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By: Alex Szigeti

How did you guys (the soccer 
team) think you would do go-
ing into the season this year? 
We thought from the begin-
ning that we would go to OF-
SAA and have a good season, 
and we are kinda meeting 
those expectations.

Kinda?
Yeah, like, we had a lot of inju-
ries and stuff, so we lost two 
games, but overall I think we 
are all satisfied.

Did winning athlete of the year 
put added pressure on you to 
prove yourself as an outstand-
ing athlete deserving of the 
title? Do you feel you’re expect-
ed to lead the soccer team to 
the championships as it is your 
only sport?
WHY ARE PEOPLE HA-
TIN ON ME? But nah, I 
don’t think I need to prove 
anything, I know I probably 
shouldn’t have won last year 
because I only played one 
sport, but oh well I guess I did 
really well. I’m just gonna try 
to keep leading the team to 
victory. 

Well said. How do you fell 
about being called a stud for 
being able to win the award 
while  playing just one sport? 
Or being called a stud in gen-
eral?
Who says stud? Hahaha.  I 
don’t know man, like I do 
squats to stand out more. I 
don’t know, I guess people just 
like me or something.

Who do you think the next 
big Harbord soccer star will be 

The Girls Varsity Field Hock-
ey team has excelled consis-
tently throughout the season, 
demonstrating incredible per-
sistence and team spirit under 
excellent coaching and man-
agement. The team played an 
excruciatingly close semi-final 
game that had the opposing 
Leaside team winning 1-0 
with the second half winding 
down. With two minutes left, 
offensive player Kira Knight 
scored, tying the game 1-1. 
Overtime. Both teams were on 
edge. The tension of the game 
reached an all-time high, and 
all eyes were glued to the ball. 
The next goal would deter-
mine who advanced to the 
city finals. Harbord’s sideline 
supporters grew increasingly 
enthusiastic as the ball began 
to travel towards the oppo-
nent’s net. Leaside fouled in 
the scoring circle which led 
to a penalty. Harbord’s Alexia 
Camara-Medeiros (center-
midfield) took the ball. She 
passed to Pascale Walters, the 
team’s solid centre defender 
and co-captain, who propelled 
the ball towards the net with 
her killer shot. As spectators 
watched from the edge of 
their seats, several attempts to 
regain possession of the ball 
were made. Time seemed to 
move in slow motion as Alexia 
and Elliot Peck Williamson 
(striker) worked as a team to 
shoot the ball into the net.

Time stopped. 

All at once cheers erupted as 
the Harbord Tigers celebrated 
their well-earned, city final 
qualifying victory. 

Celebratory twerking ensued.

Sports

By Na’ama Freeman

This field hockey season saw 
after school practices in the 
scorching September heat 
all the way to freezing Octo-
ber mornings at Birchmount 
Stadium. 

after you have left the school? 
Anthony Sousa.

Any last thoughts you’d like to 
share with Harbordites? 

An Exclusive Article With Athlete Of 
The Year Winner Quintin Lopes

Varsity Field Hockey
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By Maya Biderman

How well do you really know your 
neighbors? Do you know how they 
take their coffee in the morning? 
What about the name of their dog? 
What kind of laundry detergent 
do they use? Or, more importantly, 
what team to they cheer for?

Are their walls graced with an 
Argos’ jersey? Does a Toronto 
Rock hat sit on the mantle? Is the 
Maple Leaf ’s foam finger placed in 
every bedroom? Is there a collec-
tion of stubs from game tickets? 

Is the white and blue of the hearts 
of Torontonians splashed on every 
available surface? No? Move. 

For many, whether or not you 
cheer for our home team is as im-
portant as whether or not you plan 
on having kids; ultimately a deal 
breaker. 

The non-athletes of Toronto are 
in a league of our own. Toronto’s 
our name, desperate fan girling is 
our game. Nowhere else does one 
pay obscene amounts of money to 
watch a team lose routinely. Only 
in Toronto would someone pay 

Rugby v. Football
By: Daniel Fernandez

I am known at Harbord as “that 
guy with the beard on the rugby 
team”, or something along those 
lines. I have tried to recruit pret-
ty well everyone I’ve talked to for 
the team I love, but most people 
decide they aren’t interested in 
playing. “I don’t know man it seems 
kind of dangerous not wearing 
any padding or equipment”. I find 
this answer quite frustrating as 
an ex-football player. It’s assumed 
the inch and a half to two inches 
of plastic between you and your op-
ponents protects unfailingly, giving 
people a sense of indestructibility. 
While padding does protect players 
to a certain extent, the mindset that 
comes along with it can be detri-
mental to football players. It leads 
people to believe that they’re invin-
cible and immune to injury from 
the dangerous plays they make. The 
high impact collisions we see in 
football games at the high school 
level of play have damaging effects 
on body and brain. It’s not to say 
that the Rugby Union doesn’t see 
its share of big hits, but the funda-
mental difference is that players are 
more careful as to how fast they’re 
going at the point of impact, and 

more aware of their body position-
ing since nobody wears any pad-
ding. A rugby tackle utilizes your 
opponent’s forward momentum 
against them and brings them to 
the ground quickly and efficiently. 
A football tackle is comparable to 
two large trains on the same set of 
tracks moving at top speed towards 
one another, crashing in an epic 
display of violence and aggression. 
I played football competitively for 
a couple years before I joined a 
rugby club. I was playing a game 
out in a rural area, and after the 
hand shake there was a standoff 
between my team and theirs. Our 
team was talking smack to them 
and vice versa, and things started 
escalating quickly. The situation 
defused when the referees separat-
ed two teams and sent us on our 
way. A similar situation happened 
in Hamilton, if I remember correct-
ly. At one point our whole bench 
ran out on to the field in an intense 
pushing and shoving match. This 
is a very rare occurrence in rugby. 
We’re indifferent before the game, 
at war during the game, and after 
we are all back to being friends. On 
one occasion last year playing for 
Harbord as the Hooker (a position) 
for 7s, I said “I’m hungry… anyone 
down for a pizza after?” as we were 
lining up for a scrum engagement. 
I had directed this at my teammates 
lining up beside me. The response 
I got astounded me. Players from 

LETS GO T.O. 5300$ for the toilet that used to be 
in the dressing room at old Maple 
Leaf Gardens. Yes. This actually 
happened.  

The legion of die-hards has done 
nothing but grow over past years. 
For all its momentum, it’s brought 
out the worst in the “others”, not to 
be xenophobic. Do not be fooled 
by the thousands of blue and white 
fans that fill our subways day in, 
day out. The league of disbelievers 
is not a myth. It’s the innocent 50 
year old’s who hide their Boston 
jerseys but never cease to remind 
you that we haven’t wont the cup 
since 1967. It’s those 12 baseball 
fans without I <3 BJ’s written on 
their cheeks at the Rogers Centre. 
Trust me, they’re there. Living 
among us are the 100 people that 
weren’t outside the ACC last playoff 

season. You may be surprised, 
shocked, horrified even. While it 
may be hard to believe that not 
everyone is as utterly obsessed 
with Toronto sports as you are, it’s 
true.

Your devotion to our sports teams 
is the blue running through your 
veins, because if you’re not cheer-
ing for Toronto, it’s not worth 
cheering in Toronto at all, right?

So I ask- how well do you know 
your neighbors? Are they on our 
side? No? Move.

the other team said they were up 
for pizza after the game. When 
the final whistle blew we shook 
hands and began socializing with 
the opposing team. A group of 
us all hung out to eat the pizza 
they were selling at the field. You 
just wouldn’t see that in football. 
Rugby is about community, and is 
just as much about the friendships 
you build as it is about playing the 

game. To paraphrase a great coach 
of mine: “It doesn’t matter where 
you go in the world, what language 
you speak, or where you come 
from. If you join a rugby club any-
where, you will have at least 20-30 
people who are friends, potential 
hook-ups for jobs and people to 
stay with.” This is very true, and is 
something you simply don’t get in 
football.
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By: Tristan Morris

My name is Tristan and I’m 
the Chairman of the Boy’s 
Athletic Association. I haven’t 
been in BAA for that long; I 
only joined in grade eleven. 
As Chairman, I am the club’s 
voice, and run all our meet-
ings. I also speak on behalf of 
the club at assemblies and ral-
lies. When Mr. Gurney asked 
me to take on the Chairman 
role last year, I was really 
hesitant. Public speaking and 
I have never been a good mix. 
However, I’ve now noticed 
that each time I have had 
to speak at a meeting or an 
assembly, I’m a little less ner-
vous then before. Personally, 
that’s why I really like being 
in BAA. The club encourages 
guys to communicate with 
people that they might not 
usually talk to, and offers an 
opportunity to get involved 
in our school community. It’s 
not just a place for ignorant 
“jocks” to gather; we’re no cli-
ché. BAA is open to guys from 
grades nine to twelve, whether 
they’re athletic or not. Right 
now, BAA has a couple of 
things in the works: a bas-
ketball shootout on Novem-
ber 4th, hockey shootout on 
November 14th, and clothing 
sales around Chritmas. It is 
never too late to get involved 
and join BAA. We meet every 
Thursday at lunch in room 
016. All guys are welcome.

Words From the 
Most Athletic Boy at 
Harbord

School Sports
By: Anonymous

Sports are a large part of 
school life but are often un-
dermined at Harbord by our 
strong focus on academics. 
However, Harbord still sup-
ports the athletics depart-
ment, and makes sure we have 
the necessary equipment. An 
influx of gifted athletes over 
the past few years have bet-
tered our teams, making us 
true competitors. Now that we 
have the ability to be success-
ful, it is time to take the sports 
at Harbord more seriously. 
We can’t be bystanders in this 
matter. If we want our athlet-
ics to continue to improve
then we need to actively par-
take in a solution. This article

isn’t about advertising Har-
bord sports, and it isn’t about 
hyping up our school either. 
This article is reaching out to 
the people who care enough 
to want to make a change. 
There are so many ways to 
get involved and benefit our 
school and its students, such 
as SAC, SLIC and other clubs 
along those lines. Only two 
clubs, however, directly deal 
with Harbord athletics, which 
are BAA and GAA. Any ath-
lete or person who cares about 
improving Harbord please 
join one of these 
great clubs because we need 
all the help we can get if we 
want to see a change.
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People may assume many things 
when hearing that someone dug 
her own grave. Perhaps they’ll 
wonder if she was considering 
suicide, or wanted to prepare for 
death. However, our teacher, Rita 
Pieniniemi has her own reasons.
     She calls herself a shamanic ap-
prentice, meaning she is a student 
of shamanism. She says that, “In 
a nutshell, shamanism is a system 
of knowledge and tools that help 
someone understand themselves 
and the world around them.” To 
become a shaman takes many years 
of work.  Although it is often mis-
interpreted as one, shamanism is 
not a religion.
So, what is shamanism? The Insti-
tute for Contemporary Shamanic 
Studies in Toronto describes it as 
the study of energy and how it is 
perceived and used. In the shaman-
ic world-view, everything is energy 
and when we learn to use energy 

correctly, we can achieve balance. 
Ms. Pieniniemi mentioned how 
everything is ultimately energy and 
everything is connected. She start-
ed shamanism seven years ago. 
As an apprentice of shamanism, 
one of the things she must do is a 
ceremony. This is when she per-
forms a set of actions using specific 
tools. Each have a distinct purpose. 
“Ceremonies are a way that I can 
learn something, experience some-
thing or find out what happens 
when I put myself in certain situa-
tions. I can learn about myself.”
     Digging herself a grave and 
staying in it was a required cere-
mony. She has done it repeatedly 
and will do it again. Each time she 
is required to remain in the grave 
for longer. It started out as one 
night and each time it grows by a 
day. 
She is guided through the forest by 
her teachers, who then check on 

French Schools vs Canadian Schools

By: Mathilde Buzy and Albane Doussin
Schools in Canada are much cooler than in France but we have a few things that you don’t have.

her every once in a while. The point  
of the ceremony is to learn from 
your fears, instead of being afraid 
or resisting change. It is called 
making death an ally.
 However, there are disadvantages 
to being outside for so long. The 
ground becomes cold and damp. So 
when Ms.Pieniniemi started stay-
ing outside for a longer period of 
time, instead of digging a hole, she 
built herself a structure out of twigs 
and branches and covered it so that 
it was dark. The structure is called 
a Kiva. She tells me that dreaming 
in shamanism is different than 
sleeping. Sleeping is checking out, 
and that is wasting the purpose, but 
a body needs to be replenished, so 
you are allowed to dream.    
     When asked why she decided 
to share such a personal part of 
herself with the school, Ms.Pie-
niniemi replied,  “ This is who I am. 
We all do different things with our 

time and for anyone that reads the 
article, I wanted to give an exam-
ple of being  accepting and loving 
who you are; and that we should 
never be afraid to do that. So if that 
makes me weird, then I’m weird, 
and I don’t care. This is not some-
thing I always talk about, but why 
shouldn’t I? It’s who I am right now.  
I would want every person in this 
building to do the same thing; to be 
who they are, because that makes 
the world so much more interest-
ing.”

- We have two weeks off every two 
months.
- If the teacher is missing, we don’t 
have class.
- We have one hour and a half or two 
hours for lunch.
- Every Wednesday, we get the after-
noon off.

- You finish school at 3 p.m
- You have late starts on Thursdays.
- You switch rooms every period.
- You have only four periods in one 
day instead of eight.

- We finish school at 5 p.m and begin at 8:30 
a.m.
- We stay in the same room all day.
- We are not allowed to use our phones with-
in the school.

- The periods are longer than in France.
- You have exams every year.
- The girls and boys don’t really mix in 
groups of friends.

Advantages Disadvantages

The Woman Who Digs Her Own Grave
By: Bridget Carter-Whitney
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Last week, we found ourselves 
looking through old archives 
in our school museum to bring 
light to some of Harbord’s festive 
history. As we dug deeper, the 
information became harder to 
decipher. Near the very back 
of one of the filing cabinets, 
we came across a very peculiar 
story. A story that has literally 
vanished from our school’s histo-
ry for over a hundred years.  
The details are not exact, but 
we pieced them together as 
well as we could. Between 1899 
and 1902, there was a terrible 
fire on the third floor of the old 
building of Harbord. The exact 
cause is unknown, however the 
school suffered serious structural 
damage and renovations were 
required the following spring. 
The haunting aspect of this story 
though, is that during the build-
ing’s evacuation, one person was 
unaccounted for. The details of 
this person were lost in time, 
so it is unknown if they were 
a student, a teacher, or anoth-
er staff member. However, it is 
certain that there was one death. 
There was a search, however the 
body of this mysterious missing 
person was never found. 
It was traumatizing for students 
and teachers alike, and it only 

got worse. When the school re-
opened and classes resumed as 
usual, the third floor had been 
replaced with a varnished wood. 
Within the next few weeks, re-
ports began to surface of sounds of 
moaning around the 3rd floor. As 
more and more students noticed 
it, they deemed it to be the missing 
body, the one lost in the fire, who 
was haunting the building. After 
studying the evidence, it cannot be 
denied that something very omi-
nous was going on in our school. 
For the next year, many reports 
identified mysterious moaning and 
footsteps, at all times of the day. 
But after that, not a sound. Since 
1904, it seems that our school ghost 
has not revealed itself again.  
There have been other fires since 
then, and even one tower-crip-
pling storm, but nobody else has 
been lost. This is all that we could 
gather from the facts, we will leave 
the choice of believing whether or 
not there was supernatural activity 
in play that year  up to you. Next 
time you’re on the 3rd floor how-
ever, listen just a little closer for 
the missing person who vanished 
after that fire. We’ll never know 
what happened to them, and who 
knows, our school ghost could be 
reading over your shoulder right 
this minute.

The Lost Harbordite
By: Ben Heywood MacLeod and Cameron McGlade

If We Lived by Television
By: Katerina Hatzinakos

I know it’s been said before, but I’ll 
say it again. If we lived by televi-
sion, our lives would be completely 
unrecognizable from what they are 
now. It’s no secret that the enter-
tainment industry likes to embel-
lish, but the nonsense has reached 
an all time high in the last decade, 
especially when it comes to high 
school. Last time I checked, peo-
ple don’t have their heads shoved 
into toilets, or get busted for Burn 
Books at Harbord. And while I’m 
sure it happens somewhere, it’s 
certainly not the norm. That’s not 
to say that bullying isn’t a pressing 
issue. It is. But things have evolved 
since the 80’s, when The Breakfast 
Club was said to have iconized its 
generation. This is 2013. Why isn’t 
the industry evolving with us? The 
scenarios we see are fabricated in 
a Hollywood office; they certainly 
aren’t based on us. Sure, maybe the 
clothes are different, the vernacular 
too, but the characters and plotlines 
have been alive for generations. 

The fact is that for some reason, 
what we know as cliché staples in 
the typical high school movie- the 
quarterback dating the cheerleader, 
pep rallies and prom queens, jocks 
and geeks becoming friends despite 
their difference in hierarchy – are 
for the most part irrelevant. Isn’t a 
cliché supposed to be a common 
idea? 

As a kid, I seriously thought that 
going into high school I would 
have a primped, blonde Regina 
George to fear, and a Varsity foot-
ball team to lust after. While part 
of me still wishes the latter were so, 
I’ve learned better than to expect 
what I see on the big screen. Fur-
thermore, and I’m sorry to say this, 
either kids are getting consistently 
uglier, or the “high school stu-
dents” we see on television are just 

too attractive. Now, I understand 
make-up, but what is this obsession 
with casting adults to play teenag-
ers? It’s completely ridiculous, and 
honestly kind of insulting. When 
period shows like Game of Thrones 
goes into production, it aims to 
be as accurate as possible, and 
gets called out if it isn’t.However, 
most shows and movies set in high 
school, which should be upheld 
to the same standards, are utterly 
inaccurate. 

So why care? When I asked my 
mom if The Breakfast Club is an 
accurate portrayal of high school 
in 1985, she said that while slight-
ly exaggerated, many were able 
to identify with the characters. 
But if someone asks me in twenty 
years how I survived high school 
after having watched movies like 
Mean Girls, I certainly won’t have 
the same answer. Our society has 
evolved enough technologically 
to enable us to use television and 
movies to understand and learn 
about generations before us. Well, 
is this really how we want to be 
remembered? 

The question here isn’t whether or 
not we believe what we tune into; 
it’s why we buy into it. It’s true that 
these franchises have enormous 
entertainment value, which is why 
we watch movies like Mean Girls. 
However absurd, there’s some-
thing captivating about this fake 
world, this alternate universe that 
is the Hollywood high school. Is it 
that we crave the drama, the high 
stakes? Or do we need a title like 
“geek”, “jock” or “prom queen” to 
truly define ourselves? Regard-
less of what it is, as a grade twelve 
student reminiscing on the last 
few years, I find myself wondering 
whether I really have achieved the 
“true” high school experience.
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Have you ever had a down-
to-earth conversation with 
your principal?  Probably not.  
I sat down with Mr. Meade, 
our new principal, to discuss 
5th years, tattoos, and mon-
ey-making tactics.  What I 
found out is more than you 
might have expected from the 
man behind the suit.   

RAPID FIRE
Favourite dinner?
Butter chicken with naan

Favourite song? 
Macklemore- Same love

Favourite TV show? 
Breaking Bad

Best way to skin a pigeon? 
Best way to…?
Nevermind.  

Tea or coffee? 
Tea
Splenda or sugar? 
Bring on the sweet. Sugar.

High school nickname? 
Can’t tell you about that

What tattoo would you get? 
I did it in henna...A chain 
being broken between two 
hands.

What was your impression of 
high school?
I loved high school.  It was a 
lot of fun.  Made some pretty 
lasting friendships there.

What was your best and worst 
mark?
I got a 95% in accounting.  I 
was going to be an accoun-
tant before I was going to be 
a teacher. My worst mark was 
probably in English. I think I 
got a 72%.

What did you want to be at 
our age?
An accountant.  Why? cause 
they make a lot of money. In 
fact, I was a business teacher.

Can you tell me about an inter-
esting job you’ve had?
Other than being a principal 
and a business teacher, I was 
a newspaper delivery boy.  I 
worked at Zellers as a cashier, 
which I loved.  I also worked 
in a carpet shop where I had 
to bring out carpets to cus-
tomers and show them by flip-
ping stacks through the stacks 
until they found the right one.  

What is your opinion on taking 
a fifth year?
It’s just fine.  Lots of people 

do victory laps.  For me, 
highschool was 5 years and I 
thought that having that ex-
tra time allowed you to ma-
ture and develop yourself as 
well as try some more inter-
esting courses.  There seems 
to be a lot a pressure to grad-
uate in four years. However, 
there’s a lot to be said for that 
extra year of maturity that 
you get.

What are your favourite 
neighbourhoods in Toronto?
Shoutout to Scarborough just 
cause I grew up there.  I Love 
the Danforth, Kensington, 
Annex, how do you pick?

What motivates you to get up 
and be a principal?
Connecting with kids.  It’s 
just fun.  Our students are 
amazing and I get to see 
them in action.  It’s really 
quite a joy actually.

If you were to join any club 
at Harbord, which one would 
you pick?
SLIC sounds really interest-
ing.  I also play pretty much 
every sport but I had a lot of 
success in basketball.

Are there any changes you’d 
like to make to our school?
It’s really early to say that.  
I’ve heard that it’s a really 
amazing school.  I’ve always 
been a reflective person and 
look at where I can do things 
better.
What subject could you talk 
about forever?
Certainly my son and my 
family.  Equity and Identity 
are two subjects that i care 
passionately for, and could 
really talk about.

An Interview With Our New Principal
By: Simone Blais

The smiling faces you see 
when you walk into the 
lunchroom are Seveamia and 
Angela, Harbord’s Lunch 
Ladies.  In the kitchen you 
will find the best treasure 
of all, a giant assortment of 
food at lunch time. You can 
get everything from muffins 
to pizza to a tasty leafy green 
salad and you can even get 
milk for your strong bones. 
Early in the morning around 
8:15 – 8:30, Seveamia and 
Angela come to Harbord 
to serve breakfast for the 
students who didn’t eat at 
home. The breakfast program 
menu offers English muffins, 
Eggs, Bacon, Boiled eggs, 
B.L.Ts, Omelets, French toast, 
Chunky Diced Home fries 
and much more. Angela has 
been working at Harbord 
for 11 years and is still going 
strong.  She enjoys working 
at Harbord because she loves 
cooking for the students. 
Seveamia, on the other hand, 
has been working here for 
about for eight months. All 
the food in the cafeteria is 
made from scratch. Seveamia 
and Angela said that the 
famous chocolate chip cook-
ies are not bought, they are 
made from scratch like every 
thing else on the menu.

Our Ladies of Lunch
By: Brenna Shields



Entertainment

8 October 2013

Top 8 Horror Films
By: Reuben Barbosa

8. Dawn of the Dead (1978)    
The sequel to Night of The Living 
Dead, George Romero’s classic 
improves greatly as a more thought 
provoking and subtle work. It’s a 
zombie movie that displays the 
problems in consumerism, racism, 
capitalism, and commercialism of 
today’s culture, despite being made 
over 30 years ago. It’s a lot slower 
than most zombie films, but it’s able 
to entertain with its clever dark 
humor and amazing gore effects.

7. Bubba Ho-Tep (2002)
This film takes place in the pres-
ent day where both Elvis Presley 
and JFK are alive and are living 
in a retirement home. The movie  
focuses on Elvis Presley, who had 
an impersonator die in his place, 
working with JFK, whose skin was 
dyed brown, fighting against the 
evil mummy Ho-Tep who sucks 
the souls of his victims through 
their butt. Despite the very ridic-
ulous sounding plot, the film is 
actually a serious analysis of how 
old people are too easily forgotten 
in today’s media. 

4. They Live (1988)
The story follows a homeless man 
named Nada who finds a pair of 
sunglasses that allow him to see 
that in reality, all Republicans are 
actually aliens in disguise who are 
transmitting subliminal messages 
though advertisements. The social 
commentary in this film is great, 
and it’s actually able to make logical 
sense as to  why alien Republicans 
are trying to take over Earth. There 
are just that many gullible people 
who are willing to believe in people 
like Rob Ford. 

3. Shaun of the Dead (2004)
Shaun of the Dead is one of the best 
written comedies of all time. There 
are many things to say about this 
film but if there’s one thing it does 
perfectly throughout is parody. It’s 
able to be subtle with its comedy, 
and despite its name being an obvi-
ous reference to Dawn of the Dead, 
it never feels like Dawn of the Dead 
or other zombie films. It’s its own 
movie that is able to have genuine 
serious moments in the midst of all 
the jokes, which makes it so special 
and unique.

1. The Shining (1980)
The Evil Dead trilogy directed by Sam Raimi is the greatest horror series 
of all time. The horror/comedy films follow the hero Ash Williams from 
a cabin in the woods to the medieval times fighting zombie-like creatures 
attempting to kill him. The cinematography and ideas presented in the 
film are both genius and hilarious, which includes laughing moose heads, 
chainsaw hands, and time travel.

5. The Thing (1982)
What makes John Carpenter’s The 
Thing so great is that you are never 
sure what’s going on. Not even the 
actors and crew today know who 
and where the thing was through-
out the entire film, only John Car-
penter knows. The special effects 
in the film are all amazing, and I 
would say it’s the best ever done in 
film. It’s a film where you definitely 
need to pay attention so you don’t 
miss the amazing effects.

2. The Evil Dead Trilogy (1981-
1992)
The Evil Dead trilogy directed by 
Sam Raimi is the greatest horror 
series of all time. The horror/come-
dy films follow the hero Ash Wil-
liams from a cabin in the woods to 
the medieval times fighting zom-
bie-like creatures attempting to kill 
him. The cinematography and ideas 
presented in the film are both ge-
nius and hilarious, which includes 
laughing moose heads, chainsaw 
hands, and time travel.

6. The Toxic Avenger (1984)
The Toxic Avenger is a hard film 
to explain since most of it makes 
little sense.The acting and story 
are so ridiculous that you’re not 
even sure if it’s intentional or  if it’s 
just bad. The first 15 minutes of 
the movie are like a superhero ori-
gin story, and the rest is just what-
ever it wants to be. It takes an odd 
turn with all the gore they add in 
the last two acts, but it comes off 
so lowbrow and disgusting you’d 
have to see it to believe it.
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Return of the Living Dead 
(1985)
This movie is very cliché. Instead 
of coming up with something 
original they just ripped off  The 
Night of the Living Dead. Re-
turn of the Living Dead is not 
a sequel to George Romero’s 
first two Living Dead movies it’s 
more like an homage. The film 
was a success and it spawned 
four sequels. The film is very 
cheesy and over the top and 
has great 80’s special effects, 
much better than the CGI you 
see today. Plot wise it’s the sort 
of thing you’d expect from a 
movie about zombies. There’s 
an epidemic at a medical supply 
warehouse that re-animates one 
of the corpses stored there so 
they try to cremate the corpse. 
But what they don’t know is the 
smoke goes out the chimney 
mixes with the rain and falls 
all over a cemetery. So now the 
employees, the mortician, and 
the teens are in the middle of an 
entire cemetery being resurrect-
ed with the living dead, hungry 
for brains.

Scream (1996)
Wes Craven’s Scream is one 
part slasher film and one part 
tongue-in-cheek parody on the 
teen horror movies of the late 
1970s/early 1980s. It violates one 
of the oldest rules in movie his-
tory - it’s about characters who 
watch the movies. Sure people 
go to movies in movies all the 
time but those movies are about 
the “act” of going to see movies. 
Scream is about knowledge  of 
the movies: The characters in 
Scream are in a horror film, and 
because they’ve seen so many 
horror films, they know the do’s 
and dont’s of the genre. Story 
wise it is a very typical slasher 
horror film. Caller ID did not 
exist when this movie was made. 

4 MOVIES YOU SHOULD SEE THIS OCTOBER 
By Lucas Thomas

The Bride of Frankenstein 
(1935)
Bride of Frankenstein is classic. 
There are not a lot of sequels 
that are better than the originals. 
However, Bride of Frankenstein 
is not only better than Franken-
stein (1931), but it completely 
out-does the original in terms 
of entertainment and suspense. 
This is a very amusing and 
eccentric horror-comedy film 
with some very memorable and 
iconic moments. Not to mention 
that it’s in black and white.
 

The Evil Dead II (1987)
Evil Dead II is one of those odd 
movies sequels that’s actual-
ly more memorable than the 
original. Unlike The Return of 
the Living Dead, this film is a 
great example of successfully 
blending horror and comedy to 
great effect. This film is a com-
edy disguised as a disgustingly 
graphic horror movie.  But if 
you look closely you’ll notice 
that the movie’s a fairly sophis-
ticated satire. People who don’t 
understand movies will say it’s 
in bad taste, but that’s because 
they don’t understand, so laugh 
at them for not getting it. This is 
a crazy movie and a must see for 
the Halloween season. There is 
also a musical.
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Fall is the perfect season to show 
off your fashion, so take the oppor-
tunity and fall into style using this 
fall fashion essential guide! Layer-
ing pieces and adding accessories 
is easy thanks to the cooler autumn 
months, so use these basic items as 
your fashion template going for-
ward this season!
 
For Her
1.  Jacket and/or oversized sweater
Knitted Textured Stitch Cardigan 
(Topshop: $40.00)
Top this look off with a knitted 
sweater. A leather or tweed jacket 
will go perfectly well too.
2. Dark wash Jeans
High-Rise Seamed Jeans (Urban 
Outfitters: $58.00)
Stick with darker jeans for this 
fall season. It really doesn’t matter 
where you get your jeans from, so 
long as they fit!
3. Wrist watch

Georgia Three Hand Leather Watch 
(Fossil: $95.00)
Think about investing in a sta-
ple watch. You can pair this dark 
vintage watch with every outfit 
throughout the year.
4.     Leather Boots
Two-Tone Leather Riding Boots 
(Michael Kors: $325.00)
These are a bit pricey, but riding 
boots give the fall look a preppy 
flare.
5.     Knitted beanie, headband or 
cloche hat
Khaki Green Knit Headband 
(Aldo: $12.00)
Will keep you warm from fall to 
winter.
Wool Floppy Hat (American Ap-
parel: $45.00)
Change things up a bit with a 
cloche hat.
6.     Infinity Scarf
Textured Infinity Scarf (Call It 
Spring: $18.00)
A solid coloured scarf can add a 

Fall Fashion Essentials for Her and Him
By: Sana Hussain

pop of colour to any look.
7.     Messenger bag
Dark Brown Leather Messenger 
Bag (Aldo: $50.00)
Stylish, yet useful. Messenger bags 
are easy to hold over the shoulder 
and carry far more than your aver-
age purse.
8.     Burgundy nail polish
Essie Nail Color in Wicked (Essie: 
$8.00)
Any dark red shade works well 
in the fall. This however, is a fall 
favourite.
For Him
1. Leather jacket and/or Knitted 
sweater
Leather Bomber Jacket (Danier: 
$399.00)
Invest in a genuine leather jacket 
and you’ll be wearing it for years to 
come.
2. Plaid or striped shirt
Flannel Shirt (H&M: $24.95)
Plaid shirts add just enough colour 
while creating a preppy look.

3. Dark washed jeans
Straight Regular Jeans (H&M: 
$39.95)
Again, any pair of jeans works fine, 
but keep them dark for this season!
4.  Backpack
Heritage Backpack (Hershel: 
$59.99)
These bags are useful for school 
and thankfully don’t compromise 
the fall look.
5.  Wrist watch
Timex Easy Reader Limited Watch 
(Urban Outfitters: $65.00)
Investing in a dark watch will allow 
you to pair it with every outfit 
throughout the year
6.  Boots or sneakers
Laced Leather sneakers (Call It 
Spring: $49.98)
With the comfort of true sneakers, 
these shoes give this look a sharp 
finish. 
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Before we start, I want to introduce 
myself.
My name’s Melanie and I am an 
exchange student here at Harbord 
until November 8th. I am 15 years 
old and I love cooking, it’s the rea-
son why I wanted to do this article! 
I love Canada, and I hope you guys 
like this country and Harbord like I 
do. France is very different but it’s a 
beautiful country too!
I want to say thank you to all of the 
people who have made me feel wel-
come at Harbord, so far it has been 
a few amazing months for me!
So thanks very much, and I hope 
you will not have any difficulties in 
making this meal, it’s very simple, 
so don’t worry!
 
Starter:
 “Tomates Farcies Provencales”
 
Ingredients:
-2 cups of Croutons
-1/8 of a cup of Parsley
-2 cloves of Garlic
-2 tsp. of Olive oil
-Cherry tomatoes (you should have 
around 4 to 5 cherry tomatoes per 
person)
-Lettuce
 
1.Mix all of the ingredients togeth-
er.
2.Empty out all of the tomatoes and 
use the emptied out insides to mix 
with the rest of the ingredients.
3.Fill the tomatoes with your mix-
ture.
4.Cook the tomatoes for 5 minutes 
in the oven. (or grill)
 
5.For the presentation, you just 
have to put the tomatoes on the 
lettuce, and Enjoy! J
 
 

Main Dish:
“Crepes Bretonnes”
 
Ingredients:
-2 cups of flour.
-2 eggs.
-A pich of salt.
-3 cups of milk (or water if you 
prefer).
-Olive oil.
 
1. Beat the flour, eggs and salt to-
gether in a medium size bowl.
2. Add the milk little by little.
3. Put the mixture in the fridge 
until you cook it.
 
4. Put a little bit of olive oil on a 
pan with a paper towel and cook 
the crepes.
 
5. You can stuff the crepes with 
anything! My favorite is ham and 
cheese with an egg! (Look at the 
picture!)
 
 
Tip:
You can also make these crepes for 
dessert, just add 2 tsp of sugar and 
some orange zest (optional), you 
can put jam, chocolate hazelnut, 
salted butter with lemon, sugar…
and so on, on the crepes. Delicious 
and very simple! 

Desert:
“Fondant au chocolat”
 
Ingredients:
-2 eggs.
-3 and half tbsp of sugar.
-3 tbsp of  flour.
-7 tbsp of butter.
-10 tbsp of dark chocolate.
 
1. Preheat your oven to 395 F (200 
C).
2. Melt the chocolate in a sauce-
pan, then the butter (30 sec in the 
microwave is good as well).
3. Mix the sugar, eggs, and flour in 
a bowl.
4. Add the flour mixture to the 
chocolate and butter.
5. Bring all of the ingredients to a 
boil in the saucepan.

6. Cook it for 6 to 8 min (the time 
may vary according to your  oven 
so be careful if you want to have a 
perfect “fondant”!).
You can serve your dessert with 
some whipped cream and/or cus-
tard, it’s really delicious! 
 
Tip:
To have a perfect runny center, let 
the mixed ingredients sit in the 
fridge for 30 minutes before you 
put it in the oven to bake (do not 
leave it in the fridge longer than 30 
minutes !).
 
 
Bon appetit !! 

“Le parfait repas Francais!”
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The amount of time you have left to 
find a Halloween costume is slowly 
diminishing and many of you are 
probably racking your brains for 
last minute Halloween costumes. 
So, here are my top eight ideas for 
costumes that you can put together 
in a day or less.

1. The toy soldier
This one is pretty simple just find 
any camo-print lying around you 
house and put it on then paint 
yourself green.

2. Duck Dynasty
This costume pretty similar to the 
toy soldier, all you need is a camo 
vest, bandana and a big beard.

3. Miley Cyrus - Editor’s note, please 
don’t.
There are many different versions 
of Miley to be this year but the 
most recognizable one this year 
would probably be her outfit for 
her MMVA performance. To create 
that look all you have to do is get 
an old shirt, draw on the teddy 
bear body suit that she wore with 
a marker and put your hair in two 
buns on the sides of your head. If 
you want to take the costume up a 
level, buy a foam finger.

Last Minute Halloween Costume Ideas 2013

4. Kim Kardashian
Kim has had quite a year with her 
pregnancy but it makes for a great 
costume. All you need to do for 
this costume is find some skin-
tight clothes, stuff your belly with a 
pillow and you’re good to go.

5. Wednesday Addams
This costume is great if you want 
to stick to a creepier theme and its 
pretty simple to do. All you have to 
do is wear all black and put your 
hair into two tight side braids you 
can also draw on a cowlick.

6. The Lazy Costume
If you’re feeling really lazy grab an 
old shirt and write something on it 
like ”This is my drunk costume” or 
“My other costume is in the laun-
dry.” and you’re all set.

Horoscopes
By: Imogen the Wistful Gazer

Scorpio: October 23rd-Novem-
ber21st
Lucky day: Tuesday
As a Scorpio, you must accept that 
you are full of passion, you may not 
like this attribute but don’t deny 
yourself of feeling.  Your raw emo-
tional power will lead you to great 
things. Sometimes you have to 
blindly follow your heart and forget 
about reason and sensibility. 

Sagittarius: November 22nd-De-
cember 21st
Lucky day: Thursday
Remember to be patient this 
month. Don’t get too hasty and 
jump into things you’re not ready 
for. Wait for for the right moment 
and try not to get ahead of yourself. 
Forcing excitement won’t work, but 
don’t worry good things come to 
those who wait. 

Libra: September 23rd-October 
22nd
YOLO

Capricorn: December 22nd-Janu-
ary19th
Lucky: Saturday
You might be used to sitting back 
and letting things unfold, but new 
things are coming your way so act 
accordingly, take risks and seize 
opportunities! Let your potential 
be as full as possible and find your 
inner strength and courage.

Aquarius: January 20th-February 
18th
Lucky day: Saturday
An optimistic Aquarius like you 
loves entering into new social 
realms and the fun in everything. 
Let your positivity lead you to ex-
citement and change and remem-
ber to stay true to your bright and 
cheerful character. 

Pisces: February 19th-March 20th
Lucky day: Thursday
Recently many gifts have been 
bestowed upon you. Remember 
to be grateful and give back just as 
much as you are receiving. Other 
people might benefit much more 
from these offerings than you. Be 
thoughtful with your good fortune 
and make an effort to help others.

Aries: March 21st- April 19th
Lucky day: Tuesday
If school has been tough this past 
month do not fret because a cun-
ning Aries like you will always 
persevere and get back on track 
with a little rigour and hard work. 
You might find it challenging at 
the time being but self-motivation 
and persistence is essential to your 
success. 

Taurus: April 21st-May 20th 
Lucky day: Friday
Try to get across what you really 
feel while still doing your best to 
recognize others points of view. If 
you get in a disagreement remem-
ber, communication is key and 
being stubborn won’t resolve any of 
your disputes.

Gemini: May 21st-June 20th
Lucky day: Wednesday
Remember to be self-sufficient 
because although relying on others 
can be beneficial at times, making 
your own decisions and taking care 
of yourself is crucial for Gemini’s 
balanced lifestyle. 
 

Cancer: June 24th-July 22nd
Lucky day: Monday
If you have been down in the 
dumps recently, get ready because 

things are looking up! All your 
effort and selflessness has paid off 
and you might be surprised when 
your month is packed with excite-
ment. Have fun but don’t forget to 
continue with your self-motivating 
work ethic.

Leo: July23rd-August22nd
Lucky day: Sunday
Leo’s giving personality always 
brings a smile to people’s faces. 
However, your generosity can be 
overbearing. Try thinking about 
yourself and be sure that no one is 
taking advantage of you. Remem-
ber to have some alone time and 
pamper yourself once in a while 
because you deserve it!

Virgo: August 23rd-September-
22nd
Lucky day: Wednesday
Lately you’ve been feeling as if 
the whole world is on your shoul-
ders. It’s good to be responsible 
and in control but when you have 
no down time your stress builds 
up to unbearable levels. Don’t be 
ashamed or scared of asking for 
help because others are willing to 
lend a hand to a reliable Virgo like 
you.
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DIY Halloween Decorations – 
Written by: Kira Knight
Halloween, the ultimate time 
for pranks and spooks. How-
ever, seeing as I am not one to 
enjoy the adrenaline of getting 
scared or scaring others, I 
have taken it upon myself to 
decorate my home with cute, 
little homemade decorations. 
The best thing about them is 
that not only are they festive 
and fun, but they are incredi-
bly easy to make. Plus, all the 
materials are household prod-
ucts, so they are all readily 
available.
 
Materials
·       Coloured construction 
paper, colours vary depending 
on the design
·       Markers
·       Pencil, sharpened
·       Tape
·       String
 
Directions
1.     To start, choose what de-
sign you would like to make, I 
chose pumpkins!

2.     Use your pencil to draw 
the design then cut it out.

3.     Trace it, so all of your de-
signs are about the same shape 
and size. However, if you want 
a more organic look, free hand 
them all!

4.     Using your markers add 
more details, making every 
individual design unique.

DIY Halloween Decorations
By: Kira Knight

5.     Using your pencil, punc-
ture holes on both sides to 
every pumpkin or whatever 
design you chose to do.

6.     Feed the end of your 
string through one hole and 
back out the other. Be sure to 
feed the string from FRONT 
to BACK then BACK to 
FRONT, not the other way 
around, so you can’t see the 
string in the completed deco-
ration.

7.     Now it’s done! All you 
have to do is find the perfect 
spot to hang it, then tape, or 
tie, it up.
 
BONUS! As you can see, 
you’re not limited to just 
pumpkins, or Halloween 
decorations! This is a versa-
tile DIY that you can use for 
any holiday.
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Every weekend, you can find me 
in the kitchen baking up a storm, 
whether it be my classic banana 
bread, or rich red velvet cupcakes. 
Recently, I’ve become obsessed 
with two-ingredient recipes, which 
led to an extreme hunt for all of 
my favourite recipes that had been 
made healthy with this amazing 
idea. I mean, what’s better than a 
recipe that consists of two ingredi-
ents, and takes only two minutes 
to make? Well,  technically not 
two minutes... I’m just getting too 
excited over the fact that they’re so 
easy! So today, I wanted to show 
you two of my favourite two-ingre-
dient recipes for a healthy twist on 
pancakes, and coconut macaroons 
(not macarons).

Pancakes

You will need:

1 ripe banana
2 eggs

Method:

Just mash together the ingredients 
and there you have it, your pancake 
batter is complete! At this point, 
if you wanted you could also add 
any berries, chocolate chips, or any 
other filling you like to add while 
frying them! Then, simply continue 
with this recipe as you would with 
any pancake recipe; scoop some 
batter up and pour it on your pan, 
on low to medium heat, flip them 
over until they’re golden brown on 
each side, and serve! 

The first time I made this, no one 
would have guessed what I even 
put in them! They looked and tast-
ed just like normal pancakes! It was 
amazing! 

Coconut Macaroons

This recipe makes about 14 mini 
macaroons, I usually double the 
recipe to stock up on these addic-
tive bite-sized macaroons!

You will need:

1 cup sweetened shredded coconut
1 egg white
Method:

Preheat your oven to 350 degrees. 

All you have to do is whisk one 
egg white and then mix it into the 
shredded coconut until everything 
is combined and it all holds togeth-
er nicely. Spray a cooking sheet 
with nonstick cooking spray, grease 
it with butter, or use parchment 
paper to make sure these babies 
don’t stick. Then, using any round 
shaped spoon, press some of the 
mixture into the spoon so that 
it holds together, and then place 
them onto the cooking sheet. Once 
you’ve shaped your mixture into 
tiny balls, place the cooking sheet 
in the oven and bake the maca-
roons for a few minutes until they 
become a light golden brown. The 
bottom halves will become a light 
brown quickly, and once they do, 
I suggest turning on the broiler, 
to have the tops become golden 
brown as well. Once they’re ready, 
simply remove them from the oven 
and let them cool! (Don’t forget to 
turn your oven off!)
For an extra little treat, melt some 
chocolate and drizzle it over the 
macaroons, or dip the macaroons 
in the chocolate. 
NOTE: Make sure you watch the 
macaroons while baking because 
they tend to burn quickly!! Trust 
me on this one!

Are you drooling yet?

(Makes 60 fingers)

Ingredients
1 cup of room temperature butter
1 cup of confectioners sugar
1 egg
1 teaspoon of almond extract
1 teaspoon of vanilla extract
2 2/3 cups of all purpose flour
1 teaspoon of baking powder
3/4 cups of whole almonds
A bit of strawberry jam
1/2 cup of chocolate chips (option-
al)

Instructions
Mix the butter, sugar, egg, almond 
extract and vanilla extract in a large 
bowl.
Beat together with an electric mixer
Gradually add the flour and baking 
powder while continuously beating 
the mixture.
When all the ingredients have been 
smoothly blended in, refrigerate for 
20 - 30 minutes.
Preheat oven to 325°F (165°C), and 
lightly grease baking sheets
Remove dough from refrigerator in 
small amounts. Scoop 1 teaspoon 
at a time onto a piece of waxed 
paper. Use the waxed paper to roll 
the dough into a thin finger-shaped 
cookie.
Dip an almond into the strawberry 
jam.
Press the almond into one end of 
the cookie, to give the cookie a 
long, red, pointy fingernail.
Squeeze the near the tip and near 
the center of each cookie to give 
the cookie knuckles.
10.  Spread the cookies out on the 
baking sheets.
11.  Bake in the oven for 20 - 25 
minutes, or until the cookies are a 
warm golden colour.
12.  Press a few chocolate chips 
onto the finger to give it warts.

You can add green food colouring 
to the mixture, to give your fingers 
an even witchier look!

(Makes 40 hats)

Ingredients
2½ cups of flour
1 tsp baking soda
1 cup of room temperature butter
1¼ cups of white granulated sugar
¼ cup of brown sugar
1½ tsp vanilla
1 egg
2 cups of chocolate chips
A bag of LARGE Hershey’s kisses
Orange (or any other Halloween 
colour) icing 
Thin icing tip

Instructions
Preheat the oven to 375ºF
In a large bowl, cream together the 
butter and sugar until light and 
fluffy. 
Beat in the egg, vanilla, flour and 
baking soda.
In a small pot, melt the chocolate 
chips. Remember to keep stirring 
so the chocolate doesn’t burn!
Add the melted chocolate to the 
mixture.
Grease the baking sheet.
Put the dough onto the sheet in 
small balls.
Lightly wetting the bottom of a 
glass, gently press down on each 
ball, flattening them as much as 
you can.
Bake in the oven for 10 minutes.
 Let the cookies cool for 10 min-
utes.
 When cool, dab a bit of icing place 
in the middle of all of the cookies 
and a hershey kiss on top of it.
 Using the thin icing tip, ice a ring 
around each of the Hershey’s kiss to 
make the ribbon for the witch’s hat!

This recipe can also be done with 
store bought chocolate cookies, just 
add the hat!

Quick and Easy Recipies
Written by: Claudia Dias Martins Witch Hat Cookies

Witch Fingers Sugar 
Cookies



Fun

15October 2013

Graffiti is everywhere. Being one of 
the most controversial forms of art, 
there have been huge discussions as 
to whether or not graffiti should be 
considered art or an act of vandal-
ism. Major cities around the world 
spend millions of dollars annually 
to remove all forms of graffiti from 
public surfaces. Are they keeping 
the public a cleaner, more welcom-
ing environment, or are they paint-
ing over people’s artistic works?

Even here at Harbord Collegiate 
- in our own little microcosm of a 
public community - each and every 
surface seems to be constantly 
defaced. Bathroom walls, lockers, 
desks. Nowhere is left untouched, 
whether tagged with nicknames, 
drawings, or quotes… Some of it is 
undeniably beautiful, and some are 
merely mindless vandalism with 
a very temporary intent and yet a 
very permanent effect. We don’t 
want to paint over the art, but how 
do we filter out the rest?

The seemingly obvious conclusion 
might be to create a stricter ban on 
what can be rationally surmised 
as meaningless tagging, and have 
much more lenient vandalism rules 
surrounding proper art.

And yet as a school and a society 
that prides itself on our notions of 
liberality and progressivism, can 
we start placing legal definitions 
and subsequent restrictions on art 
without becoming comically hypo-
critical?

The other two options seem just as 
ridiculous: ban all forms of graf-
fiti with no exceptions, or let it all 
in. Both are extremes that pose as 
counter-productive and temporary 
solutions that wouldn’t solve the 
problem.

To find a permanent solution and 

negotiate what is seemingly an 
impossible compromise, we have to 
look at the radical problem. Why 
not do the art in the privacy of your 
own home and save everyone’s time 
and money? Essentially, why do 
people graffiti?

This is also a tricky question, as 
you will invariably get seven billion 
different answers - but here’s one.

Why not create the art in the pri-
vacy of your own home? It seems 
rational to most of us and would 
seemingly eliminate the controver-
sial legal issue.

However, much of graffiti is born 
and bred from a culture of legal 
and political controversy. It is 
often a form of contributing to the 
political discourse and to express 
marginalized beliefs and statements 
through artistic means. Existing in 
the public eye is crucial, and specif-
ic location is also often politically 
relevant.

Many would also argue that this 
form of art gives the city back to 
its people. Big cities have a repu-
tation of being cold, characterless 
machines that have lost any sort of 
communal or people-based ideol-
ogies and are intensely regulated 
by government. This artistic sub-
culture brings it back to the people 
and creates a more united environ-
ment that is not entirely run by an 
untouchable ‘higher power’ that is 
despondent and disengaged from 
its population.

The Supreme idea
Taro Ishizuka

An idea.

A concept ever so great,
It creates a world…

A world with a nature,
In the spirit of thought…

A supreme idea,
Is found always in the chaos,
Around us…

Derelict and detached,
A structure blurred by the fog,
Perhaps never to be seen…

A note is struck,
Now and then,
Changing in time, the world 
grows…

The soul of the life,
Reacting to new beliefs,
The forgotten and lost now 
found…

More friends, more fears,
Everything resonating,
New ideas falling in the storm.

A new dimension found,
New life, new places,
Clamoring, the forge has been 
struck,
A new beginning starts…

A place unreachable,
Existing in the wreckage of your 
soul,
 A beat is drummed,
The creator yearns to venture,
It echoes…

A rumble,
Light and dark reach,
 The large shape,
A world.

The world.

Within Harbord and any other 
public school, the intents are dif-
ferent and yet stem from the same 
idea. Graffiti is simply a means of 
expressing yourself within the con-
text of a poorly disguised bureau-
cracy. These works of art are small, 
rebellious statements within a sys-
tematic institution that otherwise 
allows for very little creativity and 
thought. This ‘vandalistic’ graffiti 
belongs to the students and not to 
the system.

Graffiti 
by: Margot Laliberté
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Halloween is traditionally scary, the 
night where fright is fun, everyone 
looks good in orange (well maybe) 
and candy is free! For little kids, 
Halloween is their chance to “try 
on” what they want to be when they 
grow up. It’s for adolescents to be 
iconic pop culture figures, and see 
who can squirt the most blood 
on their face. Then these kids hit 
grade 7 and 8, and everyone starts 
to care what everyone else thinks. 
Costumes enter a post elementa-
ry pre high school “Mom! I can’t 

where that!” sort of age. This 
period is one where the person 
wants to impress, but still wants 
to feel comfortable. Thus, the cat 
costume was born! It’s seen with 
a “been there, done that” attitude, 
but there’s actually some pretty 
good reasoning behind it. There 
are three positive aspects to this 
costume. It’s very convenient! 
Who doesn’t own a pair of black 
leggings and a black shirt? Run to 
Dollarama for a pair of ears and 
black face paint, and BAM! You 

have yourself a cat costume. It’s also 
quite comfortable; you won’t have 
to worry about your fake abrasions 
falling of your face, or your eye-
lashes not staying on. Last but not 
least, cats have always had a sexi-
ness attached to them, so brandish 
your claws, and say “Meow”. Don’t 
kid yourself, you will be dressed 
identical to a lot of other people, 
but as long as you’re feeling good, 
rock it. What will you be this Hal-
loween? 

Meow?
By: Annabel Hunter

It was  five minutes to the lunch 
bell and everyone in class was 
itching to get out of their seats. I 
mean, who wouldn’t be when the 
Cafeteria is serving their famous 
chocolate cake side dishes? Our 
teacher was oblivious to this, and 
she continued to murmur signif-
icant dates in the 1800’s. I looked 
over to my friend, whose eyes were 
glued to the clock, muscles tensing 
with every second that passed. Let’s 
just say that his love for chocolate 
is bigger than a blue whale. At this 
point, no one was even bothering 
to take a look at the homework 
the teacher was assigning. I know 
you’re probably thinking, OK so 
now what? 
Well, the clock finally reached 
11:30 and the bell began to ring. 
But that’s not the only thing that 
happened in those few seconds. 
I noticed my friend stand up and 
run to the door, bag in hand. What 
he didn’t notice was the teacher 
who just happened to be stand-
ing right beside the door. Now, let 
me tell you, a grade 9’s backpack 
filled with the mornings’ textbooks 
isn’t the lightest or softest thing in 
the world, especially his bag. Our 
teacher learned that the hard way. 
As my friend barreled out the door, 
his backpack clipped the teach-
er on the shoulder and sent her 
spinning- right into the chalkboard 
behind her. He was long gone, 
leaving us all in his dust. Then, as if 
to signify a grand finale, she fell to 

the floor with a thump. Everyone 
in class stopped for a second as if 
frozen and stared at the teacher 
on the floor, who was motionless. 
I swear, the cackle that came out 
of her mouth scarred everyone in 
that classroom for life. The teacher 
curled up on her side and laughed 
until she cried, which was about 
two minutes of witnessing the 
whole thing and being frozen to 
the spot. Then she carefully got up, 
a little wobbly, and gave a big grin. 
I wouldn’t have doubted anyone 
who said she’d been possessed. My 
peers and I flew out the door at top 
speed, not even bothering to glance 
back. That was one hell of a horrific 
history class.

It was the first Day 2 of my grade 
nine year, and to this day, I remem-
ber it so vividly. My timetable told 
me I had science with Mrs. Man-
tchenko in Room 317, but the halls 
told me Room 317 simply didn’t 
exist. At this point, I barely knew 
anyone, I didn’t know who was in 
my class, and as I paced back and 
forth through the third floor hall-
ways, I realized I just wouldn’t be 
able to find this class on my own. 
I was able to spot a teacher by the 
math department and mustered up 
the courage to ask her if she knew 
where this non-existent room was. 
Obviously, she did and she pointed 
out that I should walk up the hall 
and turn left. I found a Room 311 
that jumped to 318, but once again, 

317 was nowhere to be found. 
That’s when I heard the announce-
ment, “Hey, Harbord you now have 
one minute to get to class, so hurry 
up and don’t be late!”
     My heart was beating fast, and 
I began to panic; how embarrass-
ing would it be to be late on one of 
your first days? I continued asking 
around, and everyone told me to 
walk straight and turn left, but 
when I turned left at the end of the 
hall, there was nothing! I became 
flustered, and decided I needed to 
calm down, so I waited by room 
318. As a student approached 
the class, I decided my last resort 
would just be to ask one last time. 
She was kind enough to guide me 
to my class, but the whole time, I 
couldn’t help but ask myself, who 
knew Harbord had secret pas-
sageways? I mean, the last time I 
checked the 94 Wellesley bus wasn’t 
on route to Hogwarts! Well, for-
tunately I ended up getting to my 
class on time. 
Now, every time I walk through 
that secret hall to Room 317 I can’t 
help but think of that first day! It’s 
actually hilarious!

Harbord Horrors


