to 
drive, so we too will have to face the 
nightmare of  gridlock that our par-
ents grumble about. Considering that 
this is a region that already has the 
worst commute time in North America, 
adding 2.6 million more people in the 
next 18 years is surely not going to 
help. Having more alternative forms of  
transportation really is the best way to 
get more cars off  the road.
Our region is rushing to meet the Pan-
Am games in 2015. This, coupled with 
the Waterfront Toronto development, 
will show North America that Toronto 
is moving forward and that we want to 
claim the title of  North America’s most 
livable city.

Check out how you can be 
in control of The Big Move 
with Metrolinx’s interactive 
activity: http://thebigmove.
metroquest.com

For many of  us, graduation is a terribly 
frightening prospect, not because it 
means initiation into the “real” world 
or the possible loss of  high-school 
friends, but because it means having 
to come up with your graduation quote. 
If  you find the idea of  having to find 
a single quote—one that fully encom-
passes your personality, hints at your 
future success, and, at the same time, 
makes you appear wise and mature—
daunting, well, that’s because it is. 
Nowadays, most Harbord graduates 
choose to quote a song or “wise” think-
er; however, this raises the problem 
of  having the same quote as another 
graduate, which can be embarrassing 
and awkward for both. Others choose 
to leave a personal message, usually 
pertaining to an “inside joke” between 
their friends, which fails to give year-
book-readers any idea of  that gradu-
ate’s personality (other than that they 
were exclusive).  So what are we to do?
To find the answer, you need look no 
further than Harbord’s past yearbooks. 
Instead of  meaningless quotes, each 
graduate’s photo is accompanied by 
a small blurb about the student that is 
written by a member of  the yearbook 
committee after a short interview with 
the graduate. Not only do these mini-bi-
os paint a picture of  what the student 
was like during their time at Harbord, 
but they are also hilarious. 

According to the 1950-51 yearbook, 
graduate Jack Gwartz “wants to be 
a surgeon so he can dig for buried 
treasure…” and, when interviewed, 
Sidney Chusid “had only one thing 
to say, ‘I prefer blondes’”.  Another 
graduate of  that year, the handsome 
John Stroz, was accompanied by this 
mini-bio: “His magnetic personality, 
charm and humour make him the 
desire of  EVERY red-blooded Canadi-
an girl”. 
Stanley Taube (1954) apparently 
“loves wine, women and Latin poetry” 
and has future plans of  “ludicrous 
wealth”. Jean Pawlyshyn, who gradu-
ated in 1964, is “one of  those people 
who would be popular even with 
smallpox”. I couldn’t help but laugh 
when I read 1972 graduate Robert 
Raymond’s written blurb: 

“Needless to say, he has to be the 
coolest guy going. He likes freaky 
hairdos, playing football and having 
a great time. With his great looks and 
sex appeal, his hopes are to continue 
and better his education.”

Clearly, current Harbord grads are 
missing out on this lost tradition. 
When I flip through my yearbook in 15 
years, I want to remember my class-
mates, friends or foe, in all their glo-
ry—not by an undecipherable quote. 

That being said, it is a little unrealistic 
to expect the yearbook class to have 
to interview every single graduating 
student—the student population is 
much larger than it was in the decades 
before. 
Nonetheless, the loss of  this great 
tradition is but one of  the many things 
that have led to the unfortunate de-
cline of  the Harbord yearbook.
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The Best Team We Lost This Year
By Simone Blais

ous friends were there in support. I 
was thoroughly impressed by the pas-
sion the members brought and couldn’t 
help feeling a tinge of  school pride.  

Harbord is hardly known for it’s school 
spirit.  That being said, this team had 
the most of  it I had yet to see. Let’s 
hope they’re back soon to cheer us on!

By Niklas Agarwal

Exciting 
Changes in 
the Way You 
Travel

The Most Agonizing Aspect of 
Graduation

Cover: Calla McInnes in 
collaboration with Cole 
Barkman

By India Anamanthadoo, Archives Editor
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Did you know Harbord offers a unique 
alternative to regular class?  Co-op, 
unlike other courses, is a course in 
whatever subject you can think up.  
Most students use it as a kind of  trial 
run for a career they want to test drive. 
It’s worth two credits and every second 
afternoon you step out of  school to get 

Inhale. Exhale. Close your eyes. Inhale 
again. Hold it in. Exhale again. We all 
know that feeding an addiction is one 
of  the most satisfying things you can 
do for yourself. Only when that addic-
tion becomes dangerous to others, and 
not just yourself, do you realize just 
how bad it is for you. Only after you’ve 
called someone a racial slur, lost a 
friend or two, and had your account 
banned three times, will you finally quit 
League of  Legends. 
It’s bigger, badder, and contains even 
more nicotine than Call of  Duty and 
Skyrim put together; League of  Leg-
ends is the world’s most played video 
game, and has certainly attracted 
the likes of  many Harbord students. 
But no, you won’t hear about it. With 
players collectively logging over a 
billion hours a month, it’s not like you’ll 
see your every day “League” addict 
in school (or at least on time). And 
best yet– it’s completely free! That is, 
unless you decide to purchase any of  

the readily available skins for about 5$ 
(they make your champion look cool). 
“So what?” you may ask! I was thinking 
the same thing until two of  my closest 
friends became hooked. “Hey, want 
to shoot some pool tonight?” was 
quickly responded with “Sorry dude, 
I’m not going out.” This became far 
too routine. “It’s a social game!” they 
would argue, “I’m getting so good,” 
they proclaimed. This may have been 
annoying, and it certainly raised an 
eyebrow or two, but it was only once I 
spoke to John Lescano and Danny Xie 
that I knew something real was up. 
It turns out that League of  Legends 
addicts will suffer an abundance of  
long-term affects. Lescano, who is a 
strong student and former League ad-
dict, claims that it is nothing more than 
“Additionaly, unnecessary stress.” He 
also claims, “It’s rewarding when you 
win, but losing causes stress. League 
is bad for you.” Just days ago, Lescano 
had a friend of  his “uninstall” (a com-
mon League term meaning to perma-
nently remove the game from one’s 
hard drive).

Danny Xie had interesting statistics 
to back up his case. As an addict in 
grade 11, he had an 84 average, but 
when the added pressure of  grade 12 
hit, his average sunk to 74 (reported 
in November). Starting in December 
of  2012, Xie reduced his play time to a 
more casual rate, and his average rose 
to over 79 early this year. Xie proclaims 
“The players who play casually aren’t 
the problem; it’s those who take the 
game too seriously and play to get bet-
ter. They are vicious. I’ve had enough 
verbal abuse.” 
Other sources compared League to a 
sports team. Apparently fights within 
teams break out, people swear not to 
play with each other, and end up doing 
it anyways due to their addiction. 
Nevertheless, it appears that those 
who are avid users are only addicted 
to their own abuse. At what point do we 
start putting labels that cover 75% of  
the League of  Legends loading screen 
mentioning just how harmful it truly is? 
How is this any different than a bunch 
of  kids puffing on Pal Mals every night 
for 7 hours straight? It’s poison.

some hands-on experience.
“At the end of  the year, they’re a dif-
ferent person”, says Ms. Nickoloff, our 
Harbod co-op teacher.  Ms. Nickoloff  
admits to there being a heavy load of  
paperwork devoted to safety in the 
course but protests “I don’t make up 
that paper work” and wishes, herself  

The Wii U was released on November 
18 and is the first Nintendo console 
that is in HD. The system was released 
in two versions, a “Basic” $299.99, 
8 GB white and a “Deluxe” $349.99, 
black 32 GB version. The deluxe ver-
sion includes two little stands for the 
gamepads, a charging dock and the 
game NintendoLand.
The Wii U’s primary controller is big 
and clunky. You might be expecting this 
to be a slim tablet-like device, but in 
fact its closer to an oversized handheld 
games machine much like the Atari 
lynx. It has a built-in screen like the 
Dreamcast controller and the touch 
screens of  the DS. As of  now, this con-
troller is not sold separately and is very 
costly to replace. The controllers have 
built-in motion controls, a front-facing 
camera, and a touch screen that allows 
games to be played using touch con-
trols, making them very versatile. They 
allow players to continue playing even 
when the television is off  or turned to 
another input. However, the processing 
is not done on the gamepad but instead 
inputs and the resultant pictures are 
sent back and forth from the console—
meaning the signal will be lost if  you 
stray too far.
The console itself  is only slightly more 
powerful than the existing 360 or PS3. 
It has a faster and more modern GPU, 
but early games do little to convince 
that it’s technically superior in any visi-
ble sense. Nobody expects Wii U to sell 
based on its graphics muscle. Instead, 
like the 3Ds or Wii, it will sell or not 
sell based on the unique experience it 
delivers.
The Gamepad is the Wii U’s only real in-
novation though rarely is it fully utilized 
and has a very low battery life (roughly 
three hours). Still, some games use the 
old Wii remote controllers instead. For 
example: in Pikmin 3, the gamepad only 
serves as a real-time GPS like maps 
on the side while you control the game 
using the Wii remote.
Famitsu Magazine reported that Wii 
U’s weekly sales dropped from 76,000 
units to 70,000 units during the Christ-
mas holiday period (This is the week 
many Japanese teenagers spend 
their New Year’s money and sales of  
consoles tend to drop significantly). 
During the week, all the others Jap-
anese consoles excelled in sales like 
the Ps Vita which rose to 31,000 from 
initially 18,000.
Many say this console will be Ninten-
do’s undoing, but this is only based 
on the consoles early sales. Nintendo 
wanted to release their console before 
there was any rumor of  new consoles 
from Sony or Microsoft.
On a positive note, the console is 
very well-designed and quiet, and the 
Wii U games I’ve played are very fun 
and enjoyable. The only question that 
remains is how will it compete with 
the next-generation systems? What 
will Sony and Microsoft have up their 
sleeves??

By Niklas Agarwal

By Lucas Thomas

Is the New 
Wii For U?

CO-OP: “At the end of the year, 
they’re a different person.”
Tigertalk’s Simone Blais finds out how students feel about Harbord’s co-operative education 
progam.

there wasn’t so much of  it.  However, 
she believes it’s an experience essen-
tial to getting into the workforce and 
developing maturity.  Over the years, 
she’s sent people off  to goldsmiths, 
test pilots, funeral homes, the Toronto 
Zoo, Theaters and more. 
 

Here’s what some co-op students are saying:

Camillo.  Dundas West Veterinarian 
Clinic.
“I wanted to be a vet before and now 
I’m not that interested [so] it does help 
with decisions in the future…it narrows 
it down.”

Diamond.  Pierre Elliot Trudeau Ele-
mentary School.
“If  you don’t like your job, you’re stuck 
doing the same thing all year”

Na’ama.  King Edward Public School.
“It’s an easier way to gain two credits 
than taking other courses.”

Jake. Public Mobile.
“Co-op is not a course, it’s a way of  life”

Laila.  Malabar retail, Costume shop.
“It was nice to get work experience…
you make a lot of  connections”

Tarik.  Guan’s Auto Shop.
“I completely regret it”

By René Puerta

Diamond on a Landmine: Watch Your Step 
Harbordites
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1. CHEATER LANCE 
He was a champion, a role model, and 
an icon. You can now add “proven 
cheater” to that list. In a sport themed 
by doping scandals, nobody felt sym-
pathy for Lance Armstrong when word 
came out from legitimate sources that 
he did in fact use steroids to boost his 
performance. The sport’s governing 
body stripped him of  his seven Tour de 
France titles, completing his fall from 
grace. Ouch! 

2. JAYS’ BLOCKBUSTER TRADES
Toronto Blue Jays general manager 
Alex Anthopolous blew out the minds 
of  Baseball junkies this off-season. 
He shocked the world when the team 
announced that they had acquired 
Miami Marlins’ ace pitcher Josh 
Johnson, Mark Buehrle, and superstar 
shortstop Jose Reyes in one trade. The 
nifty Canadian was not done dealing 
there. He pulled off  another blockbust-
er, acquiring NL Cy Young winner and 
knuckleballer, R.A. Dickey. The Blue 
Jays now have the best odds to win the 
World Series this year and are poised 
to live up to the expectations after a 
disappointing 2012 season. 

3. ARGOS
The Toronto Argonauts, led by Ricky 
Ray, were able to sneak into the play-
offs in 2012 with a 9-9 record after a 
dismal 2011 season. The Argos were 
still able to advance to the Grey Cup, 
beating Edmonton Eskimos and the 
heavily-favoured Montréal Alouettes. 
They crushed the Calgary Stampeders 
in the Grey Cup. But what made this 
such a great story was that they were 
able to win their CFL-record 16th Grey 
Cup, at the 100th Grey Cup, and in 
Toronto. 

4. THE 2012 LONDON OLYMPICS
The 2012 London Olympics did not 
disappoint. The US, China, and UK fin-
ished in the top three for most medals 
earned, with USA leading the way with 
104 total medals. Other highlights in 

the Olympics included Michael Phelps 
winning his record 22nd career medal 
(becoming the most decorated Olym-
pian of  all-time), USA’s women’s (or 
should I say girl’s) gymnastics team, 
and Jamaica’s track team winning 
gold, silver, and bronze in the 200m 
dash. The 2012 London Olympics were 
very enjoyable, but not for Canadians, 
on the other hand, as the Red & White 
only earned one gold medal throughout 
the games.

5. NFL REPLACEMENT REFS
The NFL had another lockout this year, 
but with the referees this time. Be-
cause football needed to be played, the 
NFL hired replacement officials, and 
the replacement refs became this huge 
circus in the NFL. They were missing 
easy calls, they couldn’t get a single 
call right, and it took them way too long 
to confirm a simple penalty. The cherry 
on top was the infamous Monday night 
game between the Green Bay Packers 
and Seattle Seahawks, where on the 
final play, both Packers’ and Sea-
hawks’ players caught the pass and 
were fighting for the ball. One of  the 
refs signaled, “touchdown” for Seattle 
whereas another ref  signaled, “inter-
ception” for Green Bay. The call ended 
up being declared a touchdown, even 
though it clearly wasn’t, and caused a 
huge uproar. After the game, the NFL 
and the refs settled on a new contract 
and the real refs were back.

6. NHL LOCKOUT
The NHL closed the doors for the 
second time since the new millennium. 
Labour disputes were the prime reason 
for the work stoppage. The dilemma 
had fans and players expressing their 
frustration on social media while the 
NHL clergymen battled behind closed 
doors. Many fans have vowed to never 
return to the game, and some teams 
are now in critical condition financially. 
Finally the NHL and NHLPA agreed to a 
new CBA and got the game back on the 
ice early in 2013. 

7. ADRIAN PETERSON AND PEYTON 
MANNING
These were the greatest comeback sto-
ries of  the NFL this past year.  Peterson 
suffered a torn ACL and MCL on Christ-
mas Eve 2011 against Washington. 
After extensive surgery, Peterson was 
able to come back for the start of  the 
season, although he wasn’t supposed 
to until mid- October. Peterson was 
able to prove all the doubters wrong as 
he ran for 2,097 rushing yards (9 yards 
short of  the single-season record), 
led Minnesota to the playoffs, and won 
League MVP. Manning on the other 
hand, missed all of  2011 due to having 
four neck surgeries. As a result, the 
Colts finished with the worst record 
and cut Manning to draft Andrew Luck. 
Manning switched saddles and became 
a Bronco that offseason, led Denver to 
the #1 seed in the AFC, and won Come-
back Player of  the Year.

8. LIONEL MESSI
What can this guy not do? At age 25, 
Messi broke Gerd Müller’s record for 
goals in a calendar year with 91 goals 
in 2012, playing for both FC Barcelona 
and Argentina’s national squad. He 
also became the first player to score 
five goals in a Champion’s League 
match, scored five hat-tricks (most in 
La Liga history), had 23 consecutive La 
Liga games with a goal, most goals for 
Argentina in a year with 12, most goals 

in a Champion’s League season with 
14, most goals in a La Liga season with 
50, and the list just keeps going on and 
on. Messi made 2012 a year to remem-
ber and proved that he is hands down 
the best player of  our generation, and 
could possibly be the best ever.

9. LOS ANGELES LAKERS, ASSEM-
BLE!
The Los Angeles Lakers were the 
latest team to adopt the new theme 
going around in the NBA: assemble a 
team of  superstars. The Lakers made 
two trades, acquiring “Captain Ca-
nuck” Steve Nash and big man Dwight 
Howard to add to a team lead by Kobe 
Bryant. Their play to start the season 
resembled more of  a minor league 
team, which led to the firing of  head 
coach Mike Brown. LA later on brought 
in Mike D’Antoni to be the new head 
coach, closing the door on hall of  fame 
coach Phil Jackson. 

10. LEBRON GETS HIS PRECIOUS
Still hate LeBron James? Good for you, 
cause now you hate the best player 
of  our generation. Great logic! LeB-
ron silenced many critics and potty 
mouths, as the Miami Heat dominated 
the Oklahoma City Thunder 4-1 in the 
NBA Finals while he was named Finals 
MVP. It was the first championship won 
by Miami after they assembled the Big 
Three - Chris Bosh, Dwayne Wade, and 
LeBron. One down, over six more to go!

Raihan Hussain and Parker Bai bring you the top ten sports stories OF 2012
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The Harbaugh brothers battled, Des-
tiny’s Child returned, the lights went 
out, the game ended with a contro-
versial call, and Ray Lewis retired a 
champion. What more could you have 
asked for out of  Super Bowl 47? New 
Orleans hosted their record 10th 
Super Bowl on Feb. 3rd, and it was a 
game to remember. 
The first half  was all Baltimore: the 
Ravens offense led by Joe Flacco dom-
inated the game throughout. Flacco 

threw his game-high three passing 
touchdowns in the first half, includ-
ing a crazy catch and run by Jacoby 
Jones. The 49ers’ All-Pro defense 
led by Patrick Willis and Justin Smith 
just couldn’t find a way to stop the 
Ravens’ pass attack. The Ravens also 
played great defense in the first half, 
taking away the ball twice and hold-
ing Colin Kaepernick and the 49ers’ 
dynamic offense to just 6 points. At 
this point, many non-football fans who 

Earlier in November, the city of  Toronto 
got a taste of  some championship alti-
tude. The Toronto Argonauts triumphed 
the Calgary Stampeders on November 
25th 2012 to capture the glory. Fans 
were ecstatic, as well as the players– 
who put their heart and soul onto the 
field. The victory of  the 100th Grey Cup 
affected many people’s lives, including 
people who you would never expect. 
My father, who owns a restaurant at 
Bathurst and Bloor (George’s Deli and 
BBQ), was getting ready to open one 
Sunday afternoon. Expecting just a 
normal day on the job of  cooking chick-
ens and grilling hamburgers. Little did 
he know what surprise awaited him. 
As he was preparing for the Sunday 
rush, the opening of  the door caught 
his attention. He had his first customer 
of  the day. Greeting the customer with 
the usual, “Good afternoon, how may I 
help you?” my dad waited to serve him. 
Of  course, my dad, who isn’t very good 
at remembering names, didn’t know 
the name of  this regular that stepped 
foot into George’s Deli that day. The 
customer had told my dad he had a 
surprise for him. Not being too fond of  
surprises, he didn’t really know what to 
expect.
The gentlemen re-entered, holding 
what seemed to be a trophy. It was 

large with two handles and was silver. 
Again, my father isn’t really too fond 
of  many things, so he still didn’t know 
what to make of  the situation. Holding 
out the trophy towards him, he said, 
“You’ve served me as a young teen-
ager, and even now during my adult 
years. Not only are you a restaurant 
owner who’s cooked food for me all 
my life, but you’re also someone I have 
a great deal of  respect for. Back in 
November, I won the Grey Cup with the 
Toronto Argonauts, and when I got to 
hang out with the cup for a day, I want-
ed to make sure I would bring the cup 
here to share the moment with you.” 
My father, who happens to be a sports 
fan just like myself, was extremely 
surprised. One, a CFL player had been 
a customer for years, and secondly, he 
was giving my dad a share of  his Grey 
Cup glory.
Considering how hard my father works, 
it was indeed a special moment for him 
to be able to experience that glory. It 
just went to show how much respect 
Tristan Black (linebacker), had for him. 
After I later emailed and thanked him, 
he responded with, “No problem, your 
father has served a lot of  champions 
in his time, and happens to be one 
himself”.

A Huge Surprise
By John Rallis

Super Bowl 47 Recap
By Parker Bai were watching the game gave up, but 

I along with some of  my friends knew 
that it wasn’t too late for Kaepernick to 
orchestrate a comeback. Baltimore led 
at halftime 21-6.
The beginning of  the second half  
started off  with a bang. On the first 
kickoff  of  the second half, Jacoby 
Jones returned the kick and took 
it back 109 yards for a touchdown, 
longest in NFL and Super Bowl history. 
And as soon as the 49ers started their 
first drive of  the second half, the lights 
went out. There was a power outage in 
the Louisiana Superdome for over 30 
minutes and the game was delayed. A 
lot of  people were speculating that the 
blackout would help the 49ers make a 
huge comeback, considering that it did 
kill the Ravens’ momentum after the 
huge return. 
After the delay, the 49ers almost or-
chestrated one of  the best comebacks 
in NFL history. Kaepernick was able 
to lead the 49ers to 17 unanswered 
points, while the 49ers’ were lights-
out on defense (no pun intended), 
only allowing 6 points the rest of  the 
game. With less than five minutes left, 
and the score 31-29, the 49ers were 
able to drive down to the five-yard line 
with two minutes left. But at the five 
yard-line, the 49ers didn’t run the ball, 
opting to throw the ball, and not only 
did it make the game more interest-
ing, but it confused the heck out of  a 

lot of  fans. But that final play on the 
drive was what caused the most noise 
the entire game. On 4th and Goal on 
the five-yard line, Kaepernick threw 
up a lob to Michael Crabtree int the 
corner of  the endzone. But during the 
play, Crabtree was being held by the 
Ravens’ Jimmy Smith. The refs did not 
call defensive holding on the Ravens, 
giving the ball back to Baltimore, caus-
ing an uproar. Baltimore won the game 
34-31 (Baltimore took a kneel in their 
own endzone, resulting in 2 points for 
San Francisco), and Ray Lewis stepped 
off  the gridiron for the last time in his 
career. Joe Flacco was named the 
game’s MVP with 287 yards and 3 TD’s.
I love Ray Lewis; he’s one of  my favour-
ite players of  all-time, and I was rooting 
for him and the Ravens to win, and 
was happy to see it happen. But, that 
miscall by the refs ruined what was a 
great game, and robbed the 49ers at a 
chance for a sixth title. Seeing the refs 
basically blow that game was a huge 
buzz-kill. A game like the Super Bowl 
should never have to come down to a 
bad call by the refs, and hopefully the 
NFL can to pick a much better crew to 
officiate the big game next year in New 
Jersey. Although I hated the call, it 
helped add drama to what was already 
a dramatic game. Congratulations to 
the 2012 Baltimore Ravens on their 
amazing accomplishment.
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I bet your first impression of  this movie 
was that it was going to be another 
okay kids movie. Another Wreck-It 
Ralph movie that’s just not as good as 
it. That’s what I thought too.
After watching the movie, some of  you 
would still think that, and some of  you 
changed your minds about it. Well, that 
was what happened to me. I came into 
the movie theatre, thinking it was going 
to be a fun movie that won’t really be 
much, just a laugh here and there, but 
I was wrong. It took my breath away. 
From its amazing designs and car-
toons to its funny, unique and relatable 
characters, the world of  ROTG blew my 
mind. By the end of  the movie, I was 
grinning like a maniac.
So, let’s start with the summary. This 
movie was based on the series “Guard-
ians of  Childhood,” by William Joyce 
(although not completely, since Jack 
Frost wasn’t an actual character in 
the series). It was directed by Peter 
Ramsey, who also helped make the 
movies Kung Fu Panda and How to 
Train Your Dragon. No wonder Jack 
looks a bit like Hiccup and Santa looks 
like Stoick the Vast.
So this movie is about the well known, 
but not well believed, Jack Frost, 
voiced by the famous Chris Pines. He’s 
a fun-loving, deadline-hating, rebel-
lious teen that loves snow ball fights 
and giving children their snow days. In 
a way, he’s just like us, except for that 
he’s a winter spirit that had been invis-
ible to the humans that don’t believe in 
him (which was everybody), for three 
hundred years. But  all that is going to 
change when he is sent (albeit forcibly) 
to North’s Palace in the North Pole, 
where he finds out he’s a “Guardian of  
Childhood”. Him, being the “all fun, no 
rules” guy, immediately refuses the job. 
North, the Guardian of  Wonder (voiced 
by Alec Baldwin) tries to convince him 
to join, but to no avail.
Jack is forced to cooperate with the 
Guardians when Pitch, a.k.a. “The 
Boogie Man” (voiced by Jude Law) 
destroys Toothiana’s (The Tooth Fairy, 
voiced by Islaw Fisher) Palace, kidnap-
ping all of  her little helpers as well as 
the teeth (containing the child’s mem-
ories) from children all over the world. 
Without her helpers, she won’t be able 
to take the teeth from under children’s 
pillows anymore, and all the children 
will stop believing in her. Pitch also 
threatens to install fear in every child’s 
dream—as well as stopping them from 
believing in the Guardians.
So Jack, with his staff  that can control 
all of  winter, joins Tooth, Sandman, 
North, and his rival, Aster Bunnymund 
(The Easter Bunny, voiced by Hugh 
Jacklin), in the quest to defeat Pitch 
and help save the world.
So, this is the gist of  the movie.
The part of  this movie that interested 
me the most was the characters. They 
were new, unique versions of  the old 
legends we heard about. Take Nicholas 
St North (North for short) for example. 
He’s a very unexpected version of  
Santa. Usually, Santa would be a very 
nice, soft, old man that gave an aura 
of  a sweet old grandpa. But not North. 
He’s the complete opposite from that. 

Passion in doing what you love is 
difficult to find. This wasn’t the case 
for Darryl Blacker, drummer for the 
post-punk, post-hardcore band named 
Bandera (founded in the winter of  
2009). Having played the drums since 
he was nine years of  age, Darryl has 
been pursuing his love of  music for 
quite some time. 
“My friend Tim and I started jamming 
in one of  my roommate’s bedrooms 
and our first jam went over like an 
awkward first date would,” Darryl 
said. “We jammed and played probably 
three songs’ worth of  material. It was 
like a date where things got hot and 
heavy too fast.” Bandera consists of  
three members – Darryl himself, Tim 
Weinkauf, the guitar player, and Jordan 
Smith (full name Michael Jordan Smith) 
playing the base guitar.
The band was named ‘Bandera’ after 
a person Darryl knows. “I was work-
ing with a dude named Dan Bandiera 
and Dan’s a nice enough guy and I 
really liked his last name,” He noted. “I 
wanted to call the band ‘DanBandera’ 
because it has a nice ring. We decided 
to call it ‘Bandera’ because we didn’t 
want to make it seem like we were 
using his name.”
Along with Toronto, Bandera has 
played in the mid-west of  the United 
States, the west coast, and much more 
of  Canada. “I haven’t done the east 
coast yet, but I intend on going out 
there,” Darryl exclaimed.
Currently, Darryl is working on a new 
project with a black metal band he is 
also a member of. The band is named 
‘Actual dust’, and he says it’s ‘pretty 
sweet’. It’s refreshing, given that he 
more often than not finds himself  in 
screamo bands, and has found himself  
now playing a genre he’s come to love 
over the past year.
Though not certain where he sees 
himself  musically in the next five to ten 
years, the avid drummer is certain that 
he will always be involved with music. 
“I can’t go without it,” he declared. 
“But I think in the next five to ten years, 
I’d like to advance myself  in other 
instruments. And I’d really like to do 
some solo stuff. I don’t think there’ll 
be a purposeful direction. Music is the 
art I do, and I always want to surprise 
myself.”
On February 22nd, Bandera will be 
performing at The Central, and will also 
be playing in Kitchener on March 2nd 
and The JCC on March 3rd, with quite a 
few other shows down the line.
For more information regarding Bande-
ra, please check this website: 
https://www.facebook.com/bandera.inc

Having two tattoos that say “Good” and 
“Naughty” on his arms, he gives off  the 
aura of  the tough guy. But despite all 
that, he has a soft side deep inside him 
that drives him to protect the children 
in the world, hence being a Guardian.
Tooth, usually, would be portrayed as 
some kind of  mature fairy that’s wise 
and womanly. She is a bit like that, 
however she was more of  a hyperac-
tive kid that has an unusual obsession 
with teeth than anything else. She was 
instantly attracted to Jack’s 
white teeth. Her 
hyperactive personality 
matched her looks, as 
she was part 
hummingbird, part 
human. And, if  you look 
closely, she’s also a 
mixture of  a woman and a 
kid. She also can split 
     herself  in to 
         multiple 

tiny dopplegangers that help her to get 
teeth across the world.
I also love the idea about the Guard-
ians, and how (spoiler) they have a 
“center”; a characteristic that they 
most treasure. For Bunnymund, it’s 
Hope, hence being the Guardian of  
Hope. It gives the character more 
depth as well as a moral to the movie, 
and makes you wonder as to why it’s 
their most valued characteristic. It also 
tells us what we should hold on to and 
value, what being a child really is. May-

be it’s just me, but it also makes you 
wonder as to what is your own person-
al “center”.
When North gave a speech to Jack 
about the “center”, I immediately 
knew it was important. Not until near 
the end of  the movie was when Jack 
Frost’s center was discovered. It was 
also connected to his past human life 
and how his human self  died and was 
revived to become what he is now. In 
my opinion, this was very cleverly put, 
because it kept me curious about who  
     Jack really is, and how he 
         was put in this situation. Any 
             info about Jack’s past wasn’t 
              revealed until more than 
              half  of  the movie was done. 
             It kept me captivated through
          out the movie.
    Jack’s past wasn’t the only thing that  
   captivated me. It was also his fun per
  sonality and situation that I (and proba 
    bly the majority of  you high school
        ers) could relate to. Like most of  
           us, he wants to play all day, no  
 rules, and no hard work. He 
              knows how to have a good time,   
              and his witty humour makes 
              for a good laugh. But he’s not 
              just fun and games. He’s also 
                lonely. No one noticed him for 
                  three hundred years, and he 
                    had no company. But nat
                  urally, since this is a kid’s 
                  movie, the movie doesn’t 
                  concentrate on that much.
   The only problem I have with 
 the movie was that the end
 ing was pretty abrupt. The 
 movie and characters had a 
 surprising depth to it, but after 
 Pitch got defeated, the movie 
 rushed to an end so suddenly. 
 It didn’t feel very complete.
 The world that the movie por
 trayed is very magical and 
 brought my inner child back 
   again. It also helped me ignite 
       my belief  in the legends 
           that I lost a long time ago 
  and thought I’d never 
       think of  again. But 
   now when I 

think of  them, I think of  the charac-
ters in this movie. This movie puts all 
the legends, including Cupid, Jack O’ 
Lantern, etc, into a new light and world 
for me.
I’d recommend this to the people that 
love adventure, humour, winter, and 
legends. But most especially, to the 
people who still have a “kid spirit” in 
them, or to the ones that somehow lost 
it, because I assure you that this movie 
will bring it back.

By Victoria Martyn

Bandera
By: Sarah Nguyen
 

Rise of the Guardians
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“Argo” - Ben Affleck
By René Puerta
Directed by and starring Ben Affleck, Argo is a dramatization of  the “Canadian 
Caper”– the famous rescue of  six American diplomats from Iran during the Iran 
hostage crisis of  1979. Being a thriller, Argo is best appreciated when you 
put yourself  in the shoes of  one of  the six escapees being rescued, who
 only have one shot at escaping and cannot fail. That’s what is so brilliant 
about the movie. The tension and suspense some of  the scenes are able to 
create is extraordinary. The winner of  the Golden Globe for Best Motion 
Picture Drama and the American Film Institute’s Movie of  the Year award, 
Argo will surely be stiff  competition at the Oscars.

“Life of Pi” - Ang Lee
By Jacob Lorinc
Based on the novel by Yann Martel, Life of  Pi tells the story of  a 
young boy’s journey across the Pacific Ocean in only a small 
lifeboat. Accompanying him is an injured Zebra, a Baboon, a 
Hyena, and a fearsome Bengal Tiger. The visuals in this movie 
are amazing, and the different animals that appear throughout 
the movie are so life-like that you almost forget there was any 
animation involved at all. Without a doubt, Life of  Pi is Ang Lee’s 
most visually spectacular movie made so far, and his ability to 
capture the supernatural in this story makes him a keen contender 
for Best Picture at the Oscars this year.

“Silver Linings Playbook” -  David O. Russell
By Parker Bai
\Silver Linings Playbook was by far my favourite movie of  the past year. 
The star-studded cast, headlined by Bradley Cooper, Jennifer Lawrence, 
and Robert DeNiro did not disappoint. The individual performances by 
Cooper and Lawrence made it difficult not to sympathize for either 
character, and the on-screen chemistry made it even harder not to fall in 
love with them. The thing that made this  movie stand out was that it wasn’t 
your typical romantic comedy, instead it touched on mental health issues 
and the dysfunctional lives of  both characters. Overall, this was an 
amazing movie, and if  you haven’t seen it yet, do yourself  a 
favour and watch it. 

“Beasts of the Southern Wild” - Benh Zeitlin
By Sadie McInnes
At this point I think most people have realized that the film that wins 
Best Picture at the Oscars is almost never actually the best picture. 
Films that celebrate film and films that celebrate America in all its 
greatness (ahem, Lincoln) seem to trump films of  actual quality. Beasts 
of  the Southern Wild is the best picture of  the year. Unfortunately, it 
doesn’t glorify either of  the above mentioned categories, meaning it’s 
the one that should win but inevitably won’t. The film is by far one of  the 
most visually striking and heartwarming films I have ever seen, so much 
so that I went back three times to see it in theatres. The acting in the film 
is phenomenal, particularly from Quvenzhané Wallis who is now the 
youngest person ever to be nominated for Best Actress– and she deserves
 it. If  you only have time to see one nominated film this year, this is the one 
that will stay with you for years to come.

“  
Django Unchained” - Quentin Tarantino

By Lucas Nankissoor
In contrast to popular Western films, Django Unchained follows a former slave 

named Django in search of  his wife who is currently bound to a charismatic 
plantation owner known as Calvin Candie. Though I walked into the theater 
planning to see The Hobbit, I left believing that Django Unchained was the 

best movie of  the year. The cast of  the film is extraordinary– they are come-
dic at the appropriate moments but can also be serious to maintain the dark 

atmosphere of  the slave trade. I’m not a big fan of  rap, but even so, I found 
the soundtrack of  Django Unchained (which features original music by Rick 
Ross and Jamie Foxx) to be very catchy.  As a result, I strongly recommend 
Django, given that director Quentin Tarantino selected talented actors and 

memorable music.

“Les Misérables” - Tom Hooper
By Julian Iacobelli

        Set in the early eighteen hundreds, with the French revolution     
         brewing, Jean Valjean (Hugh Jackman) who has been imprisoned 
          for nearly 19 years is released by Javert (Russel Crowe) and vows 
          to live life anew. Valjean becomes mayor of  a small town and a fac
         -tory owner. Due to Valjean’s well being he is entrusted with the 
       duties of  caring for a lonely child Cosette (Isabelle Allen/Amanda 
       Seyfried). They move to Paris where Cosette falls in love with a rev
      olutionist on the eve of  the revolt. Les Mis was a very unorthodox mov
             ie. There is absolutely no spoken word and, personally, I feel that its style 
           is best suited for the stage. The few bright spots in Les Mis were the 
             scenes of  Anne Hathaway as the factory worker turned prostitute, Fan
   tine, the tomfoolery of  Sacha Baron Cohen and Helena Bonham Carter, 
   and the courageous revolutionists. Other than that, Les Misérables was 
   miserable… Hugh Jackman and Russel Crowe made my ears cringe; 
   the movie was too long and very corny. If  this wins best picture, I will be 

cussing out my television.

“Lincoln” - Steven Spielberg
By Natalie Bulzan and Sarah Morris

    Slow moving but informative, Lincoln is sure to get an award 
    for Daniel Day-Lewis in the best actor category at the 85th 
    Academy Awards. Beautifully directed by Steven Spielberg, 
               the cinematography is moody and captures the brutality 
       of  The Civil War where Americans fought Americans. As
        important as that is, the movie is centered on the main issue
     in Lincoln’s presidency, his grueling effort to pass the 13th
     amendment and abolish slavery at long last. The brooding
     landscapes are full of  fog and mist and make you feel trans
    -ported back to a horse-drawn time before electricity where
     people did the best they could with what they had. The land
    -mark fight was freedom and equality for all men and we see
       how great a leader Abraham Lincoln truly was. With a phe
     -nomenal cast, including Oscar winner Sally Fields,
           Lincoln is sure to win awards for a performance 

that may have even brought some to tears.

“Amour” - Michael Haneke
By Audrey Findlay (ESA Arts Correspondent)

 Michael Haneke’s “Amour” is a tasteful yet unflinching portrayal of  the 
              inevitable decay that comes with old age. Emmanuelle Riva and Jean-Lou

     is Trintignant star as Anne and Georges, an elderly couple who face the 
     upheaval of  their pleasant Parisian existence when Anne suffers a stroke 

 which paralyzes half  her body, forcing Georges into the role of  caregiver. 
         Scenes of  Anne being force fed and suffering various other indignities in 

        her helpless state are more gut-wrenching than most horror movies, as 
            Riva’s stunningly authentic performance reveals the frustration and hu

          miliation of  the loss of  independence. “Amour” is a devastating testament 
to the trials we will endure for the ones we love.

“Zero Dark Thirty” - Kathryn Bigelow
By Matilda Davidson
Winner of  Best Picture at the 2010 Academy Awards for 
her chilling film “The Hurt Locker”, Kathryn Bigelow is back 
with another frightening portrayal of  the American military’s
ventures in the middle east. Zero Dark Thirty is bookended
by the terrorist attacks of  9/11 (employing a haunting 
series of  soundbites from the scene) and the assassination 
of  Osama bin Laden in 2011. Bigelow alludes to military 
slang in the title of  the film- Zero Dark Thirty 
refers to an unspecified time of  night close to 
dawn - the hours of  bin Laden’s death. The 
beauty of  this film is its commitment to telling 
an extremely complex story with as little bias as 
possible. Though many would contest to that, 
the film does what the American government can’t-
 admit that the the good guys aren’t always as good as they seem. 
Controversial as it may be, this film is a truthful portrayal of  a world governed by lies.

Editor: Matilda Davidson

TIGERTALK AT:
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1. Gangnam Style- PSY
Although you may never want to hear 
this song again, you must admit that 
Gangnam Style is easily the greatest 
song of  2012. Being the very first 
K-Pop song to receive wide recognition 
in western society, Gangnam Style has 
achieved over a billion views on You-
Tube, gave way to hundreds of  parody 
versions of  the song, and has led to 
thousands of  kids bouncing down the 
street as if  they were horseback riding. 
Call it what you will, but PSY’s jum-
bo-hit represents a whole generation 
of  Pop Culture music. Oppa Gangnam 
Style!

2. Feel So Close-Calvin Harris
Coming in at close second, Calvin 
Harris’ Feel So Close is the feel-good 
Summer ’12 song. As it gained popular-
ity throughout early 2012, the song had 
sold over 2 million copies by August. 
Although the lyrics are nothing terribly 
special (“I feel so close to you right 
now/it’s a force field”), the melody’s 
simplicity makes for very easy listening 
and a very satisfying song altogether.

3. Sixteen Saltines-Jack White
Releasing an album for the first time 
since 2010 with his previous band The 
Dead Weather, Jack White’s very first 
solo album Blunderbuss was an enor-
mous success worldwide. Sixteen Sal-
tines, the second single to be released 
from the album, is a gritty Rock ‘n’ Roll 
song that is guaranteed to be stuck in 
your head for days. The song is a clas-
sic example of  his unique style and his 
quirky yet humorous lyrics (“I’m hungry 
and the hunger will linger/I eat sixteen 
saltine crackers then I lick my fingers”), 
that leave you wondering why you can’t 
be as cool as Jack White.

4. Hands on the Wheel- 
Schoolboy Q
SchoolBoy Q’s second album Habits 
& Contradictions was released in the 
beginning of  January 2012, leading 
people to forget that his breakout sin-
gle Hands On The Wheel was 
actually released this year. 
Featuring the grill-bearing 
A$AP Rocky, Hands On 
The Wheel appealed to 
wider audiences with 
it’s sample of  Kid 
Kudi’s famous 
song “Pursuit Of  
Happiness”.
The song 
was a big 
success, 
and gave a
 nice 

kick-start to both of  the artist’s ca-
reers. 

5.  Swimming Pools-
Kendrick Lamar
Kendrick Lamar’s single off  his latest 
album good kid, m.A.A.d city became 
a huge success in the popular music 
industry. Considerably better than The 
Recipe (Kendrick’s previous single 
featuring Dr. Dre), Kendrick talks about 
his unsteady relationship with alcohol 
and the peer pressure that influenced 
it, rhyming over an eerie, synth-driven 
beat.  

6. Rock Bottom-King Krule
Unlike the others, this song never 
made it to popular recognition in the 
mainstream media. However, King 
Krule’s music has gained a steady cult 
following in the past few years through-
out Canada, the U.K., and the United 
States. King Krule (also commonly 
reffered to as Zoo Kid), distinguish-
es his sound from others by playing 
diminished Jazz chords alongside light 
drums and bass, belting out his feel 
  ings of  misery and  
     despair in his heavy  
       cockney accent. 
     Yes, the song is a  
           little heavyheart-
      ed, but a work of  
     genius at that.   

            7. Bugg’n-TNGHT
                 The liquidy beat from 
                TNGHT’s debut album
                                is a song of  more
                                           importance than
     one would 
                    expect  from 
       such a sim-
                     ple riff  as 

BEST OF:
Jacob Lorinc and Elliott Gallagher-Doucette Bring you their picks for 
BEST MUSIC OF 2012

The Top 10 Songs of 2012
By Jacob Lorinc this.

TNGHT, Canada’s latest EDM duo, spe-
cialize in making assortments of  rhyth-
mic patterns that make up the minimal-
istic genre now known as “Trap-Step”. 
The Montreal-based musicians will be 
recognized as some of  the founding 
fathers of  this genre, and if  Trap music 
manages to survive in the music indus-
try, then Bugg’n will be looked at as 
one of  the very first of  its kind.

8. Elephant-Tame Impala
The psychedelic rock group of  Austra-
lians that make up Tame Impala could 
be identified as what The Beatles may 
have sounded like if  they stuck around 
for this long. Filled with fuzzy bass 
recordings, off-beat rythms and John 
Lennon-esque vocals, Elephant is a 
very intricately woven rock and roll 
song that is guaranteed to be stuck in 
your head all day.

9. Bangarang-Skrillex
A list of  top songs would not be com-
plete without at least one raging, bass 
screeching, teeth gritting Dubstep 
song to go with it. Skrillex’s big sum-
mer hit, featuring the Nicki Minaj-like 
character “Sirah”, is a textbook exam-
ple of  a good pump-up song. The dis-
torted guitar sounds and Sirah’s voice 
make up the verse of  the song, and 
then the booming voice yelling “BASS!” 
that comes in to lead the song into its 
thunderous drop make up an all-around 
solid track.  

10. Sun-
Two Door Cinema Club
Coming from an album that could not 
even remotely compare to the excel-
lence of  their previous album, Two 
Door Cinema Club’s Sun was probably 
the only quality song off  their new 
album Beacon. However, it just so 
happened to be a really good song, and 
offered the album some slight redemp-
tion. Alex Trimble, the lead vocalist, 
sings about losing touch with old 
friends due to the constant touring of  
the band and his inability to ever spend 
time at home. The song is very genuine 
and sincere, and has a heck of  a good 
baseline as well.  
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1. Album: Busting Visions
Artist: Zeus
Hailing from the east end of  Toronto, 
the 4-piece rock band Zeus has never 
failed to deliver solid rock tracks with 
stadium ready hooks. With the release 
of  their sophomore album, Busting Vi-
sions, Zeus has catapulted themselves 
directly into the number one spot in 
this countdown. The three headed 
songwriting beast made up of  Carlin 
Nicholson, Mike O’Brien, and Neil Quin 
delivers an incredible array of  timeless 
rock songs with their wicked three part 
vocal harmonies producing undeniably 
catchy tunes. The infectious hooks 
of  songs like, “Are You Gonna Waste 
My Time?” and “Anything You Want 
Dear” only leave you wanting more 
with a great sing along chorus stuck in 
your head. “Hello, Tender Love” – the 
hidden gem of  this album – has the 
emotion and mentality of  a love ballad, 
yet finds itself  caught in the middle of  
killer guitar and piano riffs. Although 
Zeus shows no signs of  slowing down 
soon, the next time you’re in a record 
store or on Youtube looking them up, 
you will not be disappointed.

2. Album: Scrappy Happiness
Artist: Joel Plaskett 
Emergency
Joel Plaskett’s first mark ever made 
on the musical world was as the lead 
singer of  the 90s punk band, Thrush 
Hermit. His solo reincarnation playing 

with his backing band, The Emergen-
cy, provides the firm punch of  Thrush 
Hermit, but with honed lyrics and moral 
complexity. The remarkable thing in 
particular about this album was Plas-
kett’s approach to the recording of  the 
album. With the Emergency alongside 
him, Plaskett entered the studio for ten 
weeks. The goal of  the record was to 
record and release one song per week 
to the ITunes store as a single, the 
final song released by the band being 
“Lightning Bolt”. Although “Lightning 
Bolt” is placed as the first track on 
the full-length album, the release of  
this song was of  course planned by 
Plaskett to be the last hurrah of  their 
recording adventures. It has already 
won CBC Radio 3’s song of  the year 
and has set its sights on the Juno 
Awards. The Joel Plaskett Emergency 
embarked on tour throughout 2012 in 
support of  their ninth studio album, 
being capped off  at the legendary 
Horseshoe Tavern in celebration of  
the bar’s 65th anniversary. Scrappy 
Happiness, meaning something that 
makes you happy regardless of  slight 
imperfection, gave Plaskett the idea 
of  recording the record with such 
rigorous dates. Although attempting to 
impede his progress, Plaskett tapped 
into a unique approach churning out 
yet another great album.

3. Album: Little Mountain
Artist: Said the Whale
Said the Whale’s third studio album, 
Little Mountain, aside from contain-
ing great songs conveying all differ-
ent messages ranging from Olympic 
hangovers to simple yet excellent love 
songs is able to do something many al-
bums simply cannot. Little Mountain is 
able to transport you into the heart and 
soul of  Vancouver. Their tremendous 

passion for the city provides them with 
the great lyrical topics of  songs like 
“Big Wave Goodbye” and “2010” deal-
ing with their conflicts with Vancouver 
being overpowered by their imminent 
love for their home. The chorus of  the 
track “2010” being, “It’s back and forth 
between all of  the pride that I’ve got 
and all that I’ve lost/And I’m defined 
by these city streets and sidewalks/
And when the crowds came it put me 
off,” deals with the pressure and title 
that came with the Vancouver Olym-
pics. Songs like, “O Alexandra” and 
“Loveless” show why Said the Whale 
are Canadian revered musicians, who 
can provide uncontrollable sing along 
friendly lyrics with a music lovers top-
ic: Love.  Keep your eyes peeled for a 
Juno Award nomination for this album.

4. Album: Tiger Talk
Artist: Yukon Blonde
After re-tooling their line up by cut-
ting the fat and stripping down to a 
three-piece rock band, Yukon Blonde 
was able to reinvent themselves with 
the release of  their album (the appro-
priately named) Tiger Talk. Featuring 
slick smooth listening rock songs like 
“My Girl” and “Iron Fist”, Tiger Talk 
breathes bare bone from-the-gut lyrics.

Top 5 Canadian Albums of 2012 
By: Elliott Gallagher Doucette  With the same lyrical essence kept in 

mind the band provides hard hitting 
songs like “Stairway”, offering wicked 
harmonies and guitar licks best played 
incredibly loud. The enduring messag-
es engraved into the music throughout 
this Tiger Talk prove that with dedica-
tion Yukon Blonde was able to throw 
a musical curve ball with a change of  
pace in comparison with their former 
tracks while still remaining true to 
themselves.

5.  Album: And I Thank You
Artist: The Elwins
The debut full-length album by The 
Elwins offers the terrific melodies 
with a cheery twist involved. Songs 
such as “Forgetful Assistance” and 
“Stuck In the Middle” offer irresistible 
pop oriented guitar lines with liquid 
smooth moving bass lines. And I Thank 
You nabbed The Elwins CBC Radio 3’s 
“Rookie of  the Year” award. Their feel 
good vibes and catchy lyrics snatched 
them a few spots opening for heavy 
weight Canadian bands such as The 
Arkells, The Born Ruffians and Zeus. 
With a solid performance on their first 
album, make sure to keep your eye on 
these up and coming Toronto natives. 
They’ll be sticking around in the scene 
for quite some time.
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I love stuffed bell peppers, whether 
they’re green, orange, yellow or red, 
I love them all. I’ve tried many stuffed 
peppers over the years, however none 
of  them seemed to tease my tastebuds, 
making me want to run to the couple 
sitting next to me and gush about how 
delicious they were. I mean, they were 
all good, but not anything spectacular. 
Then one day I was surfing one of  my 
favourite food websites, www.sorted-
food.com, and I came across the reci-
pe, Vegetarian Stuffed Peppers. At the 
time my sister was still a vegetarian, 
so it was perfect for dinner. The recipe 
seemed extremely easy, so that very 
night I printed it off  and made it for 

Ingredients:

1 tbs butter
1 ½ lb rinsed, but not dried spinach
1 tsp olive oil
90 g chopped prosciutto
¾ cup heavy cream, + 4 tbs later
4 large eggs
4 tsp Parmesan cheese

Do this: 

Preheat the oven to 350˚F and butter 
four 6-fl oz ramekins  (small oven-safe 
dish)
In a large pot, melt the butter over me-
dium heat. Add the spinach and cook 
until tender, about 3 minutes. Drain the 
spinach and chop coarsely.

BEST OF: Food
Tigertalk Brings You the Official Recipes of 2012

dinner. It was one of  the most delicious 
things I had ever tasted, all of  the fla-
vours were combined beautifully, and 
the basmati rice was light and fluffy. 
Then I discovered that this recipe is 
also perfect for a beautiful rice salad, 
the only difference is that I would leave 
out the peppers and let the rice cool 
before adding the other ingredients. 
It was one of  best discoveries that I 
had ever made over the internet. All in 
all, this is definitely the best dish and 
recipe of  2012, not only because of  it’s 
delicious flavour, but because of  its 
ability to be served at anything from a 
picnic to a fancy dinner. 

INGREDIENTS

2 red peppers
1/2 a cup of  basmati rice
sprinkle of  Cajun spice
pinch of  turmeric 
1 small red onion
1 bunch of  fresh parsley 
1 handful of  black, pitted olives
4 sun-dried tomatoes
1/2 ball of  mozzarella

RECIPE

Preheat the over to 350F and bring a 
pan of  salted water to the boil.
Peel and dice the red onion and sauté 
them in olive oil until soft, set to the 
side.

Vegetarian Stuffed Peppers
By Kira Knight

Slice the peppers in half  form stalk to 
base and scoop out the seeds carefully 
without breaking through the bottom of  
the pepper.
Place the peppers onto a baking tray, 
drizzle with olive oil, salt and pepper, 
then bake for 10 minutes. 
Dump the rice into the boiling water, 
then simmer gently for 10 minutes 
whilst the peppers cook.
Roughly chop the fresh parsley.
Hack up the olives, sun-dried tomatoes 
and half  of  the mozzarella into small 
pieces and mix in a bowl with the onion 
and parsley. 
Drain the rice when cooked and plump 
and stir into the bowl of  prepared 
ingredients, with the Cajun spice and 
turmeric.

Spoon the rice mixture into the soft-
ened pepper halves and top with a 
slice of  the remaining mozzarella ball.
Return to the over for another 5 min-
utes, then serve hot or cold the next 
day a a packed lunch item.
Serves 2.

Source:
http://sortedfood.com/#!/stuffedpep-
pers/

Baked Eggs – With Spinach and Prosciutto

Heat the oil on the pot on the medi-
um setting and add the prosciutto. 
Cook for 2 minutes and then add the 
chopped spinach. Pour in the cream 
and bring everything to a boil. Stir 
often, until the cream thickens, about 4 
minutes. 
Divide this mixture evenly into the four 
dishes and crack an egg on top of  
each. Season according to your taste 
buds, and then into the oven.
Bake, until the whites are opaque and 
the yolks have firm edges and soft cen-
ters, about 15 minutes. Remove from 
the over and sprinkle each serving with 
1 teaspoon of  the parmesan. Serve 
immediately for most praise. 

I think we can all agree, eggs are good no matter how you 
do ‘em up. Saturday morning, we’re ready for ya. 

By Sylvia Eayrs
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The title says it all folks.  Wear what you 
want, wear what you love, and wear 
what makes you feel great. American 
fashion designer Donna Karan once 
said in a Vogue interview, “I believe 
in comfort. If  you don’t feel comfort-
able in your clothes, it’s hard to think 
of  anything else. On the other hand, 
when you’re relaxed you feel confident. 
To me, design and style should work 
toward making you look good and feel 
good without a lot of  effort – so you can 
get on with the things that matter.”  I 
cannot agree more with her statement! 
I believe comfort and confidence are 
two important components in fashion 
that can overrule any fashion fad. I 
really can’t encourage you enough to 
wear what you find nice and comfort-
able, and not what you think everyone 
else would prefer. High school is a time 
to find out who you are, and to exper-
iment and explore the different styles 
and fashion the world has to offer you. 
It’s time to find out who you are,  and 
not who society wants you to be or 
what the norm is. So don’t get caught 
up in the latest fashion fads! Wear what 
you want and be who you want to be. 
And if  you’re worrying about what oth-
ers may think? Keep this quote in mind, 
because personally it always kept me 
in check “Those who mind don’t matter 
and those who matter don’t mind.” So 
wear what makes you feel amazing. 
Wear what makes you feel comfort-
able in your own skin. Individuality has 
never and will never be a terrible thing. 
Wear what makes you feel gorgeous 
and handsome, not what you think 
others will like because you are far too 
beautiful to be bound by what others 
say you have to be wearing. We are all 
far too beautiful to have restrictions 
based on what trend is currently “in” 
or not. We shouldn’t let that define who 
we are.  When you get dressed in the 
morning, think about what you want 
to wear because at the end of  the day 
it’s really about what you want and 
like. Wear whatever makes you happy. 
(And as long as it fits the dress code at 
school.)  

2012 has been a great year for fashion. 
The 2012 spring runway shows began 
early last year and showed all over 
the world in New York, Paris, London, 
Milan, Toronto, Berlin... The list goes 
on and on. Then came the fall shows 
with new collections, beginning in late 
summer and continuing into october, 
when Toronto Fashion Week was held. 
Lots of  young people have been taking 
cues from runway shows and working 
the trends into their everyday outfits. 
Here are some of  the biggest and best 
trends of  2012:
To begin, I loved the pastel frenzy that 
was seen on the spring runways. The 
collections from Louis Vuitton, Fran-
cisco Costa, Calvin Klein, Valentino 

and many other front runners showed 
pastel tones with girly detailing such as 
scallops, flowy skirts and colourblock-
ing which all was very refreshing. This 
style is approachable, making it easy to 
work into an everyday look.
Another spring favourite was the huge 
20’s comeback. Gucci was a leader, 
but this look was also seen at Etro, 
Julien Mcdonald and Marchesa, among 
others. The straight silhouettes, art 
deco patterns and fringes where some-
thing that hadn’t been seen in awhile, 
although a style comeback is common, 
and personally, I think that the flapper 
look is super awesome. The whole look 
was also fairly uncommon which I think 
added to the appeal.

Now for a fall trend: Baroque embroi-
dery. At Balmain, Marchesa and other 
shows, beautiful, intricate embroidery 
graced the runway. I think that this 
trend was so popular because it’s hard 
not to love something so delicate and 
rich. This look also morphed into dark-
er, almost gothic looks which is where 
we saw the Rooney Mara obsession 
among designers. 
This year also had some great beau-
ty trends. From the wet hairstyles to 
vampy lipstick shades, overall, 2012 
was a very interesting year and i hope 
that 2013 will again raise the bar for 
fashion designers.

Bridge + Bardot 

Is an adorable little clothing store for 
women store located on Dundas St 
west and Ossington. It has a mix of  vin-
tage clothing and brands at a decently 
affordable price  
http://www.bridgeandbardot.com/

Gravity Pope 

Gravity pope is a shoe store for men 
and women however they do sell some 
clothes but not many. GP is located 
on Queen St West and Ossington it is 
quite spacious and modern looking, the 
shoes come at a range of  prices from 
fairly expensive to really cheap.  
http://www.gravitypope.com/gravity-
pope-toronto-shoes-and-clothes

Sauvage 

Sauvage is a small clothing store locat-
ed on queen and Palmerston they sell 
lovely clothes but they have and amaz-
ing selection of  shoes and accessories 
as well that come at a range of  prices 
http://shopsauvage.com/

F as in Frank 

F as in Frank is a very unique vintage 
store it has a huge range of  clothing 
and accessories for men and  women. 
The store is a very “on trend” store and 
has nothing but amazing reviews. It is 
located on queen west of  Spadina.
https://fasinfrankvintage.com/

Untitled & Co. 

Untitled & Co. is an incredibly quirky 
yet cute vintage store located at 214 
Bathurst in between Dundas and 
Queen. They sell very affordable vin-
tage clothes for men and women.
http://untitledandco.blogspot.ca/

Toronto is a pretty fashion savvy town but when it comes to choosing where to 
shop and which stores to shop at it can get pretty hard.so many stores keep 
opening and closing its hard to keep up so I have narrowed down the top 5 new 
Clothing shops in Toronto that opened in 2012.

Top 5 New Clothing Shops in Toronto 
of 2012
By Madeleine Whitestone

Wear What 
You Want
By Lee Nguyen

BEST OF: Fashion
By Harbord Tiger
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Aries: March 21st-April 19th
Celebrity aries: Victoria 
Beckham
Editor aries: India

Taurus: April 21 - May 21
Celebrity Taurus: David 
Beckham
Editor taurus: Parker

Gemini: May 22 - June 21
Celebrity gemini: Natalie 
Portman
Editor gemini: Rene

Cancer: June 22 - July 22
Celebrity cancers: Knox and 
Vivienne Jolie-Pitt
Editor cancer: Emily

Leo: July 23 -August 21
Celebrity Leo: Mila Kunis

Virgo: August 22 - Sept. 23
Celebrity virgo: Blake Lively
Editor Virgo: Matilda

Libra: Sept. 24 - Oct. 23
Celebrity Libra: Eminem
Scorpio: Oct. 24 - Nov. 22
Celebrity scorpio: Rachel 
McAdams

Sagittarius: Nov. 23 - Dec. 22

Celebrity sagittarius: Britney 
Spears
Editor sagittarius: Sydney

Capricorn: Dec. 23 - Jan. 20
Celebrity capricorn: Kate 
Middleton
Editor capricorn: Sylvia

Aquarius: Jan. 21 - Feb. 19
Celebrity Aquarius: Ashton 
Kutcher

Pisces: Feb. 20- March 20
Celebrity Pisces: Seal
Editor Pisces: Sadie and 
Ayisha

I have three words to describe 
2012: Wake Up Call.
For every sign, in almost all promi-
nent aspects of  life, things shifted 
drastically in 2012. It was a year of  
ups and downs, which has made 
everyone crave the shift that a new 
year brings.
Although some signs are dreamier 
than others (yes, I’m talking to you
pisces), everyone was forced to 
plant their feet on the ground and 
get their priorities in order.
In 2012, finances took on a domi-
nating role in everyone’s lives. For 
the adults around, this
may have consisted of  a promotion 
or even a complete shift in one’s 
career path. For us
younglings, this may have pushed 

us towards financial indepen-
dence, or simply taught us a
lesson about the value of  money in 
the real world.
Two words to describe love this 
year: Reality Check. I wish I could 
tell you that everyone had a great 
romantic and gushy year, especial-
ly with valentine’s day around the 
corner. Too bad this isn’t the case. 
For most of  us, 2012 brought with it 
a lot of  emotion both good and bad. 
Virgo’s this year learned to stand 
on their own two feet, while pisces 
were forced to abandon their usual 
up in the clouds mindsets. Leo’s 
and aquarius were both pushed out 
of  their relationship comfort zones 
this year. No matter your sign, you 
probably experienced a reality 
check that will benefit you in the 
future– even though it was tough to 
accept at the time. 
2012 was a great year for health. 
Many of  us finally started towards 
a goal. Maybe you joined a gym or 
a sports team? Discovered a great 
brand of  protein bar? Started get-
ting enough sleep? No matter how 
small the changes were, 2012 has 
made you a stronger, healthier per-
son. We all approach health differ-
ently; libras tend to head towards 
moderation, while virgo’s this year 
discovered that exercise can be a 
great outlet for anger. Sagittarius’ 
in 2012 discovered that exercise 
can actually be fun and not tire-
some. No matter your sign, and no 
matter your approach, remember 
to carry the positive aspects of  
2012 with you into 2013. 
So just what exactly does 2013 
have in store for you? If  I had to 
pick one word to predict the
year as a whole it would be this; 
rebuild. In relationships or self-es-
teem, finances or personal
style, rebuilding is key, and 2013 
will bring us the power to do just 
that. 2012 has been quite a roll-
er-coaster, and I know that I for one 
am quite happy to be getting off  
the ride.

Not able to make it to a beachfront all 
inclusive with a pool? That’s all right, 
because you and a friend can take a 
bath together and have the same ex-
perience! It will be just like swimming 
in the ocean, only this way you can 
control the water temperature!

Missing out on the beach? No problem. 
Just fill your room with sand! It’s going 
to be just like lying on the beach. You 
can relax, lie back and drink a Pina 

Colada (virgin of  course, since we are 
still minors) without having to leave the 
comfort of  your own home.

You want to catch a tan, but the Toron-
to sun just is not providing you with 
enough of  those
awesome UVA and UVB rays. Have no 
fear, you can still get that glow. Just 
purchase one of  those neat heating 
lamps that they use to keep those little 
chicks alive. You’ll be sweating away in 

no time.

If  the tropical scene is not for you, and 
you long for the snow instead, just rip 
up some old
pillows, get your ski gear on, and then 
open a window to let that freezing wind 
blow in your
face. You’ll really feel like you’re sliding 
down those slopes.

Or if  you prefer a more laid back kind 

March Break is coming up! Very exciting stuff, but what to do if you have no money to fly off to some tropical paradise or a 
sloping ski resort? Well, Tigertalk Editor Sydney Dummett is one of those unfortunate souls who is lacking in the cash depart-
ment and therefore seeking some inexpensive activities to occupy herself with over the break. 
Here are her tips for those in similar situations:

HOROSCOPES: 
The Year At A Glance

of  vacation, instead of  heading to a 
meditation retreat, try cleaning the 
bathroom sink. This calming activity 
will give you lots of  time to think about 
your goals for the future and give you a 
chance to really focus on your breath-
ing as you scrub all that grime off.

I hope these ideas help! Have a won-
derful and safe March break Harbord.

March Break on a Budget

By Ayisha Sahay


